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Auburn family's ordeal touches hearts in a 'friendly city' 
By Teresa A. Parsons 

Sister Christine 1 loyd met Richard Weaver 
tor the first time the day before he suffered 
the masshe heart attack that necessitated his 
heart transplant. 

"1 remember thinking that they seemed 
like the typical all-Ameriean family, out 
rushing around, grabbing a hamburger," 
Sister Christine recalled of that day three 
\ears ago. "We were present to the family 
during that first crisis, and I was struck bv 
how articulate and honest Richard was at all 
stages ... He was always able to talk the faith 
aspect (of the situation)." 

The first time Melina Carnicelli heard of 
.the 3"-vear-old Fosterville farmer was in a 
newspaper article detailing the subsequent 
plight o\ the Weaver family. She recalled 
thinkinu "there must be something I can 
do . " • 

•\n hour after that thought crossed 
C arnicellTs mind. Sister Christine, the pasto­
ral assistant at St. Mary's, Auburn, called 
and asked her to serve on a committee raising 
funds for Weaver's medical expenses. Al­
though the idea was conceived at St. Mary's, 
the Weaver's parish, it rapidly spread to the 
entire Auburn community and beyond. As a 
result, there's hardly a person in-the Finger 
1 akes region or even upstate New York who 
hasn't heard about Weaver and his struggle 
to pay for a "second chance at life." 

Three years ago in January, Weaver 
unexpectedly suffered a heart attack so 
debilitating that his doctors told him he 
could not live another year without, a heart 
transplant. After three interim operations 
and a mild stroke, not to mention thousands 
of dollars in medical expenses. Weaver 
awoke on Wednesday, Feb. 19, 1986, in 
Columbia Presbyterian Medical Center's 
Presbyterian Hospital, after live hours of 
siiruerv, with a new heart from an uniden­
tified donor. 

So far. doctors say he is responding well. 
But his ordeal is far Irom over. For the next 
six months, he must live in New York City to 
teceive proper treatment. His living expenses 
thete arc estimated at S2.000 per month. 

Once he returns to his Cayuga County 
home. W caver will still need to return to New 
\ oik .is often as every two weeks initially foi 
t rea 'ment . Medication alone will cost as 
much â  si 2.000 annuallv for the torseeable 
inl ine. 

Weaver's insurance coverage, meanwhile. 
has a maximum lifetime limit which has been 
exceeded by now. Thanks to coverage 
through his wife Maureen's job as a recep­
tionist at Crucible Specialty Metals in 
Syracuse, the $125,000 cost of transplant 
surgerv was covered. But the costs of 
aftercare are not. 

For that reason.-'the. Richard Weaver 
Transplant Fund was organized. "Heart 
transplants are not considered experimental 
anymore." explained Roberta Feldgoise, 
who is m charge of publicity for the fund. As 
a result, doctors and hospitals no longer 
w rue off their expenses. 

Nor does the Internal Revenue Service. 
Because the Weaver 1 imd is not a non-protit 
oruani/ation. the Weaver family will have to 
dcJare the monev raised as income. 
1 cldgoisii explained. 

\houi lo people, including Carnicelli and 
•sisici ( hiistihe, gaihcied at St. Mary's for 
.in uurial meeting December 4. 

"We nisi started contacting people and 
asking them to get involved .. I pcrsonallv 
li.i\c spoken lo welt over IW peop le . " 
( aniitelli said " I ' v e lived in \ u b u r n my 
whole hie and I've never seen anything like 
l i l t s . " 

" \ubuin is ,i friendly, family oriented eitv 
that would naturally empathize with a father 
ol two children." Sister Christine added. 

1 und raisers, from spaghetti suppers to 

Before, his heart transplant, Richard Weaver 
expensive -period of recuperation. 

dances and pancake breakfasts, have already 
been organized for Richard in small towns 
from I-̂ tst Rochester to Union Springs, and 
have raised nearly $15,000. 

•\t one extreme, nine-year-old Richard 
Weaver Jr.'s religious education class at St. 
Mary's sold Christmas ornaments and raised 
more than $100. On the other hand, a benefit 
organized by Maureen's co-workers at 
Crucible raised SI 5,000. 

"This is my idea ol what Church and 
community arc all about - it just energizes 
you to see what's happening." Carnicelli 
said. 

Plenty ot' people have been desperately ill 
before in \uburn. but Carnicelli believes 
Weavei's plight has compelled public atten­
tion because "Richard could be any one of 
us, caught in a situation where vou have no 
funds for ihis kind of catastrophic illness." 

