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le.irned self-control. Jiscipline and pride in 
doing e\en menial tasks well. I now realize 
I-hat these nuns were helping train strong, 
bhiek women-with values that would ensure 

their I mure as leaders in their communities. 

One i>t the praetiees I hat disturbed me 

urciii l\ \\iis I lie selection ol" while mules only 
,is ,ilut servers. I always had a desire tcvserve 
(in the ali.tr. I soon reali/ed I was in double 
leopatdA. being,bliick and female. 

\ 1 \ tesentment against injustice in the 
( hurch came to a head one Sunday. I went to 
an eat IN Mass and then temained for the 
lollowtng one. \ s soon as the church 
emptied al'tei the Itrst Mass. I went up to the 
tiiMii and sat in the second pew. As people 
began >o come in. I could feel the tension 
ineic.i-in<j. \ n usher came up it1" me and 
quic'K asked me to move. I ignored him. No 

one, black or while, joined me in my pew. 
There I sat, head held high, looking intenth 
at the altar throughout the whole Vlass, 
defying anyone lo make me move. I was five 
at the lime. Now, many years later, I applaud 
in my heart that angry little girl who had the 
courage to witness the "ungod l iness" of an 
unjust system. 

.Ano the r event that made a great im
pression on me while I was in grammar 
school was the coming of the first black 
priest. Father Charles Hall, to New Orleans. 
I remember our excitement and pride each 
time he came to visit our school. 

I went on to a ( athohc high school. After 
graduat ion. I felt I was called to be a 
missionary. I was hurt and angrv when I 
found out that " re l ig ious" communities did 
not welcome black men and women. It pains 

me to think how much the Church lost in 
terms of service and leadership in .the 
rejection of worthy men and women whose 
desire was to further the work of Christ in 
bringing liberation and justice to the whole , 
world. 

I have left the memories of childhood 
behind. I have tried lo forgive those whose 
prejudice dimmed its joys. I aim grateful to 
all those whose goodness inspired me to hang 
tight to my faith. 

As I sit in the front of the church here in 
Rochester. New York, I warm with pride as I 
watch my black, feminine daughter serve on 
the altar. 1 marvel at the circumstance of fate 
that brought me here to this place where 
l a t he r Charles Hall worshipped with his 
family. I rejoice at what I see happening in 
this church, where his picture is proudly 
displayed. 

I am proud to be part of the struggle to 
save a parochial school where blacks can 
receive a quality education in a Christian 
atmosphere such as the Sisters of the Holy 
Family provided for me. 

I am not so naive as to believe that racism 
no longer exists, that my own children will 
not experience some of the hurt tha,t I 
experienced in New Orleans. 

I have not lost faith. I know that wittvthe 
help of my dedicated black and white sisters 
and brothers , I can be part of racism's 
eradication. 

There is an old Negro spiritual that aptly 
expresses my teelings: 

" I don ' t feel no ways tired 
Come too far from where I started from 

Nobody told me that the road would be easy 
But I don ' t believe He brought me this far to 

leave m e ! " 

National Peace Institute to tackle 'number one problem of humankind' 
\i\ luhe \ sher 

Washington ( N O — The U.S. Institute of 
1'eaee will stimulate scholarly research, eclu-
e.inon. naming and an information exchange 
on how 10 encourage "peace with f reedom," 
iccording to board chairman John Norton 
Moore 

" Ihis ' is a significant step in dealing with 
he minihci one problem of h u m a n k i n d , " 

said Moore in an interview after the first 
meeting of the institute's board of directors 
in Washington February 25. 

" I t ' s yet another initiative in the strong 
tradition of democracy in seeking to do 
everything possible to encourage peace , " 
added Moore , who is a law professor at the 
University of Virginia. 

President Reagan in October 1984 signed a 

LENT: 
SACRIFICE 
FOR WHAT? 

THE HOLY FATHERS MISSION AID TO THE ORIENTAL CHURCH 

Have you really sacrificed enough9 Sacrificed lor ppo-
nlr not for things'^ 

Easter is only weeks away nave you prepared in a 
meaningful way9 Lent is a lime of shining nope It is not 
i time for feeling guilty or being narrowly introspective 
Do things with purpose for God1 (If you insist on wear 
rig a hairshirt make sure it tickles') Why not txiiid a 
'Mission church and name it for /our family9 You <,an do 
t for less than you think meaning iess money but 
more dedication on your pan We ,irgentlv need a 
nansh meeting hall m Thaikkattukara India ($3 000) 
and a convent for the Sisters of the Visitation at Cu'len 
Road m Alleppey India ($5 000) There is.still lime for 
/on 'o make this Lent worthwhile 'or yourself For 
. ,'hers 

