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A Word for Sunday 
Father Albert Shamon 

Sunday's Readings: (R3) Iuke 4:1-13: 
<RJ) Deuteronomy 26:4-10: (R2) 
Romans 10:8-13. 

The Lenten season is so important 
that Vatican Council il devoted an 
entire paragraph to it in the Constitution 
on the Sacred liturgy (No. 109). This 
special season has a twofold character: 
1) it recalls baptism or prepares for it, 
and 2) it stresses a penitential spirit. 

The Council also urged that wider use 
he made of the baptismal features 
proper to the I enten liturgy, and that 
lapsed traditions be restored (No. 64). 
This restoration was accomplished when 
the catechumenate was reintroduced a 
few years ago, as the Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults (RICA). Strictly 
speaking, the RICA is for adults who 
have never been baptized. The basic-
process involves nurturing and provok
ing the candidates' conversion within a 
hospitable community of faith. 

The initiation of adults into the 

Catholic faith is tailored to the spiritual 
journey of the candidates. The pace 
varies for each person. The journey is 
marked by four periods, and the 
candidates move forward from one 
period to the next in three transitional 
stages. An outline of the process might 
be helpful. 
Period I. The Precatechumenate is a 
period of inquiry and evangelization. Its 
goal is to create a disciple for Christ. 

Stage A. Rite of Becoming a 
Catechumen: The candidate wishes to 
become a Christian and thinks this can 
best be done in the Christian communi
ty-
Period II. The Catechumenate is a long 
period of instruction on the Christian 
life. These instructions can end with 
celebrations „of 1) the word of God, 2) 
minor exorcisms, and 3) blessings. If all 
goes well, the candidate will want to 
become a Catholic Christian. 

Stage B. Rite of Election or Enroll

ment (Lent) is a profound period of 
spiritual preparation for the sacraments 
of initiation. During this period there 
are three scrutinies and two pre
sentations. 

First Scrutiny: third Sunday of Lent. 
Presentation of the Creed. 
Second Scrutiny: fourth Sunday of 

Lent. 
Third Scrutiny: fifth Sunday of Lent. 
Presentation of the Lord's" Prayer 

with profession of faith, rite of the 
Ephpheta, choosing a name, anointing 
with the oil of the catechumens. (The 
Presentations may be anticipated and 
take place during the Catechumenate.) 

Stage C: Celebration of the Sacra
ments of Christian Initiation (Easter 
Vigil). Candidates become neophytes. 
Period IV: The Period of Postbaptismal 
Catechesis oir Mystagogia (Easter to 
Pentecost) is a period of deepening and 
strengthening of the new faith of the 
candidates by their joyful insertion into 
the faith community. 

At the Sunday Masses through the 
Easter season, the neophytes should b& 
mentioned in the homily and in the 
General Intercessions. 

The end of this period, around 
Pentecost, should be celebrated with a 
jubilant party. Each year, an anniversa
ry celebration of this great event should 

follow. 
The rites can be related to the gospel 

readings of Cycle C during Lent in a way 
similar to this: 

First Sunday: Temptation of Jesus. 
The Rite of Election takes place, a c!all 
to reject the temptations to give up. 

Second Sunday: The Transfiguration. 
A call to new life, following the 
transformation effected by baptism. 

Third Sunday: First Scrutiny. A call 
to conversion. 

Fourth Sunday: Second Scrutiny. 
Parable of the prodigal; a call to the 
community to be a welcoming commu
nity like the father in the parable. 

Fifth Sunday: Third Scrutiny. Story 
of the adulteress; a call to be merciful 
and compassionate as Jesus is. 

Passion Sunday: A call to have the 
same attitude Jesus had when con
fronted with suffering and death. 

Temptations are rather unfashionable 
today, but they are always present. As 
Satan tried to undermine our Lord's 
mission, so all of us can expect the same 
treatment — those who are journeying 
toward faith and we who have it. Nor 
will temptation be one isolated incident. 
This is one of the reasons why the 
Church insists on penitential practices 
during Lent for both catechumens and 
ourselves. 

Father Walczak 
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holler at the kid's when they mess up. People 
seem to think \vc have candles burining all 

'over and that we say the rosary every night 
before dinner. That iust doesn't happen. 
We're as close to a regular American family 
as can be." he explains, adding that the 
Walc/ak family is not like "O/zie and 
Harriet." 

"My perception of priesthood isn't some 
kind of magical call to u mystical vocation," 
he explains. "I find myself treating my 
profession the same way anybody else would 
treat theirs, with a great deal of love. 

"As f;jr as hours and time, I don't 
consider m\ call to priesthood different from 

J that of an\ other professional person who 
feels <trongl\ about professionalism. I would 

"spend the same amount of time if 1 was doing 
any other thine. The priest takes time for 
himself in one way or another; I do it with 
my family." 

He met his wife, a clerk in the intake office 
of the Monroe County Health Department, 

when he was on his first assignment at a 
Buffalo parish. His wife, a member of that 
parish, "'passed out" at her sister's wedding, 
and Father Walcvak "had to drag her off the 
altar and revive her" while another priest 
continued with the ceremony. Later, he 
called her and asked her for a date. 

