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Re@%a;t performance

Cardinal Mooney ace Julie St@u_lb
_pitched a no-hitter against Aquinas
last Eudayg the second such fegf in
the senior's illustrious career. 8ge
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World

Marchers beaten in Paraguay

Sao Paulo, Brazil — Police in the
Paraguan capital of Asuncion reportedly
beat May Day demonstrators marching
from Mass to join a rally in a city square
May 1. The incident cume amid a series of
strikes and demonstrations against the
military government of 73-year-old Gen.
Alfredo Stroessner, who has ruled under a
civil rights-limiting state of siege for 31
years. After hearing a homily on the
significance of May Day for workers given
by Bishop Mario Melanio Medina Salinas,
demonstrators headed for the square. Eye-

" witness reports say police blocked the street

at either end of the group and began
systematically beating people..

Report on new religious sects

Vatican City — A Vatican progress
report -on religious sects should help pro-
mote ‘‘more understanding than. ag-
gressiveness’’ by Catholics toward new
religious movements. The study also might
help open up the possibility of ecumenical
dialogue with the movements, said Nigerian
Father Jude Okolo, who participated in the
study. '

Unmarried couples need help

Vatican City — Pope John Paul 11 has
asked Italian bishops to take a *‘patient and
loving'' attitude toward couples who have
not had church marriages. ‘‘Pastors nevet
tire of telling people who live together that
they should not consider themselves sepa-
rated from the church,” the pope said.
““Even though it is impossible to admit
them to eucharistic Communion, they are
not excluded from our affection,
benevolence and prayer,’’ he said.

Nation

Pastoral letter ambiguous

New York — National security strategist
Zbigniew Brzezinski, speaking at the annu-
al John Courtney Murray Forum May I,
said the U.S. bishops’ 1983 pastoral letter
on war and peace was ambiguous on
nuclear deterrence in a way that could make
it counterproductive. ‘‘Many things in the
pastoral are helpful, command respect and
provide a framework for long-range ef-
forts,”” he said. ‘*The part that troubles me
most concerns deterrence and what we do if
deterrence fails. It seems to come to the
point that if it fails, nuclear weapons
should not be used. The problem is that this
destroys deterrence.”’

Clergy.disorder needs study

Morristown, N.J. — Sexual molestation of
children by Catholic clergy is the church’s
most serious problem ‘‘in centuries’’ and has
far-reaching consequences, said Dominican
Father Thomas P. Doyle, a canon lawyer.
The church has a deep obligation to the laity
to look into the problem of priests afflicted
by suc¢h a disorder, known as pedophilia, he
added. Amang the costs of pedophilia Father

. Dovle cited were the jailing and possible

suicide of priests, suicide of victims, massive
monetary. settléments paid to victims and
their families, and a nationwide class action
suit against the church for billions of dollars.

35 Cents

Sanctuary workers plan to contmue aid

Reflections

Jeft Goulding/Courier-Journal

At St. Bernard’'s Institute’s fifth annual commencement convocation Friday
evening, May 2, retired Bishop Joseph L. Hogan delivers an address entitled.
‘Walking Down Memory Lane with an Old Theology Textbook in Hand.’ ' During

the ceremony, Bishop Hogan received an honorary doctor of theoﬂy deglgee.

Tucson, Aris. (NU — Sanctuary workers
convicted May | aiding illeral aliens
pledged to continug hclping Central Ameri-
cans and appealed tor greater Charch sup-
port tor the movement. ‘

In the Tueson trial, cight LhLll'L“ worhkers
were found guilty of aiding illegal Central
Americans and face a variety of Pr.sOn ferms
and tines. Three others were acquiv od.

Atter she was convicted Siste . Dailene
Nicgotski, a School Sister of St Francis,
sald, T have noregrets at all.™”

AL 4 New York press conferen o \Ln 2,
Sister Nicrorshr said her order ond some
bishops have given sttong suppeat (0 the
network 3t activists who aid.illeg 1o Central
Americans. U But untortunately, 1 - bishops
as 4 gioup took the lepal opanon ol
corporate lawyers instead o1 Tollewing the
Spirit. "’

The National Conference of  Catholie
Bishops has not taken an othaal p sinon on
the movement, which contends thot Cential
Americans must be sheltered bec cuse they
will be persecuted if toreed 1o retura 1o then
homelands. The movement 1s at oodds with
the Immigration and Naturalization Service,
which categorizes the Centfal Amoeicans as
cconomic refugees and the sanctuar  workers
as smugglers.

Sister Nicgorski said that “'most ot the
refugees are Catholic. The Church s alive
and growing in Central America where there
are martyrs today and where the « hurch s
having to stand up for what it 15 about.” She
added that she hoped the Churo o in the
United States would begin to tab such a
stand.

