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Dreamers

Continued from Page 1
D'Agnolo had earlier graduated from
Nacareth College and was looking for a way
to integrate social work and ministry.

1 call what we do here ‘heart ministry,””’
D'Agnolo said. “*People come to the door
broken and hurting. We give them the sense
that they're cared for and try to help them
look for alternatives.

‘A lot of the people we get have been
inappropriately referred. .and thev're really
down-and-out,”" she added. **We don’t see a
lot of people getting better, but one note of
thanks makes the other 100 cases
worthwhile.""

D’Agnolo believes that it was the grace of

God which led her to St. Augustine's.
**Coming here every day is not like a job: it's
like going to my grandmother’s house,’” she
said.
. That sense of homeyness is the result of a
conscious effort by the staff at St
Augustine's over the vears, according to
Sister Rita Suflivan, pastoral assistant.

When she arrived 12 years ago, the
co-pastors, Father Paul McCabe and Father
Neil Miller, were establishing that aura of
hospitality. In the spirit of Vatican 11, they

.opened the rectory to the entire community.
They alvo nurtured the Cursillo and
charismatic movements in the parish and
were rewarded by a renewal of parish life and
the creation of a strong core of lay. leader-
shlp

It takes time to be caring,”” Sister Rita
explained. **You've got to be willing to sit
down and listen.™ |

It helps to have parish secretaries who have
heard it all. Together, Anne O’Connell and
Rosemary I ink have served the parish for
more than 35 vears, so if one doesn't know
vou, the other is bound to. Both have a
smile. a4 comfortable chair and a cup of
coffee to offer strangers and old friends
ahke.

Shortly after Father Trott arnved in 1979,
he took the principle of hospitality one step
further by opening an overnight shelter or
*JJeep center'' in the rectory basement.
Although the shelter closed after two vears,
the rectory never did. A stream of homeless
guests who are not really street people, but
are at a transitional point in their lives, has
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come and gone ever since. Father Trott views
this as a somewhat passive act of evangeliza-
tion. ‘*‘Many of the people who stayed here
became Catholics,”’ he said simply.

He believes, however, that a more active
evangelization is needed in the black com-
munity. And because the school was the most
successful way the church reached out to
blacks in the neighborhood, its closing 1s
doublv painfulto him.

“*I've always had a particular attraction to
black people,” Father Trott explained.
“We've done s¢ many things agamst them. |
just feel we've| got to reach out and show
them love, that we are brothers and sisters
and share the faith with them any way we
can, but not in any patronizing way.”’

No one on staff is quite sure what direction
that outreach will take next. But they are all
convinced of the importance -of bringing
black clergy dnd religious to the parish.
Earlier this month, all school families,
Catholic and non-Catholic alike, were in-
vited to a Masg celebrating Catholic Schools
Week. Father Tom Usher, a black priest
from Chicago, Was the guest celebrant.

“*Some of the non-Catholic people were
amaved. They didn't know the Church had

any black priests,”” Father Trott said.

The staff also hopes to expand on its
distinguished history of youth ministry.
Eleven years ago, during Father Dave
Simon’s tenure at St. Augustine’s, he and
Sister Sheila Walsh of St. Monica’s parish

co-founded the Upstairs Youth Agency, a
musical production company. Upstairs has
survived and evolved into an after-school
arts program for neighborhood youngsters
and an outreach to disabled chlldrcn in
public schools.

Meanwhile, the two parishes also sponsor
SAMY (St. Augustine’s and Monica's
Youth), a loosely structured group of

" high-school-aged students who plan and
participate in social, spiritual and service -

activities.

SAMY has been directed by Mary Merner
for the past year, but it's run by the teens.

“It’s not a structured group,”” Merner
explained. “It's for everyone, for all kids.
You don’t have to join or anything — you
just come.™’

Because close to half of St. Augustine’s
parishioners are over 65, more effective
ministry to the elderly is another parish goal.

Working with the Southwest Ecumenical
Ministries (SWEM) Commission on Aging,
Sister Rita has already compiled a directory
of area services for seniors. The commission
is also trying to recruit and train
neighborhood volunieers to visit the eiderly
in their homes and provide low-cost frans-
portation.

Looming large over all their hopes 'i.s the
question of how the school building will be

-used after this year. The possibilities are as

varied as their individual interests, ranging
from a transitional shelter for homeless
people to a day-care center. But no plans will
be made until parish council determines; what
directions the parish’s future mmlstry should
take.
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Meanwhile, Sister St. Luke has been so
caught up in juggling student and teacher
placements, soothing fears and hurt feelings,
and arranging the. disposition of school
records and equipment, that she has had little
time or energy left to consider her own
future.

““Right now, I'm just gemng through one
day at a time,”" she said.

An umnformed reighbor given to
lookifig out the window might dream up
all sorts of reasonis for the unusual
number of people who come and go
from St. Augustine’s school aninex at all
hours of thie day and evening. But it’s
nothing illegal that draws themi.

10’s the Matt Talbott Center, and it
started with a [9th- ce}‘nury Irish.drunk.

