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Thursday, February 27, 1986

King Saul's Jealousy
"Jonathan, where are you? I must
speak to you at once!" cried David.
"I'm here in my room. David. Come
in," Jonathan answered.
After (he defeat of the giant, Goliath,
David had come to live at King Saul's
House. David and Jonathan, Saul's own
son, were as close as brothers. Jonathan
had even given David his own special
armor to wear in the war.
"Jonathan, I'm worried about your
father," said David. " H e seems troubled again. Ever since- we came back
from the battle with Goliath, he acts
different towards me."
"I think you're wrong, David. My
father is happy now that our enemies are
being defeated. Why, he's even made
you captain in his own army. Things
couldn't be better!" replied Jonathan.
"I have an idea. Remember when I
used to play my harp for him when he
was feeling depressed? I think I'll try
that again and see if his mood will
brighten." said David.
So David brought his harp and began
to play for King Saul. At first, the music
seemed to soothe his dark mood. But
suddenly. Saul took out his spear and
flung it right at David! David jumped
out of the way just in time. He ran to
find Jonathan."Jonathan! Jonathan! I don't knowwhat I could have done to make your
father so angry. He iust tried to kill
me!" David cried.
"I |iist can't understand it, David.
There'-, no reason. I'll go and talk to my
fat her, "Jonathan promised.
Jonathan found his father sitting all
alone in the courtroom. He looked
peaceful enough. Then Jonathan saw
his t'itther'^ spear just a lew feet away
stuck in the wall.
"Father, what is the matter? Why do
you hate David? He risked his own life
to save our people from Goliath. Hasn't
David proven his loyalty?" Jonathan
asked.
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"I don't know what came over me, I
do love David. He belongs here with our
family. Please tell David that I'm
sorry," Saul answered.
But King Saul was not really sorry. He
was jealous of David's popularity with
the people. Sjo he thought of another
scheme to get rid of David. He called
one of his servants to him.
Saul'said, "I have heard that David
loves my daughter, Michal. Tell David
that if he will defeat one hundred
Philistines in battle, I will grant him my
daughter's hand in marriage."
Saul secretly hoped that David would
be killed in the war.
"If David ij> dead, then the people of
Israel will have only me to praise," Saul
plotted.
I
But, once again, God was with David
in the battle, and he returned in victory.
He defeated two hundred Philistines!
King Saul had no choice but to keep his
promise. David married Michal, and
even after that, Saul still planned to kill
him.
Saul ordered some of his servants to
assassinate David. When Michal discovered her father's evil plans, she helped
David escape.
"Go, David and may God be with
you. I'll get a message to you when it's
safe to return," Michal promised.
Once again, Jonathan tried to talk to
his father, but it was no use. Saul had
become so jealous of David that it- did
something to his mind. He started to
think that David was an enemy of the
people of Israel. Saul planned to organize his own army to find David and kill
him.
"Don't you understand, Jonathan?"
Saul shouted., "Can't you see what
David is trying to do? You are supposed
to be the next king of Israel. But David
is going to steal the honor from you.
David must die!"
Jonathan secretly met David in the
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wilderness. They were both very upset at
what happened.
"David, I'm so sorry," Jonathan
said."You are my best friend and I'll
miss you. But if you stay, I am certain
my father will kill you. Even now he is
getting his army ready to find you."
"Oh, Jonathan, how can I ever thank
you? You've been so good to me. I'll
never forget you. You be careful, too.
Goodbye, my friend."
David was forced to go far from his
home. Many of his friends came to stay
with him and to protect him from King
Saul. One night they were camped inside
a cave. When they heard noise outside,
they woke David. David crept to the
opening of the cave. Just below them
King Saul and his entire army were
sleeping!
"Now's your chance, David! You can
kill Saul and be rid of your enemy
forever," his men urged him.
David took his sword and stole very
carefully to the spot where Saul was
sleeping. The men watched as David
drew his sword. But then he did
something strange. Instead of killing
Saul. David cut off a piece of his coat
and came back to the cave with it! The
next morning David stood at the
entrance to the cave and called down to
Saul.
"Saul, why do you still pursue me?
Last night God placed you at my mercy.
I stood right over you while you slept. It
would have been so easy to kill you. But
instead, I only cut off a piece of your
coat to prove my loyalty, Saul-. I would
never harm the Lord's chosen king."
When Saul heard what David had said
he began to cry.
"I'm sorry, David,"'Saul sobbed. "I
have repaid your goodness with evil. It is
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I who deserve to die. I hope you will
forgive me. Some.day I know that you
will be the king of Israel. Please do not
harm my family because of me."
David promised and Saul returned
home. The war with the Philistines
continued for many years. David missed
Jonathan, but he never saw him again.
He continued to fight bravely, and
David always thanked God for the
victories. One day he learned that King
Saul and Jonathan had both been killed
in the war. David mourned their loss
deeply. He and his men prayed and
fasted for several days. Saul's reign as
the first king of Israel had now ended.
• • •
For discussion:
1) Why was King Saul trying to kill
David? Why was he so jealous?
2) Why did Jonathan try to help
David instead of his own father?
3) What did David do when he
discovered King Saul and his armies camped below the cave? "Why didn't
David kill Saul?
4) Did David forgive Saul? Why?
5) Should we,.forgive those who do
wrong to us? Why?
For Lent:
It is very difficult to'forgive someone
who has wronged us for no reason.
Spend some time this week thinking of
someone who needs forgiveness. Pray to
God for helping you forgive.
For Further Reading:
1) The story of King Saul's jealousy and
its results is found in the Old Testament
in Samuel, Chapters 18-20 and 24.
2) Read, in the New Testament, Matthew, Chapter 18:21-22 and Luke,
Chapter 17:4. What does Jesus say
about forgiving?
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS

