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Father Albert Shamon 

A Word for Sunday 
Sunday ' s Readings: (R3) Matthew 
16:13-19; (Rl) Acts 12:1-11; (R2) Timothy 
4:6-8,17-18. 

Many skeptics dismiss St. Peter as a 
weak, bumbling vacillator. They insist that 
it was St. Paul who built the Church in spite 
of St. Peter. That would be robbing Peter 
to pay Paul. In the Acts, St. Luke gives 
both equal space and placement. 

Peter and Paul — sure, we put them 
together. Both were heroes and .giants of 
the Christian faith. But Peter was ever the 
leader of the apostolic band. The 
evangelists always list him first in naming 
the apostles because he was first! St. Luke 
portrays him as taking the place of the 
ascended Jesus — as His vicar. In the first 
12 chapters of Acts, Peter works miracles 
just like those of Jesus. He takes over the 
leadership of the apostolic body. Was it not 
Peter who prompted the replacement of 
Judas?'Who set up the diaconate? Who 
received the first Gentiles into the Church? 
Who dominated the Council of Jerusalem 
(49 A.D.)? To whom Saul went after his 
conversion to be confirmed in his faith? 
Peter showed himself truly the Rock. 

After his escape from Herod's clutches 
(Rl), Peter left Jerusalem to go to "another 
place." He did not tell his friends where he 
was v going in order to keep them from 
having to lie to protect him. According to 
Eusebius, Peter never returned again to 
Jerusalem to stay. He spent years traveling 
throughout Asia Minor, stayed seven years 
in Antioch, and finally went to Rome in the 
late 50s. 

Why did Peter go to Rome? According to 
the Acts of Peter, it was to confront Simon 
Magus. Simon Magus, you must re
member, was the magician of Samaria who 
wanted to buy the power to confer the Holy 
Spirit. That is how any attempt to buy 
spiritual offices in the Church came to be 
called "simony." Of course, Peter refused, 
and Simon became a fierce enemy of the 
good news. 

In Rome, Magus was making inroads 
with an immoral and satanic cult. By the 
power of Satan, he was able to simulate 
some of the miracles of Jesus. For instance, 
he was able to levitate. When Peter arrived 
in Rome, Simon challenged him publicly. 
He said he would rise above the Roman 

skyline and neither Peter nor Jesus could 
stop him. Before a large crowd, he 
ascended, but Peter prayed aloud to Jesus, 
and Simon plummeted to the ground, 
breaking his leg. Before he could limp 
away, the crowd, which was convinced 
Jesus was Lord and Magus a phony, stoned 
Simon to death. 

Peter's popularity increased rapidly after 
that. Pagans were attracted by his humility, 
gentleness, tenderness and loving concern 
for all. Peter's secretary, John Mark, was 
asked to write a summary of Peter's 
instructions. Mark did so in his graphic 
gospel. Only from Mark do we learn of 
Peter's denial of Christ; it seems Peter 
could never forget nor forgive himself for 
that. 

On the night of July 19, 64 A.D., the city 
of Rome burned out of control for nine 
days, destroying two-thirds of the city and 
hundreds of people. The Christians knew 
they were in for it because Nero hated all 
religions — especially the Christian re
ligion, which he called a "pernicious 
superstition." Rebuilding the city absorbed 
Nero's attention for a year; then came the 
storm! In 66 A.D. Paul was beheaded. 

Without Paul the Church could survive. 
But the Christians of Rome thought it 
could not survive without Peter. So when 
Peter's life was threatened, they urged him 
to leave the city. According to legend, at a 
spot now marked by the Domine Quo Vadis 
Chapel, Peter met our Lord headed for the 
city and carrying a cross. Peter exclaimed, 

"Domine, quo vadis?s or "Lord, where 
are you going?" Jesu^ answered, "To 
Rome to be crucified in your place." 
Shamed, Peter returned to Rome. For nine 
months he was ehaineJ ro a column in a 
noisome and fetid dungeon called the 
Tullian Keep. The guards had to be 
changed repeatedly, fur Peter converted 
them almost as soon a.1- they were assigned 
to him. 
. On June 29, 67 A.D., Peter was crucified 
— upside down apparently at his own 
request. One story has it that he felt 
•unworthy to die as his Master had; another 
says he expected that upside down he would 
lose consciousness more' quickly. 

Peter was no coward, but often he met 
challenges in life loo gr.jat for any man to 
face alone. When he relied on his own 
strength, he made a fi'Ol of himself. But 
when he relied on the Lord , he became a 
rock! 

One day, when I was talking around the 
rim of the dome of St. Petei's, I read the 
words around it — "'I hou art Peter and, 
upon this rock I will I'uild my Church." 
Then, as 1 looked dow i from the rim 350 
feet below, I saw the nairway before the 
main altar leading to the tomb of Si. Peter-
I cannot explain the leeling that surged 
within me as 1 realized iJutt what our Lord 
had said to Peter 2,000 years before is at 
this late date fulfilled literally. The greatest 
church in Christendom is built over the 
bones of St. Peter. How that thought alone 
should confirm our faith! 

Assignments 
Continued from Page 3 

Sabbaticals 
Father David Bonin, C.PP.S. from pastor, 

Most Precious Blood Church, Rochester, to 
sabbatical. 

father Donald J. Curtiss, to Angeli-
cum/Gregorianum, Rome, Italy. 