Thie real Matt Talbott was born intoa
family of alcoholics i Dublin during the
late 1800s and started drinking at the age
of 13. Through HKis struggle to quit, ke
developed a program similar to Alcotiol

1925, went to great extremies to make
amends for his years of debauchery.

Augustine’s Parishi doesn’t restrict its
clients to alcohelics, but attempts to
deat with all types of compulsive
bekavier - from overeaters (o
workahiolics — by helping clients recov-
er a serise of power dnd manageability
over thieir own fives. .

THE WOMB
ONCE THE SAFEST PLACE IN

THE WORLD FOR A BABY NOW
THE MOST DEADLY

One of every three children conceived in the United
States is killed in the womb through abortion. That
is nearly one million five hundred thousand unborn
children killed every year. The womb has literally
become a death chamber for babies.

There are alternatives to abortion. There have to be.

Call or write us for more information or a speaker for your group.
Rochester Area Right to Life Committee, Inc.
Education Fund
3910 Dewey Avenue
Rochester, N.Y. 14616

Enclosed 1s my tax-deductible contribution to the Rochester Area RTL Bducation Pund. Please
send me the 32 page color booklet When You Were Formed In Secret/Abortion in America™

Those sending a donation in any amount will receive the 32 page color
booklet, “When You Were Formed In Secret/Abortion in America” by Gary
Bergel with remarks by C. Everet Koop M.D.

Piease make checks payable to: Rochester Area ATL Education Fund.
All contributions are tax deductible. ‘

Address
city .. __

State/Zip . . .. . __

ics Anonymous and, before he died in

YThe Matt Talbott Center at St.’

J.. Greg Doyle, 51, the director, is
himiself a-recovered alcoholic as well as a
private investigator and the third gener-
atiott of his family to run the company
his great-grzndfather founded, now the
Doyle Group.

Echoing Talbott, he co-fov.mded the
Huther-Doyle Memorial Institute for
treatmienmt of chemical dependency in
1979, as part of his own recovery
process. Several years later, he left
Huther-Doyle to enter the diocesan
permarnent diaconate program and was
ordainied in 1983. His first assignment
for field training, meanwhile, was in
1981 to St. Augustine’s Parish.

In August, 1981, Doyle began a
weekly self-awareness group at the
parish with four people. Since then more
than 600 people from all over upstate
New York have passed through the Matt
Talbott Center, which now includes
some six offshoots from the original
group and is growing all the time. The
center offers support groups for the

Where to go when something’s wreng, but yeu don’t knew what...

families of compulsive people or
"’co-dependents,”” for adolescent drug
and alcohol abusers, for disabled
persons, and for those who wish to.
increase their spiritual self-awareness, to-
name a few. Fhe operation is funded by
donations rather than by charging
specific fees.

The Matt Talbott Center retains it,
ties with the parish through Doyle
himself, who is the permanent deacon
on staff, and by its location on parish.
grounds. Beyond that, the center offers
what all concermed view as ministry,
rather than just a social service.

“Matt Talbott is an all-embracing
place to go when all you know is that
there is a problem,” Doyle explained.-
““We see it as a ministry with a spiritual:
dimension that other (ireatment) pro-
grams don’t have,

“In theory, we are making people
aware that they can make their own
choices,”” he added.

RCIA participants share
their journey of faith

Teresa A. Parsons/Courier-Journal

Bishop Matthew H. Clark comgratulates pamcupants in last Friday’s Rite of Election held

at Sacred Heart Cathedral.

Bv Teresa A. Parsons
Last week the spiritual journeys of 447

" candidates. and catechumens from - 86

parishes converged at four sites in the diocese
to celebrate the Rite of Election.

People of many different ages, faiths,
lifestyles and backgrounds, they gathered to
mark a milestone in the Rite of Christian
Initiation of Adults (RCIA) by expressing
their intention to Bishop Matthew H. Clark
to receive’the sacraments at Easter.

Those designated as ‘‘catechumens.”
persons who have never been baptized, were
individually presented by name to the pre-
siding bishop. who *‘elected’’ them to receive
the sacraments at the Easter Vigil. .

Candidates whose baptisms in another
Christian denomination are recognized as
valid are also acknowledged by name to the
bishop, who recognizes their intent to receive
the other sacraments at the Easter Vigil.

Also present at the Rites of Election, held

_in Seneca Falls, Horseheads and Rochester,

were hundreds of others — sponsors, com-
panions, friends and RCIA team members —
who have supported and encouraged the
candidates and - catechumens throughout
months of study and preparation.

*“It’s not the ‘convert’ tatking to Father
anymore — a private -thing,” observed
Maribeth Mancini, diocesan consultant for
adult religious education. *‘It (RCIA) says
‘This person who’s joining us is important.”””’

In the process, she added, the RCIA serves
to renew and teach the whole faith communi-
ty. “*Cradle Catholics’” may find it difficult
to understand why people seek membership
in a Church so ideologically disparate.

**We forget there are people out there who
hunger for Eucharist,”” Mancini said.’**The
RCIA helps us understand the power of our
own baptism."

The Second Vatican Council, in the

Continued on Page 15

LAY AR PR

< R o

s
X,
15
¥
iy
3

1A e e e e m A e e

e N7 T Pty

7 SN T




