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‘Monsenor’ Oscar Romero: ” :

Death failed to si-lnce" his

By Teresa A. Parsons

He was, in his own words, a man of peace.

But it was his violent death six years ago,
that gained Oscar Arnuifo Romero, Arch-
bishop of San Salvador, the world’s atten-
tion. : : .

Fatefully, he was remembered this year on
Palm Sunday, at the same time when
Christians commemorate another agitator
and ‘‘blasphemer against the state,”” whose
call for justice created a stir among the
people.

Close to 50 people gathered Sunday,
March 23, at St. Anthony of Padua Church
in Rochester to celebrate an interfaith service
marking the sixth anniversary of Archbishop
Romero’s death. A coffin carried into the

_sanctuary of St. Anthony’s was a vivid

reminder of Archbishop Romero’s murder
on March 24, 1980, when he was shot by four
gunmen before more than 100 horrified
onlookers as he celebrated Mass in the chapel
of Divine Providence Hospital in San
Salvador. . '

After Sunday’s. service, participants
walked in a silent, candlelight procession to
Lake Avenue Baptist Church, which last
week was declared by -its congregation as a
sanctuary for those in whose behalf Arch-
bishop Romero worked and died.

Speakers used the opportunity to recall the
sacrifice of other victims of violence in
Central America. ‘‘The blood of martyrs,
well-known and unknown, flows in our
veins. We are called to witness less their
blood be forgotten,” said Father John
Mulligan; pastor of St. Anthony’s. ““We ask
the strength to replicate the sacrifice of the
martyrs of Central America ... to remember
that there is no justice at all until there is
justice forall.”” .

- Prior to his elevation to archbishop, the

Monsenor, as Romero is affectionately °

known in E! Salvador, was an unlikely
champion of the oppressed. From 1974-77,
he was the relatively unknown bishop of
Santiago de Maria. When he was appointed
by the Vatican in 1977 to replace the retiring

Archbishop of San Salvador, Chavez y-

Gonzalez, many reacted with disappoint-
ment.

“It’s ail over,”” one Central American
Jesuit was quoted as saying at the time. *‘The
Vatican doesn’t know what’s happening
here.”’ .

What has been termed ‘‘the conversion’*
of the Monsenor, from conservative to
advocate of land reform and denouncer of

terrorism and violence, happened during his’
.tenure at Santiago de Maria, where he

witnessed firsthand the struggle of peasants
to organize against government repression.
Shortly after he was named, the archbish-
op spoke out against fraudulent presidential
elections, against killings, torture .and re-

call for justice

Isabel Morrison, from Downtown United Presbyterian Cl;urch, shields her candle from

H

Jeff Goulding/Courier-Journal :

the wind during a candlelight vigil held Sunday, March 23, in memory of Bishop Oscar
Romero. The service began at St. Anthony of Padua Church, and proceeded to Lake

Avenue Baptist Chuich.

THEY CAN KILL ME,
: BUT |
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THE CLAMOUR FOR JUSTICE.

AMONG THE PEOPLE
THEY GANNOT SILENCE
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pression by both right and left-wing groups,
and against the disappearance of hundreds of
political opponents of the government.

‘“Yes, 1 have changed,”” he admitted.
**Before, 1 was different — more
spiritualistic, | guess you would say —
because that was what | thought the Lord
wanted of me. Here the situation is very
different, and so my. response has to be very
different. Our people are poor and oppressed
and they are being tortured.”’

Consequently, he was called a communist

Black Church Conference

The 10th annual Mordecai Wyatit Johnson
Institute of Religion will be held at Colgate
Rochester Divinity School and the Trinity
Emmanuel Presbyterian Church, Rochester,
April 1-4. Each day’s session will include
morning and evening worship services held at
the Divinity -School at 11:20 a.m. and at
Trinity Emmanuel Presbyterian Church at 8

p.m. Workshops will be held at 6:30 p:m.,
preceding each evening’s preaching service.
The keynote address. will be delivered on
Friday morning, April 4, at 9:30, and the
conference will close with a choir concert at
7:30 p.m. at the Divinity School. It is free
and open to the public.
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Long noted for it's tradition in clegant dining and
. Coming’s finest motor lodge is now offering

A ROMANTIC
COUNTRY WEEKEND /

eStay with us for two nights and receive 1
complimentary bottle of champagne
*Includes one evening of candlelit dining and the arca’s

: most elegant Sunday brunch ~ :
sEntertainment and dancing in our circular lounge
*Bring vour cross country skis and jice skates for more
recreation on our property

Only $98.95 per couple wx inctuded)
Rescrvations Required
At intersection of Rts. 15 & 417
2 miles from the Corning Glass Center
(607) 962-2456

and traitor by the government, and became
the target of death threats by right-wing
death squads. .