"H'c has nowhere to turn but the commu­
nity ... They've already sold everything but 
their house." Carnicelli said. 

Nonetheless, the Weavers have managed 
to maintain a sense of humor — another 
reason they have drawn such considerable 
support. For instance, in the midst of waiting 
for word of a heart donor for Richard, the 
family was still able to laugh over a misprint 
on tickets to an upcoming benefit dance. 
Instead of reading "Richard Weaver needs a 
heart ... won't you give him part of yours," 
the tickets tead "Richard Weaver needs a 
heart ... won't vou give him yours?" 

Weaver believes that Clod has kept him 
alive for a reason -- thai he has a mission to 
fulfill in helping others survive the same 
ordeal he is experiencing. I or that reason, 
the committee plans to continue their I'und-
uusing activities indefinitely to aid others 
\v lu> need transplant suryerv . 

In icturn tor their generosity. ^Iie believes 
the citizens of Auburn have gained a valuable 
awareness of the flawed reality of medical 
care in the I nited States. "I think we live 
with a pipe dream that anything that happens 
to us medically will be covered bv insur­
ance." she explained. "That's just not the 
case." i 

s heart was functioning at only 20 percent of capacity. Now he faces a long- and 

Their Cayuga County home is one of the few things the Weaver family hasn't sold to pay 
for Richard's treatment. 

Richard Weaver Week declared in Auburn 
A week-long series of events is 

planned in Auburn to raise money for 
the, Richard Weaver Transplant Fund. 
They include: 

Monday-Friday, Feb. 24-28: sealed 
bid art auction; works donated by local 
artists and craftsmen on exhibit between 
noon and 4 p.m. in the downtown 
Cayuga County Sav ings Bank lobby. 

Thursday. Feb. 27: blood drive 
sponsored by the American Red Cross at 
St. Man's School, 1-5 p.m. 

Friday. Feb. 28: spaghetti supper at 
Sacred Heart Church hall. 5-8 p.m., 
sponsored by Owasco Fire Department. 

also: Skaie-a-thon, Reva Roller 
Drome, 7:30-1 1 p.m. 

Saturday, March I: bake sale, balloon 
sale, heart disease information booth at 
the Finger Lakes Mall. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 

also: International Dinner Buffet and 
Benefit Dance: Springside Inn: music by 
the Blue Lights; cocktails. 6:30 p.m.. 
dinner. ~ p.m., dancing. 9 p.m.-l a.m.. 
an auction and ethnic pastries, 11 p.m. 

also: Ska te -a - thon . Reva Roller 
Drome. 1 -3:30 p .m. 

Sunday. March 2: fashion show and 
brunch; Springside Inn, 11:30-2 p.m. 

also: Rock and RolfShowca.se with six 
area hands; CassidyV 4 p.m.-2 a.m. 

Tor more information or tickets for 
any of the^c_ events, contact Melina 
Carnicelli (it (315)252-2771. 

PLANNING A 
ST. PATRICK'S DAY PARTY? 

r9 0 ! 

Ol 

This year, why not wear more green 
than you spend! Pay the Paper Store a 
visit for all your St. Paddy's Day Supplies 
and decorations. 
We'll help make your party easy and 
affordable with disposable plates, 
napkins, cups, tablewear, ashtrays, etc. 
Don't forget to ask about our 15% Parish 
Discount for all Church and School 
functions 

the PAPER STORE 
a world of paper products 

175 Monroe Ave. 
454-3798 
M-F 9-6 
Sat. 10-4 

D o o o o e o e o o o o c 
Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help 
Church 
having a 

. Patrick's 
Day Party 

March 15th 
at St. casimir Hall 
500 Simpson Rd. 

Featuring: 
A corned Beef & Cabbage Dinner 

Music by Mario Shabbarrasi 
Ticket Prices — $8.95 

(Advance ticket sales only) 
For information call: 

Evelyn ouignan Mary Bittner 
467-4881 266-2149 

Gerould's Pharmacies 
Two Locations 

— S. Main Street 
8 Church & Hoffman 

Elmira 
Delivery Service — 733-6696 

Unique Core 
R.N.'s - l.P.N.'s - Live-ins 

or Hourly Aides 
Bonded, Insured, 

prescreened & reasonable 

7 5 8 S o u t h A v e n u e 

442-1700 
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