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Cindy Cottone 

The Bible 
The mark of Timothy 

Timothy watched as the setting sun disap
peared behind the temple, leaving a few rosy 
brushstrokes of color in its wake. There was 
hardly a place in all of Lystra where this 
temple dedicated to Zeus was not visible. It 
cast a long shadow over the lives of all those 
who dwelt there. And yet, this huge monu
ment had little meaning in Timothy's life, ex
cept perhaps as a reminder of his own Greek 
origin. His father had been Greek, but 
Timothy had scarcely known him. Instead, 
Timothy's faith had taken shape firmly un
der the guidance of both his grandmother 
and mother, whose beliefs were rooted 
strongly in Jewish tradition. 

Timothy remembered little about his 
father, since he had died when he was still 
a young boy. But he had painted a certain 
description of him in his own mind as a kind 
of tribute to this man. When people asked 
him about his father, Timothy would proudly 
say, "My father, Nikos, was the son of an im
portant Greek family. He made his mark in 
government service!' In I own mind, how
ever, Timothy would adu a silent thought. 
Unfortunately, this strong sense of duty 
caused him to be absent from his home most 
of the time!' 

As Timothy passed directly in front of the 
temple, he suddenly thought, "How will I 

leave my mark on the world?" What descrip
tion will someone write of me when I am 
gone?" Then in deference to the one true God 
his grandmother had taught him about, he 
turned his head away from Zeus and said, 
"Oh, Lord, you alone are my hope; I've 
trusted you from childhood!' 

Timothy's mind raced as he thought back 
to all that his grandmother had tried to in
still in him. Together, they had painstakingly 
memorized scripture verses as if to prepare 
him for these unsettled moments in his life. 
"Timothy;' his grandmother had said, "you'll 
never have any trouble in your life that you 
can't handle if you learn to trust God. That's 
the most important lesson I can ever teach 
you!' So, even living among people who wor
shipped so many, false gods, there could be 
peace. 

Timothy had a decision to make in his life. 
It had all begun several weeks ago in Lystra. 
He had not seen the miracle occur, but his 
mother and grandmother had both been 
there. 

"Timothy!' his mother cried, "do you 
remember the old crippled man that used to 
sit on the temple steps? Right before my eyes, 
he was healed!" 

"And how can you be so certain?" Timo

thy asked. "Lystra is full of magicians with 
their tricks." 

"Because it was through the power of Jesus 
that the man was cured;' his grandmother re
plied. "Two men, Paul and Barnabas, told 
us today all about Jesus. He is the Messiah, 
and all who choose to believe in Him will be 
saved!" 

"Where is Jesus now?" Timothy asked. 
"Timothy, do you remember all that you 

learned in the scriptures?" his grandmother 
questioned. "As it was foretold, Jesus was 
sent by the Father to die for our sins. But He 
rose triumphantly from the dead and has now 
gone back to His Father in heaven!* 

His mother glanced at Timothy. He was 
still not convinced. "Those of us who believe 
in Jesus will have eternal life, too;' she added. 

"It sounds too good to be true;' Timothy 
answered. 

"Eunice;' his grandmother said, address
ing his mother, "Timothy has always been 
faithful to what I've taught him of the scrip
tures. This is a very important decision for 
him to make, and he must do it alone." 

"Yes,, you're right, mother;' Eunice an
swered. And then she turned to Timothy. 
"Will you come with us sometime to a meet
ing of the followers?" she asked. 

"Yes, I will," Timothy decided. 
Timothy went to several meetings and 

listened carefully to everything the leaders 
said about Jesus. "The Son of man was 
promised long ago by Samuel and all of the 
prophets!' they said. "It was Jesus whom 
King David was speaking about when he said 
that one of his own descendents would rise 
from the dead." 

Someone else stood up and said, "There 
is salvation in no one else but Jesus. In Him 

there is forgiveness for all of our sins. Any
one who trusts in Jesus is freed from all 
guilt!' 

Besides everything he learned from the fol
lowers at the meetings, Timothy also noticed 
something different about his mother and 
grandmother. They seemed to have found a 
peace in their lives which he had never seen 
before. One night, Timothy stayed at home 
alone after his mother and grandmother had 
gone to the meeting. He prayed about his de
cision and later that night, when the new 
believers came forward to be baptized, 
Timothy was among them. 

Timothy became a Christian that night, 
and he left a special mark on the new Church. 
When Paul and Silas came back to Lystra, 
Paul asked Timothy to be his helper. Together 
with both of them, Timothy traveled to many 
cities to preach, about Jesus, and the new 
Church grew in faith and numbers. Timothy 
is remembered today as a faithful witness and 
serVant of the Lord. 

For discussion: 
1. What decision did Timothy have to 

make? 
2. What was Timothy's religious back

ground? 
3. What mark did Timothy leave? 

For further reading: 
1. Timothy said a prayer while passing the 

temple in Lystra. This prayer is contained in 
Psalm 71. 

2. Timothy's grandmother taught him the 
Hebrew scriptures. Most of these scriptures 
are contained in the Old Testament of the 
Bible. The Old Testament refers to the com
ing of Jesus in Isaiah 11:1-10 and in Jeremiah 
23:5-6, to name just a couple of times. 

