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A Word for Sunday 

Father Albert Shamon 

Sunday's Readings: (R3) John 8:1-11; 
<R1) Isaiah 43:16-21; (K2) Philippians 
3:8-14. 

For some" people, the Bible is a book 
about the past. 

For God's people, Jhe Bible is a 
promise of future greatness. The Bible 
always points to the future — future 
blessings. 

In the first reading, Second-Isaiah 
says, "Remember not the events of the 
past — these will pale in the light of 
what I am going to do for you." 

When Second-Isaiah spoke these 
words, the Jewish people were on the 
verge of giving up their faith in the 
Lord, for the Lord seemed to have 
forgotten them. They had been in exile, 
some for 50 years. They wept by the 
rivers of Babylon, and hung their harps 
on the willows. Gone was their temple, 
gone the magnificent Hebrew liturgy. 
They had been scattered among a cruel 
people. No king would now save harsh 
Babylon. 

At this moment, when the Jews were 
nearest despair, God spoke to them in 
words of exquisite beauty through a 
now-unknown poet, Second-Isaiah. His 
writing is called "The Book of Consola­
tion" (Isaiah 40-55). 

His words of unsurpassed splendor 
interpreted the long history of Israel as 
one great promise of future glory. The 
people listened to his words and became 
ever afterward a future-looking people. 
They awaited God's definitive interven­
tion in history through His new Messi­
ah. 

When the Messiah came, He focused 
the new Israel toward a new future — 
His Second Coming. At first, the early 
Christians looked for His coming within 
their lifetime. As years proved them 
wrong, they discovered the other part of 
God's future promise: the afterlife. 

Since then, heaven has always been an 
important part of Christian teaching. 

The story in Sunday's gospel hints at 
this teaching. The woman taken in 
adultery is forgiven by Jesus and then 
sent off to a happy future. Jesus in His 
healing mercy blots out her crimson past 
and frees her to build a new life, a new 
future! 

It seemed that the future was what 
also steeled Paul to grapple with and 
conquer the present. "1 wish to know 
Christ ... and how to share in His 
sufferings ... Thus do I hope that 1 may 
arrive at resurrection from the dead" 
(R2). 

For Paul, the sufferings of the 
present were as nothing compared with 
the glory to come. His whole attention 
was fixed on the finish line as he ran 
-toward the prize to which God called 
him. 

We know little about heaven. But 
Paul said, "Eye has not seen, ear has 
not heard, nor has it so much as dawned 
on man what God has prepared for 
those who love him" (1 Corinthians 
2:9). 

When Hannibal was crossing the Alps 
and there was danger of discouragement 
among his soldiers, he kept reminding 
them, "Post Alpes, Italia" — after the 
cold Alps, the sunny clime of Italy with 
its fruited fields. 

The great things the Lord has done 
for His people in the past are meant to 
prove His enduring love and strengthen 
our hope in the far greater things He will 
do for uŝ ,in the future. And our hope in 
the future should spur us on to greater 
effort in the present. The intensity of 
our present interest in the Lord and the 
depth of our present love will somehow 
be the measure of our enjoyment in the 
life to come. 

Weekend of Directed Prayer 
A Weekend of Directed Prayer is being 

offered for lay and religious men and women 
in the Southern Tier at Mt. Saviour 
Monastery in Pine City. The weekend, which 
will provide a special time for prayer with 
individual dirction, will begin on Friday, 
April 18, at 7:30 p.m. and conclude on 

Sunday, April 20, at 2 p.m. Reservaiions are 
limited and must be made bv March 18. 
Contact Mrs. Joyce Trifoso, 341 Prospect 
Hill Rd., Horseheads, N.Y. 14845, ar call 
(607)739-5580, evenings. A donation dV $50. 
is suggested. 

