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When INS lawyer James Grable and Judge 
Sacks asked the Gomezes why they had omit­
ted information about their past political af­
filiations from their asylum application, both 
Leticia and Alejandro said they acted out of 
fear. 

"I've been running away from that for a long 
time," Alejandro explained. 

It was those some affiliations, coupled with 
Alejandro's work as a union activist, that the 
Gomezes believe threatened their lives in El 
Salvador. 

Although the State Department has charac­
terized Gomez as "a minor and unimportant 
political figure" in El Salvador, he testified that 
between 1967 and 1983, he was detained by Sal-
vadoran police three times, each time for 20-30 
days. 

In 1967, while an active member of a con­
struction workers' union, he said he was picked 
up at the scene of a strike. 

In 1972 he was arrested along with "most 
of the officials" of the National University of 
El Salvador when the university was taken 
over by the army. "They came in with tanks 
and captured people and closed the school!' 
he said. 

In 1983, Alejandro applied to the Salvado-
ran police for a "certificate of good standing" 
to operate a public transit bus. 

Instead, he was arrested and was physically 
and psychologically tortured for 15 days. Call­
ing him a "subversive, guerilla and communist;' 
his interrogators demanded details about both 
guerilla leaders and anti-government oper­
ations. 

During those days, Gomez, testified, he was 
constantly blindfolded and was beaten with 
pieces of wood and tubing, hung by his hands, 
and shocked on the ears with an electrical 
device. 

Through the walls of the prison, he said he 
heard the screams of three young children for 
their mother as they were beaten. 

"It makes your fear grow more and more" 
he recalled. 

Finally, when his questioners threatened to 
afrest other members of his family, Gomez ad­
mitted his affiliation with the communist party 
nearly 15 years earlier. 

When he was released, Gomez said his pic-
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ture was in the newspapers, and he saw vehi­
cles that he recognized as belonging to 
members of the right-wing death squads, 
parked near his home. He fled to Mexico and 
was followed there by Leticia, as well as his 
mother and four children. 

Many Central Americans have-been termed 
"economic refugees:' But Gomez testified that 
the family abandoned two homes and several 
small businesses when they left. 

The Gomezes are requesting that the court 
either grant them asylum, withhold or pro­
tect them from deportation, or allow them to 
voluntarily depart for the country of their 
choice. 

Immigration and Naturalization Service 
(INS) officials oppose their request for asylum 
on the grounds that they pose a threat to "na­
tional security!' 

As evidence of that charge, INS lawyer 
James Grable presented Judge Sacks with two 
documents — one from the INS and one from 
what he identified as a source agency. 

Neither the Gomezes nor their lawyer, Mar­
garet Catillaz, have been allowed to see the 
documents. 

Nor has Catillaz been given access to the 
Gomezes' INS file, a situation to which she ob­
jected on Wednesday. Grable responded that 
whatever portion of the file that is not classi­
fied is open to her through Freedom of Infor­
mation Act. 

In several other respects, justice under im­
migration law is far different from the. crimi­
nal law system with which Americans are 
familiar. No jury is present, the courtroom is 
closed to all but a dozen members of the press, 
and both the judge and the INS lawyer essen­
tially work for the same branch of the U.S. 
government. 

During her husband's testimony, Leticia Go­
mez was sequestered in another room at the 
request of INS lawyers, despite Catillaz' ob­
servation that they had prepared for the hear­
ing together. 

Although Leticia and Alejandro both testi­
fied through a court-supplied interpreter, only 
a brief portion of the hearing's preliminary dis­
cussion was translated for them. Judge Sacks 
did agree that the Gomezes could have their 
own translator present if and when other wit­
nesses testify before the court. 

On Wednesday, Judge Sacks also accepted 
as evidence a stack of letters from supporters 
of the Gomezes' request for asylum. Other let-
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ters attesting to the refugees' "good moral 
character" continued to arrive as the hearing 
continued. 

Further testimony in the hearing will be 
delayed, possibly until August, because of the 
judge's extremely tight schedule, Catillaz said. 

When the hearing resumes, Catillaz hopes 
to present to the court the testimony of sever­
al live witnesses. Although she declined to 
comment on what that testimony will cover, 
the Gomezes' lawyer told Judge Sacks Wed­
nesday that information on current conditions 
in El Salvador was critical to her clients' case, 
"especially in view of the new issues raised with 
respect to national security interests which have 
arisen within the past 12 days." 

If asylum is denied them, the Gomezes could 
appeal the case all the way to the Supreme 
Court, or as long as their funds hold out. Their 
supporters have already spent more than 
$10,000 in legal costs. 

