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Sanctuary defendant calls trial a 'far cry from the truth' 
By Teresa A. Parsons 

When Sister Darlene Nicgorski, S.S.S.F., 
traveled to Tucson, Arizona, to visit her 
family in September, 1982, she thought she 
knew where she was headed. 

Tired and ill after two tense and harrowing 
years in Guatemala and Mexico, she was 
seeking a rest. She never suspected that she 
was embarking on another journey — one 
that would lead her to face a possible 30-year 
prison sentence for charges of conspiracy to 
violate immigration law, transporting refu
gees and eluding an investigation. 

Sister Darlene, one of 16 sanctuary 
workers arrested and indicted for assisting 
Central American refugees in January, 1985, 
visited Rochester last Saturday evening at the 
invitation of the Rochester Sanctuary 
Committee. She and her co-defendants have 
been on trial in Tucson since October, 1985. 
Their case is expected to,establish important 
precedents in the U.S. government''; han
dling of the sanctuary movement and of 
undocumented Central American refugees. 

But speaking at Corpus Christi Church in 
Rochester, Sister Darlene likened what is 
happening in the trial to what is happening in 
Central America, calling it "a far cry from 
the truth. 

"The government is trying to silence the 
truth," she said. In the courtroom, presiding 
Judge Earl Carroll has refused to allow the 
jury to hear testimony from refugees about 
why they fled to the U.S. 

"The case is being fought on technicalities 
because the truth is not being allowed into 
the courtroom," Sister Darlene said. 

Likewise, she charged that the United 
States is trying to hide the effects of its 
foreign policy in Central America. "1 think 
the government has learned from Vietnam 
that they've got to keep it silent ... to keep 

the war isolated from our reality," she said. 
"Why is it that very few people are aware 
that more than 32 priests have been killed in 
Guatemala and El Salvador? Everybody 
knows when a priest is killed in Poland." 

Government prosecutors rested their case 
last Friday, March 7, after calling 19 
witnesses to testify. Although the bulk of the 
testimony from 17 Central American refu
gees was not heard by the jury. Sister Darlene 
believes they were effective witnesses. "Their 
strength of character came through on the 
stand even if they were constantly cut off," 
she explained. "1 think they (the prosecutors) 
failed to understand the strength of people of 
faith.". 

U.S. Prosecutor Donald M. Reno also 
flaunted his failure to understand the sanctu
ary movement in his opening arguments, 
when he described it as a highly organized 
"alien-smuggling ring," Sister Darlene said. 
"The truth is that this is the most disorga
nized grass roots movement you'd ever want 
to see." 

Nor, she added, has the prosecution 
presented any evidence of criminal intent, 
such' as drugs or weapons. "In fact, the 
prosecution's case has been almost totally 
aimed at precluding evidence, including their 
own tapes," she said. > 

Government informants, known as 
"coyotes," infiltrated church groups with 
which sanctuary workers were affiliated and 
secretly recorded their conversations. At
torneys on both sides argued last month over 
whether the results — 91 tapes — could be 
introduced as evidence before the jury. 
Prosecutors wanted the jury to hear only 
excerpts, while the defendents argued that 
the remarks should be heard in context. "We 
said*, 'go ahead and play the tapes. We're not 
afraid of what's on them,'" Sister Darlene 
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Sister Darlene Nicgorski. S.S.S.F. 

said. 
But being the object of surveillance has 

frightened her, or at least has made her less 
open. "My sense of trust in coming together 
as a community of faith is somehow broken 
forever," she said, describing her reaction to 
learning that her Bible study group was 
infiltrated by federal agents. 

On a more positive note, her congregation, 
the School Sisters of St. Francis, has rallied 

behind her. "1 didn'i sense a lot of support 
before my arrest, bui interestingly enough, 
after my indictment there was a groundswell 
of support that moved the administration," 
she said. 

