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Yes, Lord, I will

Ananias stood at the door and greeted
his guests warmly as.they entered his
house. **Peace be with vou,’” he said as he
shook their hands.

They were all followers of the Way —
members of the new Church that believed
in lesus Christ as the Messiah and the Son
of God. Fvery night theswe followers

Ananias was one of the lcaders of the
church in Damascus. Tonight he was
clearly troubled about something, and he
tried to compose himself before he spoke
to the fellow believers.

“Friends in Christ,” he began, ‘1 have
«ad news from the church in Jerusalem.
A< vou know, the Jewish leaders have
strongly opposed our new Church. They
have arrested many of our members for
preaching the cood news about Jesus. The
Jewish leaders have brought them to trial

. before the Sanhedrin. ™

their taces for <ome kind of response.
Fhey waited anxiously for him to con-
tinue. As their leader, he must show faith
-not fear.

“But now.”" Ananias continued, *'l
must report that one of our Church
members, Stephen, was arrested and tried
by the Sanhedrin. Stephen didn’t weaken
for @ moment in his faith in Jesus. His
beliefs enragced all who heard him speak.
Stephen was stoned to death and now is
the first follower to die- for his belief in
Jesus. ™

A hushed sense of disbelief fell over the
group. It was Ananias who broke the

gathered for prayer and fellowship.’

Ananias paused @ moment and watched.

silence. “*Stephen is just the beginning of
a new wave of persecution that has begun
against our Church. It doesn’t surprise
me. Jesus said that we would have to
suffer, but He also told us that He'd never
leave us. Faith in" Jesus will keep us
strong. We still have much to be thankful
for; the Church continues to grow despite
the persecution.™

Ananias led a prayer service, and the

. meeting ended. One of the followers;

Benjamin, waited for the others to leave
so that he could speak to Ananias.
‘‘Ananias, you seem very worried,” he
said. *‘It’s going to get much worse for us,
isn’tit?"”

“*The Jewish leader< are perhaps as
determined in their lack of belief in Jesus
as we are in our belief”” Ananias ad-
mitted. “‘There is something else that |
didn't mention to the others. A man,
Saul, is tireless in his search for followers
of thé Way. He intends to arrest all
believers and bring them to trial. | have
heard that he plans to come to Damascus
from Jerusalem where he has been re-
sponsible for the persecution of many of
our Church members.™' -

“‘But. Ananias.”' Benjamin said
calmly, ‘‘we must remain committed to
bringing the message about Jesus to
people everywhere. This is our mission as

* His followers.*”

“] know, Benjamin. And we can do
nothing less. Please pray fior me. Pray for
us all.”’ Ananias said sadly.

Meanwhile, in Jerusalem, Saul began a
house-to-house search for the followers of
Jesus.-He went to the high priest and said,
“*‘Many of these criminals have fled to
Damascus. | will go there and bring them
back for trial. Please provide me with a

!

letter of introduction to the synagogues in
Damascus.”’

The very next day, Saul set off for
Damascus. Suddenly, as he approached
the city, a brilliant light shone down upon
him from heaven. Saul was very
frightened and fell to the ground. Then he
heard a voice say, ‘‘Saul, Saul, why are
you persecuting Me?"’

Saul tried to see who was calling him,
but the light was so bright that it had
blinded him. He called out, ‘“Who is

speaking to me? Who am [ persecuting?’’ -

The voice replied, ‘] am Jesus, the one
you are persecuting. Now go into the city
of Damascus and await further instruc-
tions.’

The two men traveling wnh Saul had to
lead him by the arm into the city because
he could not see. They took him to a
house ‘'on Straight Street. Saul neither ate
nor drank for three days. Instead, he
prayed silently to the Lord. “*Oh, Jesus,”’
he said, *‘I am sorry for all of my sins
against ‘'You. Please forgive me. | give my
whole life over to You; I am Your
servant.”” ’

In another house in Damascus, Ananias
was praying, too. ‘‘Please, Jesus, increase
my faith. | want to be a strong witness for
You. Help us to survive this persecution.’’

As Ananias continued to pray, the Lord
spoke to him in a vision. ‘“‘Ananias, |
want you to go to the house of Judas on
Straight Street. There you will find a man
named Saul. He is praying to Me right
now. | have shown him a vision of you
coming in and healing him of his blind-
ness."’” .

“But, Lord,”” Ananias replied, *‘we
have all heard about the terrible things
Saul has done in Jerusalem to our fellow
believers. Now he has come to Damascus
to arrest all of us here who believe in
You.”

The Lord answered, ‘“Go and do as |
say. | have chosen Saul to take My
message to aII nauons He will suffer
much for Me.’

“Yes, Lord, I will,"”” Ananias said in
faith.

" Ananias went to Judas’ house where he
found Saul praying, just as the Lord had
told him. He laid his hands on Saul and
said, ‘‘Saul, you will now be known as
Paul. Jesus has sent me to restore your
sight so that you can serve Him as a
witness to the truth.”’

