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When the Nazareth Academy class of 1986
marches down the aisles of the Eastman
Theatre next month — decked out in white
formal gowns and carrying red roses adorned
with blue ribbons — Colleen Guilen won’t be
in the procession. Colleen, the cheery
Nazareth senior featured on the Courier-
Journal’s first Echo page (January 16), died
Wednesday, May 7, 1986.

Colleen’s death came as a progression of
spina bifida, a spinal defect that had left her
paralyzed from the waist down. Confined-to

a wheelchair, she had often felt cut off from |

her peers until she entered high school. But in
these last four years — and especially in the
weeks before her death — Colleen had
become as much like other girls her age as
possible. Only four days before she was

" stricken with a brain-stem collapse at her

Penfield home, Colleen, had attended
Nazareth’s annual Father-Daughter Dinner
Dance with her father, Martin Gullen. She
was looking forward to graduation and

starting Nazareth College next fall. She evenr

_planned to attend her senior ball.

In his-homily during the Mass of Christian
Burial for Colleen, Father James Moynihan,
pastor of St. Joseph’s Church in Penfield,
said her death can be seen as a “‘frustrated
dream or a short-circuited ambition, as plans
that will never be realized ... Her father has a
different view, and | ask you to try to hang
on to that view. Her father said she died at
the crest of her wave. It was a wave she was

- climbing for 19 years against all odds,”

Father Moynihan noted. .

- ““At Nazareth Academy, she really
achieved and accomplished everything she set
out to do. She achieved during school hours
and after school hours,”’ he continued, citing
Colleen’s involvement in such extracurricular
activities as the Nazareth Freshman and
Perosian choirs, newspaper, literary maga-
zine and yearbook as well as her volunteer
work at St. Mary’s Hospital, receptionist
duties at St. Joseph’s rectory and her
participation’'in the parish’s folk and youth
groups. '

“In our own imperfect and very limited
way, we think of death as a catastrophe. We
think of it as an enemy. We think of it as
something to be avoided. In another way it
can be a friend,’’ Father Moynihan said.*‘]
think that’s the way Colleen looked at death.
I know she wasn’t afraid of it.”’

- He. explained that when Colieen was
stricken Tuesday afternoon,
mother ““I’'ll be OK, mom. I'm just going to
take a little rest.”” She had leaned back
against the pillow and closed her eyes. ‘‘Now
she’s given her eyes to someone else,’’ Father
Moynihan said, ‘‘and I hope that person can

she told her
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Burial.
see the world as clearly as Colleen saw it and
understand as deeply as she understood.

“‘She really had reached her peak,’ Father
Moynihan concluded. “*Only God could have
taken her any higher, and He did.”

Though Colleen will not go through
graduation ceremonies with her class, it is
clear that in some way, she will remain with
her friends and classmates at Nazareth and
that they, in turn, will remain with the Gullen
family. ‘

Numerous vehicles — from private cars
and the Nazareth van to a school bus — were
pressed into service to take Nazareth students
and a number of teachers to the funeral Mass
at St.- Joseph’s. During the Mass, the
Perosian Choir, of which Colleen had been
such a proud member, sang the school’s aima
mater, ‘‘The Lord is My Light.”’ The choir’s
other song was expressive of the effect
Colleen had had on the lives of those at
Nazareth. *‘Without love,”’ it proclaimed, *‘!
am nothing.”’ Let the rivers run dry, ‘‘but
don’t let the day begin without love.”’

Love was Colleen’s gift to her class-
mates and teachers at Nazareth. *‘The
reason we said yes to Colleen immediately —
we didn't even think of building modifica-
tions, which we had to do — is that we
thought it would be really good for our
kids,”’ said Sister Carol Cimino, director of
development -at Nazareth. Sister Carol cited
several examples in which students had
matured through helping Colieen — wheel-
ing her to and from classes and lunch, and
even carrying her onto stage for Perosian
performances. ‘‘What a picture, this one kid
carrying another!”’ Sister Carol exclaimed.

Sister Carol said that Colleen’s mother,
Naricy Gullen, had related an anecdote from
Colleen’s first choir performance. As Mrs.
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When you're buying a new cool-
ing system for your home, you're
really buying freedom. Freedom
from summer’s scorching heat. And
freedom from worry about
‘'your family’s comfort
and safety. .

- That's why we work so
hard ot Heil 1o make our §
cooling products de-
pendable and

trouble-free.

product goes to mar-
ket, it goes through
our product testing
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industry. If it doesn’t measure up in
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5, of Heil residential cooling
. products, including
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Elite air conditioner.
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24 Kingsley Rd.

ON PARTS
AND LABOR!

| 235-3100
342-8980
624-5430

Rochester, N.Y. 14611
Rochester, N.Y. 14615
Rochester, N.Y. 14612

b4

In memory of their classmate Colleen Guilen. members of Nazareth Academy's Perosian
Choir sang the school’'s aima mater, '“The Lord Is My Light,”’

at her Mass of C‘hristian

Gulllen watched her daughter sing, some-
thing had seemed o cross Colleen’s face.
Asked about 1 on the way home, Colleen
had replied, “*Mom, for the first tme |
wasn't ditferent; | was one of the kids."”

“*Colleen always had something . funny to
tell you,'"'Sister Carol recalled. **She’d wave
her finger at vou to bend down ... she loved
littie jokes and one-liners, '

“When you (the Courier-Journal) did the
story on her, I joked with her that [ had to go
on another game show because she was
gecting more publicity. She thought that was
very funny.

**She always had a real cheery outlook on
life. She was so eager 1o please, o meet
everybody’s expectations. She was such a
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soung hid,”” Sister Carol conclided.

Nazareth students and  faculty will re-
member Colleen with a memaotial service this
weeh. And, ina sense, Colleet’s family will
have a part in the ceremonies at the Bastman
Fheatre. The traditional graduation bouguet
ol red roses tied with a blue ribbon, which
Colleen was to have carried down the aisle,
was among the floral arrdngements (hat
adorned her cotfin at the funerdl parlor.

In addition 1o her parents, Colleep iy
survived by four sisters, Michelle, Dgbra,
Erin and Stephanie; her brother, Marty
several aunts, uncles and cousins. Donali
may be made 10 the Spina Bifida Assogiation
of Rochester, P.O. Box 3, Fairport, N.Y.
14450. :
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St. John Fisher

COLLEGE

Rochester, New York

e Three summer sessions

Gerontology
Conversational Chinese 1
Power Reading
Personal Development
A New Image for You
Before Parenting -
Stress Management
Assertiveness Training
Golf Clinic
Home Buying

¢ Registration: by mail or in person

® Credit course enroliment

Entitles you to recreational use of Fisher's superb athletic facilities
which include a nine-hole golf course at nominal fees.

¢ For information, registration
or a brochure call (716) 385-8317 .

* Credit — (Non-credit*) courses

St. John Fisher College admits students without regard to race, cre@d; :
sex, nationality, age, ethnic origin or handicap. v

May 27 — July 3
. July 7 — Aug. 15
May 27 — Aug. |

An[hropology

Accounting Biology
Management Chemistry Psychology a

: Computers Physics Sociology
Mathematics Communication Philosophy
‘Economics English Religious Studies
Real Estate* Languages

¢ Non-Credit and Personal Enrichment Courses; “

Personal Financial Planning

Basic Photography

Computer and Data ¥ricessing
for the Layman

Sports Psychology and
Athletic Performance

SAT/PS.AT.
Preparation - Math"
Preparation - Verbul
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