Another detendant tound guilt”, Fathes
Anthony Clark, a priest of the. [hocese of
Davenport, lowa, in residence & Sacred
Heart Parish in Nogales, Ariz., Soad inoan
interview abter the trial that *so lod. as thete
are retugees there will always be sari tuary ...
1f people come (o me and ask my as-istance |
will respond accordingly.”

“*No one can convince me that what [ have
done (or) am doing is cruninal. §t's 1ie height
of absurdity ;" Father Clark added.

’ Continued on Page S
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Human rights advocates seek mercy by mail

Teresa A. Parsons

Each week, Anita Maruggi receives stories
in the mail that, for- sheer drama, are
virtually unmatched. They are case sheets
from-Amnesty International’s Urgent Action
Network, and they desctibe the plight of real
people in prisons around the world.

Situations such as that of an lIranian
woman who was arrested ftor publicly
distributing leaflets and had her leg am-
putated as punishment.

Or Petrus Nchabaleng, u longtime oppo-

_nent of apartheid, who was killed hours after

he was arrested and reportedly threatened
with death by police officials in the South
African ‘*homeland’” of Lebowa. His family
has been denied access to his body and has
been given no explanation for his death.

Or the rural Colombian teacher "who
disappeared while enjoying his vacation. He
was last seen being taken into custody by
government troops.

Week after week, fresh cases like these
arrive, and Maruggi, human rights
coordinator for the Genesee Valley Office of
Social Ministry, quickly sends them on to
doctors, lawyers, students, teachers, priests,
sisters and parishes around the diocese. -~

In response, these people join thousands
of other people around the world in writing
letters expressing polite concern over the
denial of human rights, whether through
torture, demial of legal due process, refusal

of medical treatment or simply vxolauon of

the righi to life.
“It’s ordinary people wrjling let\_ers for
people they may never meet in countries they

.

»

may never visit,”’ explained Sylvia
Thompson, an Amnesty International
member and tormer coordinator of the
diocesan Human Rights Task Force.

As overwhelming as the number and

severity of cases may be, most writers are:

convineed that their letters work. In aboui
half of all Urgent Action cases, prisonets dare
treated better because of letters, according to
Amnesty International.

“They may get an eaxtra blanket or betier
food. They may not be torced (0 do as much
work or they may be allowcd 10 see d
doctor,” said Thompson. **People tend 10
really sit up and take notice when 500 letters
come in.

Experience indicates that prisoners are
often tortured during their first few days of
detainment, particularly when they are being
held incommunicado. Thus, Amnesty In-
ternational, a worldwide independent human
rights advocacy organization, develeped its
Urgent Action Network in 1974, Urgent
Action is designed to respond quickly to
reports of imprisonment, torture, capital
punishment, extrajudicial executions, inade-
quate medical care and other pressing cases.

Cases for the network are gleaned from
any number of sources — human rights
workers, newspapers, family members.
““Many times a prisoner’s family feels utterly
powerless. They may go from police station
to police station without getting any an-
swers,”” Thompson said.

She described one case reported by her
daughter to illustrate just how quickly
Urgent Action can respond. Her daughter, a

health-care worker 1in Honduras, heard of
two Salvadoran teachers who had e daped 1o
Honduras, but returned to El Sdlvador,
where they were jatled. She reported the case
to Thompson, who called Amnesiy s Fondon
otfice. Tondon otticials i tur, called
soutves i FL Salvador to venty the report.
[he mtormation was nest sent by te.ex from
I ondon to Amnesty’s ottiee in Noderland,
Colorado. Within tive days ot her de ughter's
call, Thompson recernved o her natll an
Urgent Action advisory on the teache s,

She and her husband, Robert became
mvolved with Amnesty Internationa! alniost
nine years ago. Along with other mesabers ol
the then newly established diocesan interna-
tonal Justice and Peace Commiss.on, the
Thompony were Searching Tor acti ey the
commission could zponsor. At the sone time
Amnesty International was in the \potlight
after being awarded the Nobel Prizeru 1977,

“We felt it had real spiritual wnderpin-
nings,”’ Thompson explained. “%hen we
write a letterzwe feel that it's tantarount to
visiting someone in prison a vorporal
work of merey. "

The commission’s Human Righus Tash
Force then took on_the task of recruiting
parishes and othér groups to write. |

Reaction from parishes has been mixed.
Mauny parish human development. comunit-
tees were lukewarm  about adopahg  yet
another cause. Over the years, the aumber of
participants has fluctuated, but curgently, 10
parishes and one Protestant coinmunity ©
comprise the network.
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