“They can kill me, but the c¢lamor for
justice among the people they cannot
silence,”’ the archbishop responded. **1 will
rise again in my people.”’

Even his fellow bishops termed his efforts
as ‘‘encouragement to communist elements
bent on manipulating the Church and over--
throwing our constitutional government.”’

Monsenor Romero was nominated for the
1979 Nobel Peace Prize, but never believed’
he would receive it. ““The nomination itself is
the prize for me. | would accept it not for
myself, but as an award to the cause of
human rights. This is what sustains me — my -
love for God, my desire to be faithful to the
gospels, and my love for the Salvadoran
people, particularly the poor,”” he said.

Father Charles Mulligan, recently returned
from sabbatical in South and Central
America, assessed the current situation in El
Salvador by recalling a letter he received
from a correspondent there.

*‘She wrote to me about the war coming to
the next-door village. She said one of the first
things that they do is they set land mines.
And one of the first things that happen is the
children get into the land mines,’” he said.

“*We are so massive and so powerful and-
have such grand concerns that | think we
have no room for children and land mines as
an issue.”’

He concluded by calling participants to
renewed dedication in their work for justice.
“‘Let’s act, and let’s act with hope. Let’s
niake it our very lives to live with-hope,” he
said. ‘*We have wonderful efforts, painstak-
ingly constructed, by people that have built
signs of hope right here in this room ...
Remember that the hope and the light that
we have does not depend on the
circunistances around us.’’

'AQUINAS INSTITUTE
THEN AND NOW
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— A series of artigles to appear semi-

- monthly commemorating the sixtieth an-
- - niversary of the s¢hool.

When the Board of Trustees voted to

open Aquinas to the St. Agnes girls, it
was heralded as a [*first” in the school's
history. However, a chironicle of the In-
stitute reveals that|females constituted a
significant number o/ the student popu-
lation when the sghoul opened in 1902.
They remained until 1917 when, follow-
ing 3 Church directive on the need 10 seg-
regate the sexes for beiter education, the
school became all Boys.
" In 1983, the Board voted open enroll-
ment, making it possible for any young
lady to atiend Agquunas. Graduation
ceremonies that year were indeed histor-
ic: the first female|graduates of Aquinas
in fifty years receivgd their diplomas from
the first female Boaid President, Mrs,
Kathleen Lynd.

Traditional actiyitics.— Drama Club,
Band and Cheerleadiag — formerly de-
pendent on othcr?;huols for female par-
ticipation, now featuiz gSur own students.
Band membershiplha~increased and with
the addition of thg ali-girl Color Guard,
the Band has achieve¢ new status in com-
petition.

School spirit is|much in evidence on
the Cheerleading squg.is. Loretta Vaccaro
says, “It’s fun 1o chees for a school whose
teams are well-kngwn:. especially football

and now, basketball’
. With the girls jmcmmg onc-third of

the student populatid:i, there is excellent
opportunity for them: 1o participate ac-
tively in all aspegts &1 the school’s life.
Jackie Mejia, Studenit Council Secretary
says, “Because of the family spirit at-
mosphere, social relatronships are casy to

~ develop. The gir%s feel relaxed in class

with the boys and compete with them on
an equal basis. Thars the real world.
When we receivg thut diploma from a
school with a yezr tradition of aca-
demic excellence for men, we know we've
got somelhing(:}orihwhile!”

Girls’ athletic programs are essential-
ly the same as the boys’ Fall of 86 will
see an all-girt swim team for the first time
at Aquinas. T

Mary Beth Mopre; teacher and coach,
says “Girls have 4 better chance of mak-
ing teams by virtug of their number. Each
has an opportunitly 1o vxpand her 1alents.
Freshmen girls bqncﬁx because they play
on a Varsity team |imitiediately” A unique
facility open to girls s Bell Fieldhouse
featuring a wcig?n room and workout
equipment. P

Everyone agrch girls have made a
difference at Aqyins!

NEXT ISSUE: Priest-Vocation from
Aquinas.

Patd tor by Adtunas Institute

or mail the coupon below to:
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