SAY HAPPY 
EASTER WITH A 

SOLID GOLD 
CROSS OR 

MEDAL FROM 
THE SOURCE 

We carry the largest 

selection of 14K and 

18K gold crosses and 

medais in Rochester, 

SAVE 60% 
Now thru Easter at 

any of our 3 locations 

Pirstofd 
Plact- Mall 

*30U Monroe Ave 

586-9145 

has! Roch 560 Ridgi •« A 
Mall 

Trchniplex 
3 8 1 5 7 1 9 

D i u n Shop^ 

Mon.Fn. 10 to 9. Saturday 10 to 5. 

MtWMIMKMMPP 

Weddin 

BRIDAL FAVORS 

MARTHA'S Cake 
Decorating Supplies 
Wedding Ornaments with 

Ceramic Figurines 
Italian Dollies (Bonbonnarie) 

Gates — 
1726 Long Pond Road 

'• 225-8770 

BRIDAL SHOPS 

Slidal ^alUiy 
tVk.r. lk. SJ.,,k. .J, .-

Featuring Over 500 Gowns 

424-6360 
MonJhur s . 10-9 Ki 16VE Hcnncila Rd. 

Saturday 10-5 t w 16 • i iff Rt 390 

The Bride and G'room Shoppe 
\ (.OMI'LKIT IVfcl >l 'INC. i I VI H< 

Maul-

ft 
Undo 

Mothers 

* ^ (716) 671 -1080 

1983 Empi re Blvd. 
Webster , N.Y. 14'>80 

The day of your 
dreams deserves the 
gown of your dreams 

The JC Ftenney Bridal Salon 
At Longridge & Marketplace 

Stores Only 
Longridge Mall Marketplace Mall 225-6800 424-1010 

Betty Kawiaks Brida, 
225-2b50 

V\e c j f t > thv newest -.1 y l r^ j n J 1J 

.1 r.Miwfl l i t b n d a U " * " " hr.dt- . 
>;irli < n d m . . l K ^ s . h M i i V\r .lis 

thr l u l l MKui rJ W r s 

Buckman Plaza • 2590 W. 
^ ^ ^ MorTtan :C a rr -p 

,,1-M -.r 

i.d.ds 1 
. ^ p . i i i 

Ridge 

7 -

f i l i i - n 

,.W«T 

!i><- .n 

Rd. 

m 

DISC JOCKEY 

-A/-F 
PROFESSIONAL DISC < « S 

JOCKEY SERVICE ' * • ' 
••It lien <>nl\ ihe He\i I* ill Itit' 

Wedd ings . Graduat ions . 
Anniversar ies. Banquets 

/ 6714 Rl 96. Victor f 
S 2 4 - 4 0 8 8 » 

$15.00 oH with this ad 

DRESSMAKING 

Ves. you can st*w vour own 
beauiijul wedding.' 

lake aihdii.ajn. >i nut . >ii.p.cic JIK' . I ! 
tabu..'*. I ^ L , t i c i d p i c o . .t.iiis. ituMonv 

txpt-rtemfd Dressmakers jimlubtv 

patricias' 
. 631 Pmsfo'ro-Vicicr Ro 

/ B&hma Hnchmg P'js/ Plaza 
y OH Rout* 490 East 

246-2362 Bushnell s Basin NY 

FLORISTS 

* H E G E D O R N ' S * 

* » o 4 R i d s i - 1<<J V\ t - t . s l c i 

clr V\, .l.l.i.« Hut..! ! 
t > ^ • - 4 4 5 0 

* 

•i 

through the eyes ol the artist 

Si& DtorJ'Jrthtry 

Hurburu luppu Amicn 
silk and Ite&h 

lot appomiment pfione S3 HiiclKix* âne 
671-5725 or 671-6397 Rocnesiet N* '4625 

FURNITURE 

MANGURIANS 
FURNITURE 

CARPETS • BEDDING 

531 Monroe Ave. 
Corner of S. Goodman St. 

HONEYMOONS 

lour Honeymoon is 
an investment in memories 

Is*,, unit; 1 linn * l»v 
tf' Ajipinni iiKiii 

"£ i The Hani Bazaar 
JUay C U a S l jljclfi-rv.il Rd 

(jraper putsfi.ni. >a UM4 
Travel <7i«) sus-siao 

HOTELS 

Luxury 
Budget 
Inns 

R O C H E S T E R L O C A T I O N S 
(jreece 

(716)621-20*0 
Brighton 

(716) 427-01 M 

TOLL 800-441-4479. 
H-RJEt (U PA lt»-24i-*T71i 

JEWELERS 

For D i a m o n d s , W a t c h e s , 
Wedding B u n d s and J e w c l r v . 