Instantly, Paul could see, and Ananias
baptized him. After Paul had eaten and
was strengthened, he went to the syna-
gogue to tell everyone about Jesus.
Benjamin and the other believers were
amazed. ‘‘Ananias,”” Benjamin said,
*“‘this is truly a miracle. The Church will
survive the persecution just as Jesus
promised.”’

When the Jewish leaders heard Paul
preachmg about Jesus, they were very
angry. ‘‘Has he gone mad?’’ he asked.
“This man came to Damascus to arrest
these followers and now he has joined
ranks with them. We will not allow him to
escape. Guard the city gates day and night
and arrest him.”’

When the believers discovered these
plans, they helped Paul to escape. During
the night, they hid him in a basket and
lowered it over the city walls. Before Paul
left, he turned to Ananias and said,
**Thank you for all of your help. I don’t
deserve it after all of the trouble I caused.
But know this, wherever I go, 1 will tell

_everyoneabout Jesus.’

**Goodbye, my friend,”’ Ananias said.
“God certainly does move in mysterious
ways. There is much work 1o be done. |
will pray for your success.”’

For Discussion:

1. What does it mean to be a follower
of the Way?

2. Jesus spoke 1o Paul and Ananias in
dramatic ways as they prayed to Him.
How does Jesus speak to us today?

3. Did Jesus answer the prayers of both
Paul and Ananias? )

For Further Reading:

- The story of Paul’s conversion is found
in the New Testament in Acts, Chapter
9:1-25.
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THOSE WHO WISH TO HAVE ARRANGEMENTS CARRIED OUT IN ACCORDANCE i:
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WITH THE IDEALS OF THEIR FAITH, CONTACT THE FUNERAL DIRECTORS LISTED §

BELOW FOR PRE-NEED OR AT-NEED SERVICES AND COUNSELING

~

ROCHESTER

Ashton-Smith
Funeral Home Inc.
(716) 482-6260
Mattle Funeral Home
(716) 482-2440
853 Culver Rd.

Malcolm M Nulton James R Gray

Cdrbett
Funeral Home, Inc.
Roger G. Blakeslee
2771 Chili Avenue

Rochester, NY. 14624
{716) 235-2000

Polvino & Granata
Funeral Home Inc.
Serving Rochester andCa!es
Frank Granata
371 Lake Avenue
Rochester, N.Y. 14608
{716) 458-3341

Schauman
Funeral Home Inc.
Edwin Sulewski

2100 St. Paul Street
Rochester, N.Y. 14621
(716) 342-3400

Michael R. Yackiw
Funeral Home
1270 Norton St.

Rochester, NY. 14621
(716) 544-5000
If no answer 342-9300

°

Younglove-Smith
Funeral Home, Inc. ,

Serving Greece
1511 Dewey Avenue
Rochester, N.Y. 14615
(716) 458-6200

IRONDEQUOIT

GATES

Burns-Hanna
Funeral Home
1795 East Ridge Rd.
Rochester, N.Y. 14622
(716) 467-5745

Edward H. Dreier
Funeral Home Inc.
Edward H. Dreier
Alan E. Giltner
1717 Portland Avenue
Rochester, N.Y. 14617

(716) 342-8500

Paul W. Harris
Funeral Home Inc.
Richard P. Harris
Charles E. Davis
570 Kings Highway S.
(corner Titus)
(716) 544-2041

May Funeral Home
George L. May Jr.
Raymond L. Welch
2793 Culver Rd.
Rochester, N.Y. 14622
(716) 467-7857

Schauman
Funeral Home Inc.
Edwin Sulewski'

2100 St. Paul Street
Rochester, N.Y. 14621
(716) 342-3400

Alvah Halloran
and Son, Inc.
Funeral Home
H. Daniel Halloran
2125 Chili Avenue
Rochester, NY. 14624
(716) 247-7590

GREECE

HENRIETTA

MACEDON

Leo M. Bean
Funeral Home, Inc.

2771 Chili Ave.
Rochester, NY. 14624
(716) 235-4134

We Invite Comparison

Arndt Funeral Home
1118 Long Pond Rd.
tnear Maiden Lane)
Greece, N.Y. 14626
Ronald John Arndt

Parking for over 100 cars

(716) 225-6350

Vay, Schleich
and Meeson
Funeral Home Inc.

' Greece's Largest and
Most Complete Faciities

2692 Dewey Avenue
Greece, N.Y. 14616
(716) 663-5827

Henry D. Halloran
Son Inc.
Funeral Home
5781 W. Henrietta Rd.
Henrietta, NY.. 14586
(716) 334-9350
Francis J. Martin Sr.
Francis Joseph Martin Jr.

Payne-Nulton
Funeral Home Inc.
22 Rickford St.
Macedon, N.Y. 14502
(315) 986-7781
Malcolm M. Nulton
James R. Gray

PENFIELD

Nulton Funeral Home
1704 Penfield Road
Penfield NY. 14526

{716) 381-3900
Malcolm M. Nuiton
James R. Gray

2301 Dewey Avenue

HART MONUIVIENT CO

Opposite Holy Sepulchre Cemetery

"Since 1856
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