THE 
NEW 

LENT? 
THERE 
STILL 

IS 
TIME 

Give a child a chance. 
in India Ethiopia, and the Holy i and you . an 

iclopl a blind girl a deal mule hoy ~>< i i t ' t v lv 
orphan for only $15 a month ($180 i yea') We ' 
send you the youngster r. photo ind ' r r ,<<>u i t " " , 1 

'>im o f her 

Send us your Mass intentions. 
' ' •e ;hpend you SPncl lor Masses H '< " .P . I ' - " . .:.>• 
'tip missionary priests only mprinr, >f -.ur. •no'' 

Feed a refugee family for a month. 
' . ostsonly $20 lor an entire! imiiy Ma»ethr'.a< ' 
•ire lor others 

The desert is cold at night. 
r >r $2 each we can buy liianne's *<>. -UP Bedoum 

mlriren of the Holy Land 

Let the Holy Father designate. 
Pope John Paul II will send your .innriipss .jit' (n> 
my imount) where emergency 'plipf < most 
,ir< lently needed 

EASTER W" SPIK) an artistic qit 'cdrr l to t o e i ' T n i i / o n ' noose 
GIFT .>.p: I'ntnq your Faster gift *or 'he missions •'. n 'ip'ior 

CARDS mo'ner Simply select a gilt from 'his.-oumn '.ave 
.-, ollerpd lor your Inends n|pn!">ns or-I' lri i i- 't iprn 
r Association ($5 ly ( -H ' S?S to- of rp^M. i •••pri 
. " • [ 1 ) 

] ' h P w p r j t i n ' p y O U ' ' ' P | r ' ' 

RJ 
Dear 

Monsignor 
Nolan: 

Please VMVI 
return 

coupon ,"«••• 
with your 

offering 'v r . v i .• •• 

THE CATHOLIC NEAR EAST WELFARE ASSOCIATION 

NEAR EAST 
MISSIONS 
John Cardinal O'Connor, President 
Msqr John G No! m Nat'"'-a- Secre'ar, 
Catholic Near East Welfare Association 
1011 First Avenue • New York N Y 10022 
Telephone 212/826-1480 

bill into law that created the institute and 
Congress appropriated $4 million in initial 
funding. 

Board members were to meet Feb. 26 with 
President Reagan and Secretary of State 
George Shul t / . 

Moore said the meetings demonstrated the 
importance Reagan "at taches to the search 
for peace . " 

The idea for ah institute to help train U.S. 
leaders to promote peace has been-endorsed 
by the U.S. Catholic bishops. 

In their 1983 pastoral letter on war and 
peace, they urged that "al l citizens support 
training in conflict resolution, non-violent 
resistance and programs devoted to service to 
peace and education for peace.*' 

Such an institute "would be.. . tangible 
evidence of our nat ion 's sincerity in its 

often-professed commitment to international 
peace and the abolition of w a r , " the bishops 
added. 

The institute's most important role, Moore 
said, is t o be a catalyst for "enhancing our 
ability to resolve and manage confl ic t ." 

He said he would like to see the institute 
hold public hearings in various U .S . cities. 

The institute will not serve as a college or 
university, he said, but its projects !will 
include a Jennings Randolph P rogram; fo r 
International Peace, which will give scholar
ships, fellowships and stipends to American 
and foreign leaders. The program is named 
for former Sen. J enn ings R a n d o l p h , 
D-W.Va. , who promoted establishment of a 
national peace institution for about 40 years. 

Moore said the board will also work on 
establishing a medal of peace. 

Drive, 
Intelligence 
and a 
Fisher Degree... 
an unbeatable 
combination Charles A. Constantino '61 
Executive Vice-President 
PAR Technology Corporation 
New Hartford, New York 

"For me, the special thing about 
Fisher was the dedication of the 
faculty with whom I was fortunate 
enough to work. They were never 
too busy to give me the special 
assistance I needed. And they were 
interested in more than simply pre
senting the material. They were 
genuinely concerned that every 
student understood the concepts 
involved. This academic dialogue 
was an important reason why 
Fisher prepared me so well for 
my career in industry." 

Fisher grads come from challenging academic programs 
and are ready for the complex demands of the work 
world. 

Fisher grads have confidence because they receive 
encouragement and support from their first interview 
through graduation from a caring staff of trained 
counselors and superb faculty advisors. 

When you choose a college, choose the one that will 
help you prepare for life and prepare for living. 

Oh...the advantages of Fisher 
Come...see for yourself! 
Call collect or write: (716) 385-8064 

Admissions Office 
St. John Fisher College 
3690 East Ave. 
Rochester, N.Y., 14618 

St John Fisher College admits students without regard to race, creed, sex, 
nationality, ethnic origin, age. or handicap. 
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