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The Bible 
We call ourselves Christians 

"Barnabas;* .lames said, "if you are will
ing, we need your assistance in a certain 
matter!' James knew that this good man 
was always ready to give his help to the new 
Church, but he didn't want to.take unfair 
advantage of him. 

"If it has anything to do with our great 
cause, of course 1 am willing," Barnabas 
answejred, smiling as if he had read James 
thoughts. 

"During the persecution of our Church 
in Jerusalem;' James began, "many of these 
believers tied to other cities. There they con
tinued to preach about Jesus" 

"Well, that certainly is encouraging 
news;' Barnabas replied. 

"Yes, it is," James said, nodding in agree
ment. "We have heard that there is now a 
large group of followers living in Antioch. 
We need someone to go there and check on 
their progress and report these findings 
back to us in Jerusalem?" 

"I will leave first thing in the morning;' 
Barnabas said firmly. 

"Thank you, good friend. Now get some 
rest;' James advised. "You work too hard" 

Antioch was several days' journey from 
Jerusalem.Jt was a large city under Roman 
jurisdiction, but remained, nevertheless, a 
center of Greek culture. 

When Barnabas reached the center of 

town, he paused to rest for awhile. Just 
across the town square, someone had built 
a statue of the pagan god, Zeus. Antioch 
was certain; to be filled with these symbols, 
because the Greek's had a long history of 
pagan worship. Barnabas frowned disap
provingly and wondered how the Church 
had survived in such an atmosphere. It 
offended him to be among these signs of 
idolatry. 

"You may worship no other god than the 
Lord thy God," said the stranger as he sat 
down beside Barnabas. 

"And you shall not make for yourself any 
idols;' answered Barnabas, turning to look 
at the stranger who had spoken. He was a 
young man of perhaps 18 or 19, probably 
in search of a few moments of idle conver
sation. 

"Antioch is a storehouse of these graven 
images;' the stranger said. "You'll see them 
all over the city. And yet, the new movement 
continues to grow. arftH*fosper!' 

• "The new movement?" said Barnabas. 
"The neW Church, the followers of Jesus;' 

the young man replied. 
"So what we heard in Jerusalem is cor

rect!''' Barnabas said with a great deal of 
pleasure. "The Church has indeed taken 
root in Antioch'' 

"Yes, it has, and it has strong roots 

among the Greeks as well as the Jews;' his 
companion explained. "Here in Antioch, 
we call ourselves 'Christians'". 

'"Christians', followers of Christ;' Bar
nabas said. "I like that. I lilce that very 
much." 

The next day, Barnabas went to meet the 
other members of the Church in Antioch. 
He was very impressed by their faith in 
Jesus. Barnabas decided to go to Tarsus and 
bring Paul back with him to Antioch to 
help the new Church. Together 'they 
ministered to both the Greeks and the Jews, 
and taught them all about the beliefs of 
Jesus. They also sent word to the Church 
in Jerusalem about the Greek converts. A 
short time later a letter arrived from James. 
Paul frowned as he read it. 

"James says that our Greek people must 
become Jews first before they can be fully 
accepted into the Church," Paul said. 
"That's ridiculous!" 

"Now, PauK' Barnabas said calmly, 
"don't get yourself all worked up. The 
Church in Jerusalem probably holds the 
same view of the Greeks as the one you and 
I usecLto have. They see these Greeks as the 

worshippers of false gods!' 
"But, if they could see our Greeks — they 

are an example of what it means to be faith-
filled!" 

'1 know, Paul. It is just going to take 
some time. It'll all work out, you'll see;' Bar
nabas replied. 

"Jesus is for everyone who accepts Him 
in faith, not just the Jews!' Paul argued. 

Paul and Barnabas continued their work 
at Antioch for a year. There was still no 
agreement from the Church in Jerusalem 

about the Greek converts. One. day the 
prophet, Agabus, came to a Church meet
ing and asked Paul and Barnabas if he 
could speaki to the people gathered there. 

"I have had a vision;' he said. "The Spirit 
has inspire<ji me to tell you that a great 
famine will| come soon upon the land of 
Israel:' 

When the! people heard this, they decided 
to take up a collection so that they could 
send an offjering to the Church in Jerusa
lem. Each person gave as much as he could. 
They gave the gift to Barnabas and Paul to 
take to James and the other elders in 
Jerusalem. 

"Tell James that we give our offering in 
the spirit of Christian love and unity?' they 
said. i 

A great (famine did come, just as Agabus 
had predicted, during the reign of Claudius. 

For discussion: 
1) Whatiwas the "great cause" that Bar

nabas spoke about? 
2) Barnabas was offended by the. statue 

to a false god. What types of false gods do 
we have today? 

3) Is Jesus just for a select few people? 
What did Paul say was necessary for accep
tance into, the Church? 

For further reading: 
1) The sjtory of the Church at Antioch is 

found in the New Testament in Acts, Chap
ter 11:19-^0. 

2) Barnjabas and the young man named 
two comnjiandments in their conversation. 
The Ten Commandments are found in the 
Old Testarnent in Exodus, Chapter 20:3-17. 

