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Washington (NC) — In nominating Judge

Antonin Scalia to the U.S. Supreme Court.

June 17, President Reagan appointed a
Catholic who opposes abortion and supports
tuition tax credits.

Scalia’s position on those two issues —-
along with Reagan's nomination of Justice
William Rehnquist as chief justice — pro-
mpted some Catholic leaders to predict a
shift on the court that could boost their
agenda.

Scalia, who would be the seventh Cathelic
to serve as a Supreme Court justice, would
replace Rehnquist, whom Reagan nominated
to become chic}t' justice upon the retirement
in July of Chiel Justice Warren Burger.

If confirmed by the Senate. Scalia also
would” be the first American of ltalian
descent to sit on the Supreme Court and,
S0, would be s youngest current member.

One other Catholic currently serves on the
court: Justice William ). Brennan Jr.. R0,
who was appointed in 1936, ’

Scaha, whoe has been a judge of the ULS.
Cireunt Court of Appeals tor the Disrict of

Columbia «ince 1982, v known for hiv

emphasis on the separation of powers 1n
government. He is also -known as a con-

servative activist and an opponent of abor-

tion, although as a judge he has not ruled on
any abortion cases. :

In a 1984 article, the magasine .Policy
Review described Scalia as personally op-
posed 1o abortion and said his first in-
volvement 1in politics was i a fight for tax
credits for tution paid by parents of children
in non-public schools.

While he was a law professor at the
University of Chicago, Scalia testified before
congressiondl subcommittees i 1978 and
1981 1n favor of tuition tax credits,

At Senate subcommittee hearings iy 1978,
he said the Senate should consider its own
role in the development of constitutional
law . rather than Tollowing any dictate of the
Supreme Court on the tav-credit issue.

Scaha made similar comments in Jus 1981
testimony - belore a House subcommitiee,
saving Supreme Court decisions on issues of
public aid to religiously run schools or their
students torm a confhicting, bewildering,
positively embarrassing line™ that was best
1ignored by the legistators.

He alvo told the House subcommittee that

“tederal tnon tan-credit legislation could
help “*soften the constraint upon freedom of
religion’™ that arises when states base educa-
tional subsidies on a student’s attendance at
public schools.

AMichael Schwartz, director ot the Catholie
Center i Washington and a4 tormer official
of the Catholic T eague tor Religious and
Cral Rights, sad Scahia™s positions make
him ~strong on what Schwarty charactenized
as the Catholic agenda. ™

Schwartz said Scalid™s testumony on twmnon
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Scalia nomination furthers ‘Catholic agenda,’ leaderssay

tax credits gave ‘‘good insights into the
dynamics of the First Amendment and civil
rights.”

The father of nine, Scalia was born March
11, 1936, in Tienton, N.J. He graduated

from Georgetown University in 1957 and

received his faw degree from Harvard in
1960. He is a member of St. John’s Parish in
Mcl.can, Va., a Washington suburb.

Rehnquist, meanwhile, also has been an
opponent of abortion and a supporter of tax
reliet for non-public school tuition in his 14
vears on the high court. He was a 47-year-old
assistant attorney  general when President
Richard M. Nixon nominated him to the
court in 1971,

Rehnguist was sworn in Jan. 7, 1972, Only

a vear later in the high court’s landmark 7-2
decision legalizing abortion, Rehnquist
joined Justice Byron -White in the dissenting
opinion. More recently he joined the dissent
in the court’s 3-4 deciston June 11 striking
down Pennsylvania abortion regulations.

He was also one of the dissenting justices
ina July, 1976, ruling striking down a rule on
parental consent for abortion and in a 1983
‘decision that strongly reaffirmed the original
1973 ruling. )

But he rarely wrote his own dissenting
opinions on abortion, instead joining in the
dissents of others. '

On the issue of tuition tax relief’ for
parents of parochial school children, Rehn-
quist in 1983 wrote the court’s majority
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opinion upholding a Minnesota law allowing
all parents to take a tax deduction for the
expenses of tuition, textbooks and transpor-
tation.

Burger will leave thé court this summer
with a legacy as a centrist on such issues as
abortion, church-state separation and the
death penalty.

He joined the 7-2 majority when the court
in 1973 legalized abortion, but he ‘qualitied
his position when he dissented in the June 11
decision striking down the Pennsylvania
abortion regulations. His dissent said the
1973 ruling had led to ‘‘abortion on de-
mand.”” which he said had not been
envisioned in the original ruling.

Bishops’ meeting addresses issues of vocations

Washington (NCO) — In the relaved,
shirt-sleeve atmosphere of rural Minnesota,
259 LS. bishops met June 9-16 to consider
the compley and seemingly  contradictory
1ssue of vocations,

Gathering at Benedictine-run St. John's
University in Collegeville, Minn., the bishops
combined a religious retreat with a series of
presentations ranging from the theology of
vocation 1o lay vocations to the vocation of
the ordained.

Although the mecting was closed to the
press and observers, the texts of the pre-
sentations were released after the conference.