Father Thomas M. Krdle to Institute of Con
tinuing Theological Education, North Ameri
can College, Rome, Italy. 

Father William Michatek to Notre Dame In
stitute lor Clergy Education. 

Father Walter L. VNainwright to Catholic 
University, Washington, D.C. 

Father Eugene Weis to Notre Dame Institute 
tor Clergv Education.' 

Priest Interns 
(Newl> Ordained) 

Father Alexander Bradshaw from graduate 
studies at North American College, Casa Santa 
Maria, Rome, to priest intern, St. John of 
Rochester Church, Fairport, New York. 

Father James Jaeger from deacon intern to 
priest intern. Holy Name of Jesus Church, 
Greece, New York. 

Father Gary Tyman from deacon intern, 
Church of the Good Shepherd, Henrietta, to 
priest intern, St. Ambrose Church, Rochester, 
New York. 

Deacon Interns 
Rev. Mr. John Hayes from Seton Hall, Im

maculate Conception Seminary, New Jersey, 
to Deacon Intern, St. Catherine's Church, 
Mendon, New York. 

Rev. Mr. James Mooney from Catholic 
University of America in Washington, D.C, to 
Deacon Intern, St. Andrew's Church, Roches
ter, New York. 

Permanent Deacons 
Deacon Leo G. Aman to parish deacon, St. 

Anthony of Padua, Rochester. 
Deacon Albert P. Bergeron to assisting chap

lain, Rochester Psychiatric Center, with litur

gical base at St. Joseph, Penfield. 
Deacon George Burnett to parish deacon, 

St. Patrick, Owego. 
Deacon Michael Campanelli to parish dea

con, St. Cecilia and St. John the Baptist, 
Elmira. 

Deacon John J. Cosmic to chaplain, Legion 
of Mary, Southern Tier Curia, in addition to 
parish deacon, St. Mary Our Mother, 
Horseheads. 

Deacon Greg Doyle from parish deacon, St. 
Augustine, to deacon. Matt Talbot Ministries. 

Deacon John Erb from parish deacon, St. 
Francis Xavier to deacon, Cameron Street 
Community Ministry, with liturgical base at St. 
Francis Xavier. 

Deacon Gregory J. Kiley to parish deacon, 
St. John the Evangelist, Clyde, with addition
al responsibility as chaplain,' Legion of Maty, 
Finger Lakes Curia. 

Deacon Daniel M. kinsky Irom deacon with 
the Office of Family "Life to parish deacon, 
Church of the Resurrection, Fairport. 

Deacon Brian J. Mc.Nult) to palish deacon, 
St. Augustine, Rochester. 

Deacon Kliseo Melcndei to paush deacon, 
St. Michael, Rochesler. 

Deacon Conrado Mercado to parish deacon, 
St. Michael, Newark, with additional respon
sibilities with the Spanish Apostolatc. 

Deacon Michael J. Piehler Irom parish dea
con, St. Francis Xavier, to parish deacon. 
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FREE... 
Market Analysis 
Of Your Home 

How much is^your home worth to
day? I will prepare a Market 
Analysis of your residential prop
erty at no cost or obligation. 

DEE PIAZZA 
227-3586 

or 
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R.J. RUSSELL 
ASSOCIATES, INC. 

8 N. Main Street, Pittsford, NY. 

WE'RE MOVING! 
PLEASE NOTE: The Courier-
Journal is moving to a new 
location. As of July 1, 1986, 
the Courier-Journal's new 
address will be: 1150 Buffalo 
Road, Rochester, New York 
14624. After July 1, all 
correspondence should be 
mailed to the new address. Our 
new telephone number will be: 
(716)328-4340 

Thanhs for your cooperation. 

Church of the Transfiguration, Pittsford. 
Deacon William V. 'H'hmiU to paush dea

con, St. Leo, Hilton, uth additional respon
sibilities with the permanent diaconate 

"program. 
Deacon Julio Vasquc* lioin deacon with the 

Spanish Apostolatc o parish deacon, Si. 
Michael, Ko'chesiei. 

Deacon Victor M. 'i.tnailis liom pansh dea
con. Si. Paul ol the I oss, Moiieovc (alls, 10 
parish deacon, Si. S\S\\, Rochesici. 
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Father David K. r idol 
talher I imolh> McCljuskc} 
Father Kobert Mnhln|ckel 

THE WO 
ONCE THE SAFEST PLACE IN 

THE WORLD FOR A BABY NOW 
THE MOST DEADLY 

One of every three children conceived in the United 
States is killed in the womb through abortion. That 
is nearly one million five hundred thousand unborn 

children killed every year. The womb has literally 
become a death chamber for babies. 

There are alternatives to abortion. There have to be. 

Those sending a donation in any amount will receive the 32 page color 
booklet, "When You Were Formed In Secret/Abortion in America"<b.y Gary 
Bergel with remarks by C. Everet Koop M.D. 

Please make checks payable to: Rochester Area RT6* Education Fund. 
All contributions are tax deductible 

Call or write us for more information or a speaker !o your group. 

3
Rochester Area Right to Life Committee, Inc. 
Education Fund 
3910 Dewey Avenue 
Rochester, NX 14616 
(716) 621-4690 

Enclosed is my lax deductible contribution 10 the Roph*«ter Area R.TI Education Fiw«J. Please 
send me the 32 page color booklet When You Were Formea In SecreU-oortion in America 

Name 

Address. 

City 

State/Zip 

ammm 


