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Nicaraguan Jesuit foresees thaw in relations between Church, state

By Greg Erlandson

Washington (NC) — Recent actions by the
Nicaraguan bishops and the Holy See suggest
the Church iy beginning 1o accept the
legitimacy of the Sandinista government.
according to Jesuit Father Juan Hernandes
Pico, who works in the Nicaraguan capital of
Managua.

- The 'bishops’ commentary on a draft of
Nicaragua's proposed constitution, a recent
pastoral " letter that criticized all foreign

military aid in the region, and Pope John
Paul I’ June 19 meeting with the vice
president of Nicaragua are signs of a change
in the Church’s attitude, he said.

However,
confiscated church building while stripping it
of its contents, including a chureh printing

press, is only **half a gesture,” Father Pico”

said during a June 23 intervigw in
Washington with National Catholic News
- Service.

the governmeént’s return of a

“Bleod money” was the currency
NICA. (Non-Intervention . in Central
America) members used last week to
describe the effect it believes $100
miflionr in U.S. aid to the Nicaraguan
contras will produce.

About 50 NICA members and sup-
porters marched Thursday, June 26,
from Washington Square Park 1o the
Liberty Pole at noou, carrying signs and
a coffin marked °‘Nicaragua.’’ Along
the way, they handed onlookers fake
dollar-bills splashed with red paint.

They were protesting the U.S. House
of Representatives’ vote Wednesday
evening, june 25, 10 approve $30Q million
EQ non-lethal and $70 million in military
aid to the contras. On Wednesday, the
House also rejected the Barnes
amendment, which proposed further
investigation of charges of corruption
among the contras and misuse of past
U.S. aid.

Few demonstrators were surprised by
- the .vote, but most were disappointed
and disheartened. **It’s a cowardly.act,”’
said Ron Linville, a NICA spokesman.
“We’re out here because of what not
doing this would mean — that we're
approving it. While we’re spending
money to blow up homes in Nicaragua,
there are homeless people here.

“‘Our Congresspeople have to be held
responsible for their votes,” he added.

Another demonstrator, ii-year-old
Aavon Schmittman was “‘pretty mad?’
when he heard: about the vate. I think.
“they shiould: lef’ tha peaple of America

Gmm calls contra aid ‘b ey

- Jeff Goulding/Courier-Journal ’
Susan Jordan distributes ‘‘blood
money’’ to passers-by during a rally
held June 26 in downtown Rochester
by Non-intervention in Central
America (NICA).

vote. Most peeple don't want contra aid
but representatives don’t listen to
people anymore.

- ‘*We learned about Nicaragua in
Spanish class. The contras are trying to
make their own government, but a lot of
people are getting killed in the process,”’
he explained. “One hundred million
doliars can makg a lot of weapons. that

- cap kill a lot of people ... It’s fog the

- Nigaraguans. to 4%“% for, it
degides™ =777

Colombian guerillas want meeting with pope

By Sister Mary Ann Walsh

Vatican City (NC) -- A major Colombian
guerrilla group, M-19, sent a letter to Pope
John Paul II in late June which reportedly
asked for a meeting with the pontift during
his July 1-7 trip to Colombia.

The letter was delivered to the Vatican just
days betore the pope was to begin the visit,
according to [talian press reports.

Vatican press spokesman Joaquin Navar-
ro-Valls said it was unlikely that the pope
would change his schedule to mect with the
guerrillas.

ltalian press reports said the letter, deliver-
cd by M-19's foreign representative Eder
Bustamante, promised the pope that there

“would be no increase in the organization’s

guerrilla activity during the visit, The letter
also asked the pope for a meeting in

Colombia and asked him to mediate between

the guerrillas and the government, according
to the reports.

Navarro-Valls said, **We should re-
member that the pope is open to meet with
anybody, unless those people have a gun in
their hand.”’ .

In an interview with the Italian news
agency ANSA, Bustamante said the letter
underlined ‘the guerrillas’ “*wish for peace
and the decision...to unilaterally suspend all

DiManca Q

HAWAII-Oct.

urde activity during the visit.”
“We have ashed for a meeting 10 present
-him \\uh our proposals for a political

solution of the contlict that overwhehns our |

country,’ Bustamante said.

“We have ashed him 1o bless the Colom-
bian people, the soldiers and the guertillas
who have tallen in the contlict and also us in
the M-19, because we also are children ot
God.™”

M-19 is one of several guerrilla groups -

operating in the South Amernican naton.

Last November, a unit occupied the Palace

of Justice in. Bogota, the nation’s capital, for
28 hours. Its seige ended when government

troops stormed the palace. The ensuing .

battle left about 100 people dead, including
12 of the nation’s 24 supreme court justices.

A Colombian priest living in Rome said
M-19 originally began by proposing social
reforms similar to those sought by papal
encyclicals. He said, howesver, “as they have
evolved, they have become dominated by
Marxism."’
leaders, he added.

Last vear, the pope commended the
Colombian bishops for “*valianthy denounc-
ing the violent activities™ and. cypressed

concern for *‘the macabre increase in all

forms of urban and rural terrorism.”’
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The greup has lost its original-

Father Pico is director of the Jesuit-run
Center for Investigation and Social Research
in Managua.