At the-assembly’s conclusion,.the bishops
had reached this general agreement:

1) Tharthe U.S. Churchis in the midst of a
crisis in ordained and religious vocations;

2) That solutions to that crisis do not
mclude @ married priesthood or women
priests: and

3) That the crisis in vowed and priestly
vocations exists alongside an “exploston™ of
lay ministries.

On the opening day of the assembly,
Cardinal Carlo Martini of Milan, Taly, the
spiritual director tor the mecting, conducted
a dav of recollection. He also presented a
series of reflections during morning pravers
throughout the meeting.

The prelates also heard trom Archbishop
Pio | aghi. apostolic pronuncio to the United
States, who read a message from Pope John
Paul H.

The bisheps then settled in (o a routine of
histenime 1o morning presentations followed
by atternoon small-group discussions, '

In hisv talk on a theology of vocation,
Cardinal Bernard F. T aw of Boston said the
vocation crisis s actually “ta crisis ot faith, a
crisis of our call to holiness.”™ The human
vocaton tsoone of sacntiaal fove. ot total
self-givang, Cardinal T aw ~sad, while sin “tis
the retusal of vocation. ™

Bishop Ravmond 1 ucker of New Ulm,
Minn., told tellow bishops that the vocation

o
IRONDEQUOIT
TOTALLY UNIQUE SPLIT-LEVEL
Great home for tamily hying ang entertaining
Quiet neighborhood' View exclusive!’Eastman
Estates from front porch — 4 bedrooms. 2 farmi-
ty rooms 2 woodburning stove !ow utilities —
t'; baths 1'. car garage and more Includes
stove dishwasher crystal chandelier. garbage
drsposal and many more extras! Possibie in-law-
apartment

‘Jean Herrera

W/ T=_ M
HOME SPIRIT

EAST 1945 East Ridge Rd.
WEST 2709 Chili Ave.

T
Robert Malone
467-3121
247-7700

of the laity first of all 1s “to change the
society in which they live and work. After
that they can be called to ecclesial
mifistries.”” :

He said the Church has mistakenly re-
versed the order of the faity's calling, tending
to call pecple first to ministries within the
Church cornmunity. o .

In a series of propositions, Bishop Lucker
called for, among other things, a *‘positive
theology of sexuality,”” Church support tor
women ‘‘in their ministries and in true
Christian feminism,” and a process for
clergy listening to the laity “"on their turf, in
their hving situations.”

Bishop Lawrence Welsh of. Spokane,
Wash., summarized recent sociological re-
search to dgcument both the shortage of
priests and the **vocational explosion’ in lay
ministries. Among data from recent research
that he cited were several indications that a

" Church decision to begin ordaining married

men or women would reverse the decline in
priestly vocations.

A 1alk on the vocation of the ordained. by
Archbishop Daniel Pilarczvk of Cincinnalti,
was the most well-received, according to
several bishops.

Archbishop Pilarczyk said contusion over
the nature and purpose of the priesthood,
and the value of celibacy have contributed to
the decline 1n vocations. He focused on the
distinction between the universal priesthood
of all baptized Christians and the ordained
priesthood.

The archbishop said that the “‘universal
priesthood of Christians is called upon
primarily to contribute to the sanctification
of the world,”” whereas the ordained
priesthood ‘*‘exists primarily for servjce
within the Church.” .

Cardinal Joseph Bernardin of Chicago
summarized the assembly in a concluding
presentation. In suggesting a vision of the
future, Cardinal Bernardin said the Church
community should be one *‘in which all
members, in virtue of their incorporation
into Christ through baptism and confirma-
tion, witness to His saving deeds before the
entireworld.”

“ht is a community whose designated
ministers — whether ordained or lay —
understand and accept their uniquely dif-
ferent but complementary and necessary
roles, working together for the good of all,””
the cardinal said. N )

Appellate judges delay fines against bishops

By Tracy Early

New York (NC) — A federal appeals court
panel in New York June 25 further delayed
imposition of $100,000-a-day fines against
the U.S. bishops until the court either frees
the bishops of subpoenas for their pro-life
records or orders them to comply with the
subpoenas.

Two judges of the 2nd U.S. Circuit Court
of  Appeals raised both procedural and
substantive questions as they heard the
bishops™ appeal against the subpoenas. In
Mayv, L.S. Disirict Judge Robert Carter
imposed the daily fines for contempt of court
because the bishops retused 1o obey the
subpoenas. But the fines were then delaved
until the appeals court could hear arguments
in the case. '

In «everal of their questons, the judges
indicated “that the case valled on them 10

“decide issues for which there was little or no -

clear legal precedent.

The bishops’ attorney, Wiifred Caron,
argued that the original case in which the
subpoenas were issued should be dismissed
because the plaintiffs had no standing to
bring the suit. The case originated in a suit by
Abortion Rights Mobilization to force the
Internal Revenue Service to revoke the
Catholic Church’s tax exemption. IRS at-
torney Gerald Ford joined-Caron in pressing
the argument for dismissal. Marshall Betl,
attorney tor Abortion Rights \labilization
and other plaintutfs seeking to end the
bishops' tas exemption, argued that standing
was not at issue. He said the bishops had
conceded the right of the tower court 1o issue
the subpoenas, and that was the only issue
that the appeals court should be deciding.

The court gave no date when 1ts decision
would be reached.
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