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Sunday’s Readings: (R3) John 8:1-11;
{R1) lsaiah 43:16-21; (R2) Philippians
3:8-14.

For some people, the Bible is a book
about the past. '

For God’s people, the Bible is a
promise of future greatness. The Bible
always points to the future — future
blessings.

In the first reading, Second-lsaiah
says, ‘‘Remember not the events of the
past — these will pale in the light of
what | am going to do for you.”’

When Second-Isaiah spoke these
words, the Jewish people were on the
verge of giving up their faith in the
Lord, for the Lord seemed to have
forgotten them. They had been in exile,
some for 50 years. They wept by the
rivers of Babylon, and hung their harps
on the willows. Gone was their temple,
gone the magnificent Hebrew liturgy.
They had been scattered among a cruel
people. No king would now save harsh
Babylon.

At this moment, when the Jews were
nearest despair, God spoke to them in
words of exquisite beauty through a
now-unknown poet, Second-Isaiah. His
writing is called **The Book of Consola-
tion" (Isaiah 40-55).

His words of unsurpassed splendor
interpreted the long history of Israel as
one great promise of future glory. The
people listened to his words and became
ever afterward a future-looking people.
They awaited God's definitive interven-
tion in history through His new Messi-
ah.

When the Messiah came, He focused
the new lIsrael toward a new future —
His Second Coming. At first, the early
Christians looked for His coming within
their lifetime. As years proved them
wrong, they discovered the other part of
God’s future promise: the afterlife.

Since then, heaven has always been an

important part of Christian teaching. |

The story in Sunday’s gospel hints at
this teaching. The woman taken in
adultery is forgiven by Jesus and then
sent off to a happy future. Jesus in His
healing mercy blots out her crimson past
and frees her to build a new life, a new
future!

It seemed that the future was what
also steeled Paul to grapple with and
conquer the present. *‘I wish to know
Christ
sufferings ... Thus do I hope that | may
arrive at resurrection ‘from the dead®’

(R2). B .

For  Paul, the sufferings of the
present were as nothing compared with
the glory to come. His whole attention
was fined on the finish line as he ran
toward the prize to which God called
him. :

We know little about heaven. But
Paul said, ‘‘Eye has not seen, ear has
not heard, nor has it so much as dawned
on man what God has prepared tor
those who love him' (1 -Corinthians
2:9).

When Hannibal was crossing the Alps
and there was danger of discouragement
among his soldiers, he kept reminding
them, “*Post Alpes, ltalia — after the
cold Alps, the sunny clime of Italy with
its fruited fields.

The great things the Lord has done
for His people in the past are meant to
prove His enduring love and strengthen
our hope in the far greater things He will
do for us in the future. And our hope in
the future should spur us on to greater
eftfort in the present. The intensity of
our present interest in the Lord and the

depth of our present love will somehow .

be the measure of our enjoyment in the
life to come.

and how to shar¢ in His.

Weekend of Directed Prayer

A Weekend of Directed Prayer is being
offered for lay and religious men and women
in the Southern Tier at Mit. Saviour
Monastery in Pine City. The weekend, which
will provide a special time tor prayer with
individual dirction, will begin on Friday,
April 18, at 7:30 p.m. and conclude on

Sunday, April 20, at 2 p.m. Reservations are

limited and must be made by March

Contact Mrs. Joyce Tritoso, 341 Prospect
r call
" $50.

Hill Rd., Horseheads, N.Y. 14845,
- (607)739-5580, evenings. A donation
is suggested.

SAY HAPPY
EASTER WITH A
SOLID GOLD
- CROSS OR
MEDAL FROM
THE SOURCE

We carry the largest-
'_ selection of 14K and
18K gold crosses and
medals in Rochester,

SAVE 60%

Now thru Easter at
.any of our 3 locations

URC

Prrstord East Roch
Ptace Mall Mail
130U Monioe Ave Fechniplex
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BRIDAL FAVORS

MARTHA’S Cake

Decorating Supplies
Wedding Ornaments with
Ceramic Figurines
italian Doilies (Bonbonnarie)
Gates —

1726 Long Pond Road

< 225-8770

BRIDAL SHOPS

through the eyes of the artist

SJL glora/ .Arfislry

Cxcusine dostgns by
Burbara luppa Amico
sifk and fresh

for appointment phone 53 HitehCouh (ane
6715725 or 6716397 Rochester NY 14825

Bredal gga//ezy
Whire the Tarhions dee ™
Featuring Over 300 Gowns
424-6360 Southvew Commons
Mon.Thurs. 10.8 Rt 1dAE Heanvtta Rd.
Saturday 10-5 Lxt 16 - 1T R 390

{ FURNITURE
MANGURIAN'S
FURNITURE
CARPETS » BEDDING

531 Monroe Ave.

Corner of S. Goodman St.

