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wifl Fourth- grader Victor Adaniel prepares to throw a ball of yarn made up of scraps students brought fram home. Standlng in a circle, students tossed the ball back and forth, Efeating
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peace as growing circle
By Teresa A. Parsons teacher. “As you grow as a person, the circle
—_— _If you could peer into the minds of stu- enlarges. First you add your family and then,
ident dents and teachers at Corning Catholic when you go to school, you let in friends of
Schools, you might be surprised to find all shapes and sizes, tall and short, fat and
how the image of a simple green ¢ircle. Or you thin, all different races and religions.”
" he might be confounded by the vision of a Throughout the week, the green-circle
strange, composite creature known as a chur- theme continued with classroom games and
ound kendoose. stories, like that of the churkendoose, a
white Unlikely as they may seem, both symbols mythical barnyard creature that’s part
the represent peace and remind adults and chil- chicken, part turkey, part duck and part
, dren alike that peace doesn’t start at some goose. Cast out and ridiculed by the other
’rime far-off negotiating table, but rather in their animals, the churkendoose is only accepted
“not own hearts. after he unwittingly saves them from an in-
from The churkendoose and the green circle are vading fox. Suddenly, he’s a hero, but he
remnants of a singular educational ex- doesn’t understand why. _
mr. perience that, s.trangely.enough, began with “It teaches children that just because
G Td thg U.S. bombing of Libya and culminated people are different doesn’t mean they aren’t
° Friday, May 30, with a celebration known as special)’ Case said. “It asks them how they ‘‘nothing is bad and nothing is wild."’
* ; C:;ntll?g Ch:lh(:zr; ffo:; Pl’sac; Day’.A 115 would feel if they were outside the c1rcle3’_ multi-colored balloons with notes attached.
teach rsel}; eg? d th o P(t:h 08 S pl;lt k' All 200 K-5 students broug!‘lt., a week’s Each note included a child’s name and his
—_— " That eincid :t :;l)eyvs‘jc) w'tﬁ - 3; ack. worth of such thoughts and activities to the  or her definition of peace, along with the
nt, combined with recent con- Peace Day celebration, which began with 2 school’s address and a request that, if found,
en to troversy over US. and Soviet testing of  story and peace songs led by Corning  tné card should be returned with a reply.
vel to :;ﬂ:arfh:f;iﬁ::; ogl;%r:fflze‘::t Sdu‘;‘;“;z:t'; ~ composer Mary Lu Walker. Seven-year-old Jodi Olander wrote to the
1mvs‘,e‘:l ! were }%aving on their students. Sister Mary To her del'ight, many of the children were world at large that “peace means to pray and
10” ; Dominic. RSM. a fourth d’ teach already _famxllar ‘with her songs and joined be nice” Brian Velie, 9, defined it as “not
ltt; . 3 g;’;:imtc(; Princi aalogan d- rgar i\ﬁ d‘::ih‘;rt" a';g' the singing right away. Thanks to Walker’s fighting, no war between two countries’
) ldo g gchool or nizg mething “verv non simple tunes and repeated refrains, the rest “Being happy with your classmates;,” was
lr(:)arg * political” dg;.lin g wist‘;x peace fgor the ?l,ﬁl dren- w;rir}’t lfall') behinsd. Amon%1 th;j{\/t”:l\;(orites wgs lO:I).'earéold Sarah Hatton’s explanation.
& . . “A Little Peace Song,” whic er taught o date, nearly 10 cards have been
ome? 2 vAolI]dri :fsr%ed, :r:;i S:). te:;?hcl:ls a:nd lpar:.}rl\t the children to repeat in sign language. " returned, extending the school’s “green circle”
ite o ;,;]: evelri? ¢ ega eeting weekly 10 plan the Later in tl;le d:y, fstude:ts, };eachers and tcc:) suciblfar1away places as Middlebury,
' parents gathered - for the Peace Mass, onn., Ulster, Pa., and Wappinger Falls, NY.
athhas i hOn%u:al(ljy, tgef/ne:\;gz?::i ;:l(ggggir? ug:i: celebrated by Father Robert C. MacNamara, (near Poughkeepsie).
't h“’e ; 0ol studen litoly declined be.  Pastor of St. Vincent DePaul, and a brief So far as Case and the other teachers and
9 has i their nvitations were politely de speech on “Peace in the World” by Father parents are concerned, that’s as it should be.
t that o cause of the short notice and the pressure of Charles Mulligan “Evervbody i t of big circl h
. and i year-end activities, Andra said. As a result, ean. e erybody is part of one big circie — the
vi dai?]g g a children’s liturgy,was added to the agenda For the children, the undemable‘hlghllght whole world . . . and it should always be
vices, 3 Classroom activities began a full week be- of the da.y and week was the launching of 180 green and growing, she~ said.
oordi- fore the celebration with “Green Circle Archbishop’s message returns television from 1930 to 1966 earned him both
)uman Orientation” conducted by Linda Shaddock The collected works of Bishop Fulton J.  national and international recognition. The
of Corning and Marjorie Melville of Elmira Sheen, including the award winning televi-  former bishop of Rochester received more
es and Heights. Green Circle, a program that origi- sion series “‘Life Is Worth Living,” have than I14-media related, including an Emmy
luded. nated with the Girl Scouts of America, is been® exclusively acquired by Sheen Com-  (1932), “Man of the Year™ (by the country’s
d set- designed to bulld Children,s Self'esteem and munica[ions, L[d., according to Cﬁairman teleVISIQn edltors) and the Look TV award Thi c m North
teach them how to get along with others. and radio and television pioneer, Edward (t'hree times). He appeared on the covers of his | ormrlng oh itudent w. i
“The green circle starts with just youinthe  Weston. , 'fl"xme, Nev'viwe'ekﬁ ax(xjd wasf the center of signal to release her balloon wi
neca center,” explained Linda Case, a first-grade , Bishop Sheen’s achievements on radio and eature articles in hundreds of magazines. ~ peace message.
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