On Wednesday, Alejandro and Leticia Go­
mez designated Argentina as their chosen des­
tination if they should be deported. But the 
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court is bound by federal immigration statute 
to designate their country of nationality — El 
Salvador — as their destination, according to 
Grable. 

Considering the family's fear n-f being killed 
if they return to their country, Catillaz argued, 
the court should be able to waive the statute. 
Recent publicity about their case, she added, 
has only heightened the danger to the 
Gomezes. 

But even if the statute were waived. Judge 
Sacks responded, the government is not ob­
ligated to find a country which would accept 
the Gomezes. 

"We are not required by statute to search out 
the world to find a country wheie they are ac­
ceptable!' he said. "They are automatically ac­
cepted in their country of birth!' 

But not.necessarily welcome. 'It's a strong 
fear that I have!' Alejandro Gonwz said of the 
prospect of returning to El Salvador. "1 need 
to educate my children. 1 need to forget my 
whole past, and 1 need a country where there 
is peace and tranquility!' he said. 

Classifieds 
To place a classified ad, call 
454-7050 between 8:30 
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. Classified 
ads cost 50 cents a word 
with a $7.50 minimum. If 
you mail your ad to us, you 
may enclose payment or 
include a billing address. 

General 

Ga&sfTfeanfcs 2 
SPECIAL THANKS to Sacred Ht ir t ot 

Jesus and St. Jude for prayers 
answered. T.A.J. 

SPECIAL THANKS St. Jude, Jesus, 
Blessed Mother, Guardian Angel, all 
Saints for favors received. W. W. 

THANK YOU St. Jude tor the help and 
prayer answered my faithful friend, 
B.E.R. 

THANKS TO Jesus, His Blessed 
Mother and St Jude for favors 
received. H.W. 

THANKS TO St. Jude and St. Anthony 
for favors received. N.E.R. 

MORTGAGES WANTED II you took 
back a mortgage when selling your 
property and would like cash CALL 
At Overacker 594-9267 

Employment 

nagtiiMRWiB. f * 
HELP WANTED • FULL TIME Person 

with training and experience in 
office procedure*. Typing neces­
sary. Job requires aptitude at 
telephone sales. Fee Brothers, 453 
Portland Ave. 544-3530. 

SALES OFFEflS MORE... 
'nan any other career we provrrje orospec's . " . 

reeled territories and unlimited potential r< you oc 
sire Freedom ana oelieve m yourself man *e -e 

'or you VVe will inollvale train ano TiaKe you 

succeeo 
SMd r M M M Of CON C* *K t 

W l f a n i T. H a w 
300 Tulip Street 
Liverpool. N.V. 130M 
{11 • ) 4 S 1 - T S M 

ffiiife Warrtotf 14 
SALES POSITION open. Earn approx­

imately S9.50/hr. selling wicker 
furniture, wall decors and baskets. 
For more information call: Qilda, 
(718)798-4588. 

TYPISTS - $500. weekly at home! Write 
P.O. Box 975, Elizabeth NJ 07207 

Director, Annual Appeal 
The Rochester. New York Catholic Di­
ocese is seeking a Director of the An­
nual Appeal and consultant for parish 
giving. Duties include overall manage­
ment and marketing of the Appeal, as 
well as Parish Giving Programs. 
Candidates for this position must 
have an advanced degree in related 
field and proven experience and suc­
cess in fund raising, possess strong 
verbal and written communications 
skills. 
Qualified individuals send resume 
and salary history to: 

Rochester Catholic Diocese 

Attn: Martha Anciukaitis 
1150 Buffalo Road 
Rochester, New York 14624 
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ELMIRA/CORNING 
The Courier-Journal is look­
ing tor a part-time Advertis­
ing Sales Representative to 
handle the Corning and 
Elmira areas. If interested, 
call (716) 4S4-70S0, or 
send letter and resume to: 

Bernie Puglisi 
c/o Courier-Journal 
114 South Union St. 
Rochester, NY 14607 
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WANTED.. . 12 people who 
want to lose weight and 
make money. Call Peggy 
381-1788. 

l l f n n l n rM -. *& 
BABYSITTING DAYS Preferred In 

tants up, Lyeil-Delco area. 25 years' 
experience. Good references. 254-
7461 

HOUSEKEEPER - Flexible, refer-
ences. 467-6584 after 4. 

Wasted ?** Buy 3? 
OO YOU HAVE any old quilts, 

handmade, good condition'' I would 
like to buy them. Call 671-2495 after 
4 

Wanted ?a Buy 37 
FURS Any kind, good condition 

cash Connie's, 544 3331 Tues thru 
Sat., 11-6. 