THOSE WHO WISH TO HAVE ARRANGEMENTS CARRIED OUT IN ACCORDANCE
WITH THE IDEALS OF THEIR FAITH, CONTACT THE FUNERAL DIRECTORS LISTED
BELOW FOR PRE-NEED OR AT-NEED SERVICES AND COUNSELING.
\ROCHESTER\
AshtonSmith
Funeral Home Inc.
(482-6260)
Mattle Funeral Home
(716)482-2440
853 Culver Rd.
Malcolm M Nulton

James 8 Gray

Corbett
Funeral Home, Inc.
Roger G. Blakeslee
2771 Chili Avenue
Rochester, N.Y. 14624
(716) 235-2000

Serving Rochester and Gates

Frank Granata
371 Lake Avenue
Rochester, N.Y. 14608
(716)458-3341

Schauman
Funeral Home Inc.
Edwin Sulewski
2100 St. Paul Street
Rochester, N.Y. 14621
(716)342-3400

Michael R. Yackiw
Funeral Home
1270 Norton St.
Rochester, N.Y. 14621
(716) 544-5000
If no answer 342-9300
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Burns-Hanna
Funeral Home
1795 East Ridge Rd.
Rochester, N.Y. 14622
(716)467-5745

fcHIL™

Polvino & Granata
Funeral Home Inc.

Edward H. Dreier
Funeral Home Inc.
Edward H. -Dreier
Alan E. Giltner
1717 Portland Avenue
Rochester, N.Y. 14617
(716)342-8500
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Leo M. Bean
Funeral Home, Inc.
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2771 Chili Ave.
Rochester, N.Y. 14624
(716) 235-4134
We Invite Comparison

Paul W. Harris
Funeral H6me Inc.
Richard P. Harris
Charles E. Davis
570 Kings Highways.
(corner Titus)
(716)544-2041

\ GREECE \
Arndt Funeral Home
1118 Long Pond Rd.
(near Maiden Lane)

Greece, N.Y. 14626
Ronald John Arndt
Parking for over lOOcars
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(716) 225-6350

Vay, Schleich
andMeeson
Funeral Home Inc.
Greece's Largest'and
Most Complete Facilities

2692 Dewey Avenue
Greece. N.Y.14616
(716)663-5827

Younglove-Smith
Funeral Home, Inc.
Serving Greece

1511 Dewey Avenue
Rochester, N.Y. 14615
(716)458-6200
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Schauman
Funeral Home Inc.
Edwin Sulewski
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2100 St. Paul Street
Rochester, N.Y. 14621
(716)342-3400

Alvah Halloran
and Son, Inc.
Funeral Home
H. Daniel Halloran
2125 Chili Avenue
Rochester, N.Y. 14624
(716) 247-7590

| MACEDON \

\ PENFIELD \

Henry DL Halloran
Son Inc.
Payne-Nulton
Funeral Home
Funeral Home Inc.
5781 W. Henrietta Rd.
22 Rickford St.
Macedon, N.Y. 14502
Henrietta, NY 14586
(315)986-7781
(716) 334-9350
Malcolm M. Nulton
Francis J. Martin Sr.
James ft Gray
Francis Joseph Martin Jr.

Nulton Funeral Home
1704 Penfield Road
Penfield, N.Y. 14526

May Funeral Home
George L. May Jr.
Raymond L. Welch
2793 Culver Rd.
Rochester, N.Y. 14622
(716)467-7957
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Malcolm M. Nulton
James R. Gray