One-woman play set at Cenacle retreat center Cenacle Center schedules overeaters' retreat for June 
J. Janda's one woman play "Julian;' with 

Roberta Nobleman, will be presented at the 
Cenacle Center for spiritual Renewal on Sun
day, June 8, at 2 p.m. The afternoon will in
clude the play, refreshments, a presentation, 
reflection and discussion. 

Based on the life of Julian of Norwich — 
woman, mystic, spiritual guide — the program 
includes a real look at Julian's theology and 

what it means today; Julian's concept of "no 
wrath in God;' the feminine in God and Jesus; 
her radical teachings regarding sin; and her re
sponse to the question, "Who do you say I 
am?" 

The offering for the afternoon is $10. Reser
vations are necessary; contact the Cenacle, 693 

• East Ave., Rochester, (716) 271-8755. 

Compulsion controls and communications 
changes will be the subject of a retreat for 
compulsive overeaters, June 13-15, at the 
Cenacle Center for Spiritual Renewal, 693 
East Ave., Rochester. Sister Mary Sullivan, 
a member of. Overeaters Anonymous, will 
direct the retreat. 

The weekend will offer reflection on the 

spiritual emotional and physical aspects of 
overeating. Along with a film slide pre
sentation, talks and discussions, there will be 
time for quiet prayer and an opportunity for 
private consultation with one of the Cenacle 
sisters. An offering of $60 is requested. 

For reservations or information, please 
contact I the Cenacle Ministry Office at 
(716)271-8755. 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
THOSE WHO WISH TO HAVE ARRANGEMENTS CARRIED OUT IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE IDEALS OF THEIR FAITH, CONTACT THE FUNERAL DIRECTORS LISTED 
BELOW FOR PRE-NEED OR AT-NEED SERVICES AND COUNSELING. 

Ashton-Smith 
Funeral Home Inc. 

(716) 482-6260 
Mattle Funeral Home 
• (716) 482-2440 

853 Culver Rd. 
Malcolm M Nulton James R Gray 

Burns-Hanna 
Funeral Home 

1795 East Ridge Rd. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14622 

(716)467-5745 

| CHILI | 

Leo M. Bean 
Funeral Home, Inc. 

2771 Chili Ave. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14624 

(716) 235-4134 
We Invite Comparison 

I ROCHESTER] 

Corbett 
Funeral Home, Inc. 
Roger G. Blakeslee 
2771 Chili Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14624 
(716) 235-2000 

Polvino & Granata 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Serving Rochester and Gates 

Frank Qranata 
371 Lake Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14608 
(716)458-3341 

Schauman-Sulewski 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Edwin Sulewski 
2100 St. Paul Street 

Rochester, N.Y. 14621 
(716) 342-3400 

IRONDEQUOIT 

Edward H. Dreier 
Funeral Home Inc. 
Edward H. Dreier 
Alan E. Giltner 

1717 Portland Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14617 

(716)342-8500 

Paul W. Harris 
Funeral Home Inc. 
Richard P. Harris 
Charles E. Davis 

570 Kings Highways. 
(corner Titus) 
(716)544-2041 

May Funeral Home 
George L May Jr. 

Raymond L Welch 
2793 Culver Rd. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14622 
(716)467-7957 

| GREECE] HENRIETTA 

Arndt Funeral Home 
1118 Long Pond Rd. 

(near Maiden Lane) 

Greece, N.Y.14626 
Ronald John Arndt 

Parking for over 100 cars 
(716) 225-6350 

Vay, Schleich 
and Meeson 

Funeral Home Inc. 
"Greece's Largest and 

Most Complete Facilities" 

2692 Dewey Avenue 
Greece, N.Y. 14616 

(716)663-5827 

Henry D. Halloran.? 
Son Inc. 

Funeral Home 
5781 W. Henrietta Rd. 
Henrietta, N.Y. 14586 

(716) 334-9350 
Francis J. Martin Sr, 

Francis Joseph Martin Jr. 

m 

Michael R. Yackiw 
Funeral Home 
1270 Norton St. 

Rochester, N.Y. 1462(1 
(716)544-5000 j 

If no answer 342-9300 

Schauman-Sulewski 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Edwin Sulewski 

2100 St. Paul Street 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716> 342-3400 

] [ MACEDON 

Payne-Nulton 
Funeral Home Inc 

22RickfordSt.1 
Macedon, N.Y. 14502 

(315)986-7781 
Malcolm M. Nulton 

James ft Gray 

2301 Dewey Avenue 
Opposite Holy Sepulchre Cemetery 

HART M O N U M E N T CO. 

Younglove-Smith 
Funeral Home, Inc. 

Serving Greece 

1511 Dewey Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14615 

(716)458-6200 

| GATES | 

Alvah Halloran 
and Son, Inc. 
Funeral Home 

H. Daniel Halloran 
2125 Chili Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14624 
(716) 247-7590 

I [ PENFIELD 

Nulton Funeral Home 
1704 Penfield Road 
Penfield N.Y. 14526 

(716) 381-3900 
Malcolm M. Nulton 

James R. Gray 

Since 1856 865-6746 