Stop in to see 

Bernard J. Hensler 
& Son Jewelers 

9th Floor Sibley Tower Bldg 
Down town 

4 5 4 - 6 9 1 8 

fOURCI 
IJIMII Sho(rt, 7«rmi(jlM M<tllj U00 MUHI^-AVI-

'"Wl S719 S&6 9145 

; her* free 

W1-6280 

Bui, hti wedding rxmd, fete 

NEWSPAPERS 

The New York Times 
i dilUitJuteO Dy 

Manson News Distributors, Inc 
034 South Awenue 

locneitoi Ne*. Voik '4b2U 

>.«.«;. 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 

**** * * * * * *<•* • : • * * * *«« 

WEDDING CAND1DS 
by Burt Shapiro 

PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIO 

2 5 % Off Wedding Invitations 
free fu\ Jur ihe C>r 

Burt Shapiro Photograph) 
(716-244-3554) 

l . r . - . , ^ . . . - . - •><• W -

S l u | i o s l u a - -
m S | | t Hum "it. 

Kn. h r | | c i . V V I 11)0; 
(7 H|)[ > Hi-it.tUO 

RECEPTIONS 

Wfiugtiy I^SIN |NN 

He ban- \f*ftu/ \l?Jdmg Paiku^c 
16 'tt hi fry Hud gel 

( all 2-tfi tbbQ lor K n r r u i m m 

THE 0OUD POST 
\^t- haw- ih;- leputaiit.n loi nidkun) 
\oui biy d.i> out- lo i f i t i t t t ib f i di .i 
< osl you < o;i dtfotd 

We ^r>o specialize in 
Rehearsal Dinners & Private Paiues 

Ci( l us for Details 

K„. I..-SH-, ^ I4t»'4 2 3 5 3 7 7 5 

Gitisia Party Housa 
hew1 j 

^ m & c e i E C 
Stecaik? KMBO Wst\ nth 

Eiia Ckjcua SS n n 

Wedding Consultant Available 

. ' *8b*» Butidio Hu 
Friday Evenfng A l l u l I i e r w l n l l | t . . 
Sill afierwoB-fecial rates sg4-9960 

j 
||||JJ||| ' . (716) J35-6978 

y i l D q C i t i l ' s FM PBittTE PASTIES 
a r J ' !: • 
\\r «sBocoKHoesmnnObM mi 

1' rtc-Ei -fl. • niSb-I ' ' •••'. 
.A., . pVwbj: i„u' . Bu'A \ • •-- • 

1420 SMtlsifilie Hud RsMrl 0 Connor 
HtchtsUr. H:'M4b24 Richard 0 Connor 

The Mapledale 
Party House 

is prepared 'to "beat' any 
legitimate, competitive price. 
1020 Maple St., Rochester 

4 3 6 - 2 1 1 2 

T h e 

w«-

/-. 

.... 

B*arl> H o u s e 
for a 
h l i i i M 

2:*.^ 

(.'. 7 II. 

l»<*i iut i lul 
r ( - ( * t - | > l i u i i 

, , / , . . . , . ,„II 

S6S4 
,!,.,« K.I 

mmmmmmmmmmmmmm 
XRC^HESTER HILTON 
WedQing Receptions 

RerTe&rsal Dinners 
Group Room Rates 

<v 5-1910 

i ' ^ 
! x»^ 

E 

I D 
| 0 

I...* - ' ' 

^ P X E D O S 

CORNER 

FJ =4 Tux for the Groom! 
-r With This Coupon — 

, 288 5511 

IfcMlDEO 

EASTERN VIDEO 
PRODUCTIONS 

S-6350 

jljclfi-rv.il
putsfi.ni