On the other hand, the Catholic Church, 
especially its hierarchical figures, have been 
"very evasive and reluctant" in their support 
of sanctuary. Sister, Darlene said. As an 
example, she cited ;•> statement by Bishop 
Rene H. Gracida of the Diocese of Corpus 
Christi, Texas, 411 vv lich she said he urged 
people to open then doors and welcome 
refugees, but not io transport them or 
become involved witt. the political aspects of 
the sanctuary. 4 

Her own awareness of conditions in 
Central America stems from 1980, when she 
traveled to Guatemala, to set up a pre-schooi 
program. 

Less than a yeai after Sister Darlene 
arrived, the pasldi of her parish was 
murdered along with a young parishioner. 
She vvas the first to recieve the news and 
afterward, she and the other sisters in her 
convhiunity were warned to leave the country 
or they would be killed as well. 

When they fled to Honduras, Sister 
Darlene and the othet sisters became refugees 
themselves for a time. Finally, they were 
accepted in sanctuarv by Don Samuel Ruis, 
Bishop of the Diocese of Chiapas, Mexico. 
During the nine rhorjths she. spent there, 
Sister Oarlene visited groups of refugees 
gathered at the Mexican border and found 
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BOOKS FOR 
RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION 

By Father Lawrence G. Lovasik. S.V.,0. 

Divine Word Missionary 

CATHECHISIVIS 

CATECHISM SKETCHED — Wi th 300 'chalk- ta lk" sketches, 450 quest ions and an
swers based on the "Basic Teachings lor Cathol ic Rel ig ious Educat ion" pub
l ished by the Nat ional Conference of Cathol ic 

Bishops. Part One — The Creed 

Part Two — Sacraments. Commandments 

S 5.00 

S 5.00 

ST. JOSEPH NEW AMERICAN CATECHISM — 
According to the new Catechet ical Directory, Vatican ll Document:, and Holy 
Scripture, w i th d iscuss ion and workbook material I l lustrated 

Adult Edit ion 

Middle Edit ion 

Primary Edit ion 

First Communion 

. Conf i rmat ion 

WHAT CATHOLICS BELIEVE 
answers 

$ 5 00 

$ 5.00 

$ 5 00 

S 5 00 

$ 5 00 

A summary of Cathol ic Doctr ine. 164 quest ions and 
$ 4.00 

STORIES 

CATECHISM IN STORIES — 478 stories on ttie complete catechism. Part One — 
The Creed. Part Two — Commandments Pari Three — Sacrament:. ' 

Each Part . % 2.50 

TREASURY OF CATECHISM STORIES 
Cathol ic l i fe in ac t i on . 

400 Anecdotes of 
$ 6 00 

THE GOOD NEWS" IN STORIES 
and homihtes 

Examples for the catechism 

CASSETTE TAPES FOR f 
RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION! 

By Father Lawrence G. Lovasik S.V.'D 

Two instructions ot a hall-hour are recorded on a single cassette tape, Bach 
in a vinyl album container. 

Four casse t tes 

- (On records also) 

CATHOLIC FAITH SERIES -

HOLY EUCHARIST SERIES 

Five cassettes . 

VIRGIN MARY SERIES - (On records also) 
f ive casse t tes . . . 

CATECHISM STORIES — Four c a s s e t t e s . 

THE ANGELS SERIES — Two casse t tes 

K INDNESS SERIES — Five casse t tes 

PRAYER-LIFE SERIES — Five casse t tes 

MARRIAGE A N D THE FAMILY SERIES -
Four c a s s e t t e s . 

BEST-LOVED SAINTS - Six casse t tes 

HEAVEN SERIES — Three casse t tes 

B IBLE STORIES -
Old Testament . Fou'r casse t tes 
The Gospels. Four cassettes 

series 

$20.00 

$25.00 

$25.00 

$20.00 

$10 00 

$25.00 

$25.00 

$20.00 

$30.00 

$15.00 

$20.00 
$20.00 

(Md $2.00 for postage) 
Address all orders to: 

Father Lawrence G. Lovasik, S.V.D. 
211 West 7th Avenue 
Tarentum, PA 15084 » 


