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basically believe in the system itself, but
disagree with A, B or C, and | want to work
to change them,’’ he explained.

He stressed , the need to understand the
existence of various levels of teaching within
the Church. *‘1 have never~disagreed with the
core of the faith,’’ he said. ‘‘Most of moral
theology has admitted throughout history
that it is based not on faith but on human
reasoning.”’ :

He emphasized that throughout history,
the Church has changed its positions on
several moral questions, citing in particular
changes in earlier prohibitions agains re-
ceiving interest on loans and on the right to
religious liberty. He also noted that the
Church once declared that slavery was not
intrinsically immoral.

On sexuality, also, the Church has
modified its positions. ‘““The early Church
) taught that the only thing that could keep
an S sexual activity from being sinful was the

1 intent of procreation,’’ Father Curran said.
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He spoke of a continuous tension between
theologians and the hierarchy. Theologians,
he said, are the Church’s advance team,
scouting out the territory ahead.

*‘People have always seen it (theology) as
all or nothing,’’ Father Curran commented.
As an example, he said that after Vatican [l
many lay people asked, ‘‘Now that you’ve
given up the rule against eating meat on
Friday, are you going to throw out Jesus
Christ too?"’

He acknowledged that his case has upset
and angered many faithful Catholics who
may see his dissent as an attempt to radically
change the Church. ““Obviously, | have to be
very cognizant of that,”’ Father Curran said.
‘‘People have looked on the Church as an
absolute, unchanging rock of security in a
changing world.”

Father Curran said he has purposely gone
out of his way to explain the issues of his case
in an effort to avoid hurting faithful
Catholics. *‘I do this because 1 think it is for
the good of the Catholic Church in the long
run. | wouldn’t be responsible if 1 didn’t
realize that some Catholics are going to be
hurt.””

‘Roman Catholic theology never -said to rely on
scripture alone. You have to constantly. try to un-
derstand  scripture in the light of the contemporary
world. Not everything contemporary is good. Some-
times you have to severely criticize the world; sometimes

you should learn fromit.’.

catechism came long after St. Peter's time.
1t was not untii the 7th century that we
accepted seven as the number of sacra-
ments,”” Father Curran noted.

- He again stressed the need for a constant
reinterpretation of scripture in the light of
the contemporary world. That need is related
to the topic of the remarks Father Curran
was to make to the medical community in
Highland Hospital’'s symposium that afier-
noon,

During the symposium, Father Curran was
to talk to doctors about the moral questions
of treatment of handicapped newborns. In

of human life is not absolute.

“I think my position is in accord with
Vatican teaching,”” Father Curran con-
tinued, referring to a Vatican study made
public last October on the artificial pro-
longation of life.

Father Curran spohke of a tension between
opposing emphases within the Church — the
quality of life and the sanctity of hfe.
Determinations on thé use of extraordinary
means, he said, must be decided onoan
individual basiy relving on some  general
norms. ** The genius of Roman Catholic faith
and theology is that you do that all the time.
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