The Bride and Groom Shoppe
L COMPLETE WEDDING CENTHR

Brides Muids

? > (716) 671-1080

Maothers Proms
1983 Empire Blvd.
Webster, N.Y. 14580

The day of your
dreams deserves the
gown of your dreams
The JC Penney Bridal Salon |
At Longridge & Marketplace

’ Stores Only

L idge Mall  Marketpl Mall

225-6800 4241010

‘ ﬁud The Barn Bazaar
y Clover St at Jelferson Rd

HONEYMOONS
Sy

Your Honcymoon is -
an investment in memorics
Eyvcmng Hours by

Ll Apponrment

Putsford, NY 13333

Graper
(716) 385-3820

Travel

HOTELS
] Luxury

[_E Budget

ROCHESTER LOCATIONS
Greece Brighton
(716) 621-2060 (716) 427-01 30

o BO0-441-4479,

'+REE tin PA “-2‘2-‘77!)‘

Betty Kawiak s Bridul
225-2650
¥ve Carty the bewest styles and Lorgest selechion
st romanti bradal gow s brideamands Hower
warls and muthers gowns Ve aise specialize in
the 1ull hgured sores

Buckman Plaza - 2590 W. Ridge Rd.
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JEWELERS

DISC JOCKEY

Yor Diamonds, Watches,
Wedding Bands and Jewelry..
Stop i to see
Bernard J. Hensler
& Son Jewelers
9th Floor Sibley Tower Bldg
Downtown
454-6918

PROFESSIONAL DISC &

. JOCKEY SERVICE

VB lrenr (3nly she Bess 38001 Do’
Weddings, Graduations,
Annmiversanes, Banquelts

6714 At 96, Victor J’
924-4088

$15.00 off with this ad

DRESSMAKING

Yes, vouw can sew vour owan
beautiypul wedding!
Take advangge ¥ oul oot ang ot
tabrios, lace, headpreces, ms, itusons,
Faperienced Dressmakers aiailubie

. s s
Patnmas
31 Piisfora-victer Rg
/ Behing Hiching Pust Piaza
Ott Route 490 East
248-2362 Bushnells Basin NY

FLORISTS
DT D Dol Bl o eleelr e
HEGEDORN’'S

Vo4 Ridge Rd  Webster
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CWedding Floral Packapes

I rotessionally Decosatea
Wedding, Cakes

Complete Wodding Butiet P hages

6T 1-23450 4
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60 Kidge Kd W Fost Hnbester  Pitiabord Pla, »

D Shogs,  Techniples Mall) 3300 Monew.ve
621-6280 “381 5719 586 9145

Buy his wedding band, recene hers free

NEWSPAPERS

The New York Times
s disibuted Dy
Manson News Destributors, inc.

034 Soulh Avenue
Hocnesie New York 14620
Call Jsim Boarman
Fui Rume
Delivery
2433830

PHOTOGRAPHERS

WEDDING CANDIDS
by Burt Shapire
PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIO
25% Off Wedding Invitations

Free Tux for the Groom

Burt Shapiro Photography
(716-244-3554)

Bguady Basix I

We hate Specal Wedding Packages
16w Frery Budget
Cali 248 2000 tor Reversanom
1ol Mags Rd @ Puadord N Y

THE DOUD POST

We have lf\r teputation lor mahking
youtl big day one 10 temember ol g
ost you Cay atford
We ;I’,:o specialize in
Rehearsal Dinners & Privale Parties
Céfl us for Details

898 Bultalo Ku
Kochiestes 7y 14024

23%-3775

Gitisia Party House
hiw'y Wﬂﬁ Rawnd Betiel Wi LN L RORY
HemgeC 836 Chcken 55 75 9 LA

Weddirig Consullant Available

o 1865 Bultaio Ko
Friday Evening & totner Whiltie' .
Sal afierngos-Sjecial rates 594-9960

¥ (716) 235-6978

DCELNG FIRPRWTE PARTIES

A4 8 D CONNDR S PARTY MOUSE IhC
wob L e satet e
o ARAOTON RO N e
“ MEND PRRTE o AMoiee oo oie

1420 Scattsviilé Road
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Rabert 0 Conaor
fRichard 0 Connor

Rachester, MY, 4624

The Mapledale
P&sty House
1s prepdred to “beat” any
legitimate, competitive price.
1020 Maple St., Rochester
436-2112
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The Party House
...for a beautiful
wethding reception
Fear av e
| 2353-5654
607 B dhas $
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W RGEHESTER HILTON
Wedéing Receptions
Refjearsal Dinners
Grotp Room Rates

¢75-1910
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