QPi*"*"**6 ^ Household Goods 
HAVE PATENTS Form your own 

company with my patents. 586-6344. 

Buy/Sell—General 

3* 
DO YOU HAVE A PET that needs a 

home? The Courier-Journal will print 
your ad for $2.00. Be humane - give 
someone a chance to care for your 
fuzzy friend! Call the C J at 
464-7060 to place your ad. 

"HEIDI" 6Vi year old female pedi­
greed German Shepherd, with 
papers. Has all shots. To good 
home with large yard (I am moving 
by July 30). 342-9746. 

Merchandise 
lor Sate 

BRAIDED RUG, 11x14. Custom made 
gold & brown w/pad. Must sell 
9 8 6 5 6 1 6 . 

EIGHT FOOT, white and black alumi-
num awning. Like new, $75.00. Call 
Jane at 467-8916. 

NIGHT CRAWLERS - 70c/dozen. 
Generous overcount. 689-4614 or 
328-4331, ask for Matt. 

teutsstioM Sales * t 
HOME SWEET HOME. Estate & 

Household Sales. 10 years' experi­
ence; free estimates. We also buy 
accumulations. Nancy Flaherty, 
533-1746 

Property 

{or Seat 
NORTHEAST - ONE BEDROOM Apt. 

Mature woman preferred. S250, 
includes heat. 268-9306, 4:30 p.m. • 
8:30 p.m. 

TWO BEDROOM, Glenwood Ave. 
Appliances, carpet, laundry, park-
ing, small pets. S375 + . 647-1873. 

M I D T O W N M A N O R 
APARTMKNTS 

I FOR AGt 52 ANI> OLDKR ( 
IlleOllle unci O.-i.iip'.illi.j 

KequiiemeiUs 
• Sludio >220 

• One Bedroom U7H 
All Ulil i l.es Imll lUcd 

MonlliU Mass Semees 
r I\so Blocks 1 rom Midlown lJla/-j 

On Direel Bus Line 
475 hasl Broau Si 

S46-3650 

Transportation 

7& 
1982 CHEVY Malibu Classic Wagon. 

Excellent, air, cruise, V-8, $5100 
442 6517 

Calligraphy at 

C a l l i g r a p h y 
Hand done, poetry, sayings, 

diplomas, invitations, awards, 
whatever. Also, matte work 

Call ChrU: 235-4863 

Services 

FLUTC VOCAL S U I T * * - TRIQ 

KoU'JLt 

DAVID TAYLOR 7]e-4se-8«oe 

DON WARNER BLACKTOP, sealcoat-
ing. Driveways, parking areas. Free 
estimates. 24 years' experience. 
254-7461 or 458-1357. 

In&ttuctionl 
Schook « 4 

TUTORING ADULTS/children - read 
ing, , spelling, grammar, composi­
tion; .thorough study methods 
taught. Homework corrected. 385 
2313. 

TUTORING - CERTIFIED Teacher will 
teach reading, math, Grades 15. 
Greece area. 865 81.45. 

: L.ii? 
EXTRA CARE taken by a lady painter 

and paper hanger. Freee estimates 
after 4:00. 244-1892 

PAINTING S, PAPESHANG1NG tex­
tured swirl ceilings Free estimates, 
quality work. Dan Burgmaster, 
6630827 

PAINTING Expert interior and exterior. 
Reliable, reasonable; references. 25 
years' experience. Tom Mulhern, 
248-9653 

Physical Fi^nssa 145. 
JACKIE SORENSEN's Aerobic Dane 

ing — Summer session starts June 
30th -
334-9044. 

Fun and safe. Call Pat, 

82 Plumbmfl £%-
ACCUPLUMBING Service Today! Free 

estimates, senior citizen discount. 
John Viele. 342-0S16, Near Ridge 
Rd. 

Entertainment 84 Stejiajr::Sar^6i6 i f i 
hi kathy ... here s the header lor 

entertainment... thanxl 

nm 

REFRIGERATOR & FREEZER REPAIR. 
Experienced, reliable repairman. 
House call only St.8.00. Call Now, 
288-1965. 

LICENSED FAMILY-TYPE HOME lor 
adults. Private and semi-private 
rooms available. Man, woman or 
couple. (716)634-5916 

RoQfmg/QitHsra 121 
GUTTER CLEANING $24.95. Fully 

insured, friendly service. Call 533-
2260 or 334-0701 

Ulilil.es