Cultural exchange program needs homes to host teens 
Nacel Cultural Exchanges, a non-profit or

ganization founded in Rochester 18 years ago, 
is looking for area families interested in host
ing French, German or Spanish teenagers, as 
well as a- French Roman Catholic religious 
brother, for one month in either July or Au
gust. The students are individually matched 
with families according to interests and activi

ties. The program provides comprehensive 
medical, accident and liability insurance, and 
the students bring their own spending money. 

The dates for the two sessions are from June 
29 to July 27 and July 24 to August 21. 

"The involvement of families in cultural ex
changes is an educational experience for them;' 
according to Nacel coordinators Steve and 

Alice Murphy of Webster. "It is,in keeping with 
the recent changes by the Board of Regents 
which is now insisting that all New York State 
students who wish to have a regents diploma 
take a language. Hosting a student could be 
of great help to students who are taking a 
language!' 

Families need not speak a foreign language 
or have teenagers to host a foreign student. 
Hosting students involves accepting them as 
members of the family. All of the students have 

studied English for at least four years and are 
hoping to improve their proficiency in English 
while learning about American family life. 

Among the students coming to the United 
States this summer is the great-grandson of 
Bartholdi, the sculptor who created the Stat
ue of Liberty. 

Interested families are asked to contact 
Stephen and Alice Murphy, 1224 Hardwood 
Lane, Webster, 14580, or call (716) 872-4670. 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
THOSE WHO WISH TO HAVE ARRANGEMENTS CARRIED OUT IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE IDEALS OF THEIR FAITH, CONTACT THE FUNERAL DIRECTORS LISTED 
BELOW FOR PRE-NEED OR AT-NEED SERVICES AND COUNSELING. 

ROCHESTER I 
Ashton-Smith 

Funeral Home Inc. 
(716) 482-6260 

Mattle Funeral Home 
(716) 482-2440 
853 Culver Rd. 

Malcolm M Nulton James ft Gray 

Corbett 
Funeral Home, Inc. 
Roger G. Blakeslee 
2771 Chili Avenue 

Rochester, NY. 14624 
(716) 235-2000 

Polvino & Granata 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Serving Rochester and Gates 

Frank Granata 
. 371 Lake Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14608 
(716)458-3341 

Schauman-Sulewski 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Edwin Sulewski 

2100 St. Paul Street 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716) 342-3400 

Michael R. Yackiw 
Funeral Home 

1270 Norton St. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716) 544-5000 
If no answer 342-9300 

Younglove-Smith 
Funeral Home, Inc. 

Serving Greece 

1511 Dewey Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14615 

(716)458-6200 

Bums-Hanna 
Funeral Home 

1795 East Ridge Rd. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14622 

(716)467-5745 

| CHILI | 

Leo M. Bean 
Funeral Home, Inc. 

2771 Chili Ave. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14624 

(716) 235-4134 
We Invite Comparison 

Edward H. Dreier 
Funeral Home Inc. 
Edward H. Dreier 
Alan E. Giltner 

1717 Portland Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14617 

(716)342-8500 

| IRONDEQUOIT \ 

Paul W. Harris 
Funeral Home Inc. 
Richard P. Harris 
Charles E. Davis 

570 Kings Highway S. 
(corner Titus) 
(716)544-2041 

| GREECE | 

Amdt Funeral Home 
1118 Long Pond Rd. 

(near Maiden Lane) 

Greece, N.Y. 14626 
Ronald John Arndt 

Parking for over 100 cars 

(716) 225-6350 

Vay, Schleich 
and Meeson 

Funeral Home Inc. 
"Greece's Largest and 

Most Complete Facilities" 

2692 Dewey Avenue 
Greece, N.Y. 14616 

(716)663-5827 

May Funeral Home 
George L. May Jr. 

Raymond L. Welch 
2793 Culver Rd. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14622 
(716)467-7957 

Schauman-Sulewski 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Edwin Sulewski 

2100 St. Paul Street 
Rochester, NY. 14621 

(716) 342-3400 

GATES 

Alvah Halloran 
and Son, Inc. 
Funeral Home 

H. Daniel Halloran 
2125 Chili Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14624 
(716) 247-7590 

\HENRIETTA\ IMACEDON\ J PENFIELD\ 

Henry D. Halloran 
Son Inc. 

Funeral Home 
5781 W. Henrietta Rd. 
Henrietta, N.Y. 14586 

(716) 334-9350 
Francis J. Martin Sr. 

Francis Joseph Martin Jr. 

Payne-Nulton 
Funeral Home Inc. 

22RickfordSt. 
Macedon, N.Y. 14502 

(315)986-7781 
Malcolm M. Nulton 

James R. Gray 

Nulton Funeral Home 
1704 Penfield Road 
Penfield N.Y. 14526 

(716) 381-3900 
Malcolm M. Nulton 

James R. Gray 

2301 Dewey Avenue 
Opposite Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 

HART MONUMENT CO. 
Since 1856 865-6746 