The Nicaraguan bishops’ commentary on
the proposed constitution, released June 9,

criticized sections on the family, freedom of

conscience and education, but “‘the most
important thing is that the bishops wrote a
comment,”’ Father Pico said.

The bishops had avoided giving any input
to the constitutional commission while it was
writing the first draft, even though the
bishops had been invited to do so, he added.

Father Pico said the response to the
constitution must be seen in the context ot an
April pastoral letter on the Eucharist which
included the bishops™ first explhicit disap-
proval of all outside military aid.

It seems 1o me that a majority s
cmerging in the bishops' conterence (that
feels) that the govCrnment of Nicaragua is
legitimate, has the support of the majority of
the population and must be dealt with,” he
said.

The bishops” commentars on the fird
dratt of Nicaragua's proposed constitution
speattically cited a statement that people
have a right to build a tamily “through
marrigge or cohabitation.” Although it s
sanctioned by Church teaching, cohabitation
IS very common in Latin Amernica,”” Hathe
Pico said.

I'he bishops also criticized the constitu-
tion’s call tor scentihic educanon because
they see that phrase as a code word tor
AMarvast education, he said.

In open torums held to discass the tist
dratt, that particular phrase was also cnn-
cized by Chrsnians who support the govern-
ment, Father Pico sad. They sugeested the

phrase be thanged to **education based on
the sciences.””

The priest said the pope's reception of
Nicaraguan Vice President Sergio Ramirez
was also noteworthy in that <t wasn't
evpected. [t was the pope's first meeting with
a Nicaraguan cofficial since his visit to
Nicaragua in 1983,

The June 19 return of the oftices of the
church social agency Coprosa, occupied for
cight months by, the government, was a
gesture 1o the Vatican, Father Pico said.
Formerty used by the papal nuncio,
Coprosa’s  building  still belongs 1o the
Vatican. :

However, the government confiscated an
estimated $300,000 worth of items i the
building, according to an ‘archdiocesan
spokesman. Father Pico called the govern-
ment's action thalt o gesture, certainly .
According to news reports, a Nicaraguan
spohesman said the confiscated materials
could be regamed i court. :

In discussimg the strength of.rebel forees
seehing the overthrow ot the Nicaraguan
covernment, Father Preo cited a statement by
Nicaraguan President Daniel Orrega that the
contras are bemyg deteated. However, “the
suation s not that cood as ver,”” the prest
sard. L don't think we are about to see o
[itting ot the emergency state as of et

Although the state of emergenay msttuted
fast Oct. 13 sets hnits on treedom ot speech
and  other nighte,
resttictions have Lot salled the opposition.
Many comments n the opent torums have
been critical o1 the gosernment, he notdéd,
partculaly tor o nuhtarny dratt and tor the
contiscation ol church properiy

tathdt Pico ~aid e

Official urges talks in Nicaragua, El Salvador

By Jett Endrst

United Nations (NC) — [atin Aaerican
bishops continue 1o support a dialogue
between opposing torces in Nwwaragaa and bl
Salvador, according to the head ot the 1 aun
American bishops council.

Bishop Dario Castrillon Hoyos ot Percita,
Colombia, said the bishops also oppose
foreign intervention in Central America.

Bishop Castrillon, secretary general of the
Latin American bishops’ council, relaved the
bi'shops‘ message 1o President Reagan on
June 18 and again June 19 to Javier Peres de
Cuellar, secretary  general ot the United
Nations.

Bishop Castrillon  dechned to provide
details of his nicetings with Reagan or Peies
de Cucllar. but told ceporters June 19 that
the Latin American bishops  are “very
worried about the social and poluical stua-
ton in the subconunent.™ He exprossed
particular concern about “terntical develop-
ments " in Nicaragua and El Salvador.

“There is now fedr of inminent war™'
Central America, he said.

In Nicaragua and El Salvador, the people

suffer from  political  division,  hatred,

ideological confrontation and violence.” The
Catholic Church in both countries takes o
sposition of neutrality ™
said. Although

Bishop Castrilion
very ditterent psychological

sttuattons™ exist uthe two countries, w both
cases the Church ~ees s 1ole as lachtating
diadogue betweer  covernments and - then
QPPOSILIOTNS.

The bishops s pport diadogue between
covernment and apposttion forees " ds d wis
ol reconcrthation wid fasting peace.”” he sand.

Fhe governmens ol Nicaragua has retused
1o negotiate with .S -backed rebel 1osces
seching its overthrow,

In B Salvador. President Jos¢ Napoleon
Duatte held two saeetings with rebel torces.,
Both were mediated by San Salvador Arch-
bishop Arturo Ri.era Damas. Falks broke
down when rebels Kidnapped  Duinie’s
daughter.

- *

Bishop Castnllean also praised the Con-
tadora peace prov’ss tas very umpottant fo
peace i Central Mmenca.™ The Contadora
process imvolves the ettorts of several Central
and South Amercan countiies 1w hind «
diplomunie soluthen to conthets m Central
AMmcia.

Bishop Castnft 0 oennicized all
clements™™ i the towion, Foreign contingents
alrcady in place hould leave, and no new
ones should be mpected into the conthets, he
satd. The bishop said this was ““the only way
to avoid @ repefiion of fatlure of similas
lorergn nters®ntieds i the past.™

“loreign
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