A while ago, he told that story to a class in 
St. Joseph's' school, and recounts that 
students were astounded that a priest had 
gone out on dates and were curious about 
where he had taken his future wife. Based on 
that reaction, both he and the teacher 
anticipated more ama/ed questions about the 
origins of his children, but evidently the 
notion of a dating priest was enough for the 
class to assimilate that day. 

Students did ask, however, if priests ever 
drink. Unsure of how to handle that query, 
he said he has from time to time seen some 
priests drink. Does Father Moynihan? "1 
told them 1 had seen him drink once in a 
while when he has guests for dinner." 

The class' reaction was typical of what 
Father Walcvak termed a "mysticism around 
the priesthood." "It appears to me that most 
fay people have take the priesthood and put it 

on some elevated pedestal ... I don't know if 
priests really want that, though I'm sure 
some enjoy it. but I think it's too hard to live 
up to. 

"People want to put a priest on a different 
level — they want to see him act differently. 
It's a real dichotomy. They want a priest to 

be human, but not too human," he says. 
In fact, he says he has told Father 

Moynihan that his role is that of "de-
mythologizing" the priesthood. "I told him 
that I will destroy his image in no time," he 
concludes with a laugh. 

Democratic church 
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Changes in the Polish National 
Catholic Church over the years have 
been equally as dramatic as those 
observed by Roman Catholics since the 
early 1900s. In fact, Father Grube said, 
the word "Polish" has become some
thing of a misnomer. Although it was 
organized primarily by and for Polish 
people, and although St. Casimir's 
parishioners still observe some Polish 
traditions, the church's ethnic makeup 
varies widely today. 

"Our people are very diverse," Father 
Grube said. "They come from all social, 

ethnic and cultural levels." 
In fact, he said, St. Casimir's has 

enjojed something of a recommitment 
since he arrived last June. Despite! the 
fact that Father Walczak, the former 
pastor, left to -become a priest in the 
Roman Catholic Church, membership 
arid collections are up at St. Casimir's. 
Nor has the loss of their pastor festered 
as an issue among parishioners. 

"We have tried to teach respect and 
maturity for other people's decisions,'-' 
Father Grube explained. "We ;get 
nowhere in conflict with one another. It 
only comes back to haunt us." 
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ROCHESTER] 

Ashton-Smith 
Funeral Home Inc. 

• (482-6260) 
Mattle Funeral Home 

.(716)482-2440 
853 Culver Rd. 

Malcolm M Nulton James R Gray 

Burns-Hanna 
Funeral Home 

1795 East Ridge Rd. 
Rochester, N.Y: 14622 

(716)467-5745 

| CHILI | 

Leo M. Bean 
Funeral Home, Inc. 

2771 Chili Ave. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14624 

(716) 235-4134 
We Invite Comparison 

Corbett 
Funeral Home, Inc. 
Roger G. Blakeslee 
2771 Chili Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14624 
(716) 235-2000 

Polvino & Granata 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Serving Rochester and Gales 

Frank Granata 
371 Lake Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14608 
(716)458-3341 

| IRONDEQUOIT \ 

Edward H. Dreier 
Funeral Home Inc. 
Edward H. Dreier 
Alan E. Giltner 

1717 Portland Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14617 

(716)342-8500 

Paul W. Harris 
Funeral Home Inc. 
Richard P. Harris 
Charles E. Davis 

570 Kings Highways. 
(corner Titus) 
(716)544-2041 

\GREECE\ 

Arndt Funeral Home 
1118 Long Pond Rd. 

(near Maiden Lane) 

Greece, N.Y.14626 
Ronald John Arndt 

Parking for over 100 cars 

(716) 225-6350 

Vay, Schleich 
and Meeson 

Funeral Home Inc. 
"Greece's Largest and 

Most Complete Facilities" 

2692 Dewey Avenue 
Greece, N.Y. 14616 

(716)663-5827 

Schauman 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Edwin Sulewski 

2100 St. Paul Street 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716)342-3400 

May Funeral Home 
George L. May Jr. 

Raymond L Welch 
2793 Culver Rd. 

Rochester. N.Y. 14622 
(716)467-7957 

HENRIETTA 

Henry D. Halloran 
Son Inc. 

Funeral Home 
5781 W. Henrietta Rd. 
Henrietta, N.Y. 14586 

(716) 334-9350 
Francis J. Martin Sr. 

Francis Joseph Martin Jr. 

Michael R. Yackiw 
Funeral Home 
1270 Norton St. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14621 
(716) 544-5000 

If no answer 342-9300 

Schauman 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Edwin Sulewski 

2100 St. Paul Street 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716)342-3400 

] [ MACEDON 

Payne-Nulton 
Funeral Home Inc. 

22 Rickford St. 
Macedon, N.Y. 14502 

(315)986-7781 
Malcolm M. Nulton 

James R. Gray 

Younglove-Smith 
Funeral Home, Inc. 

Serving Greece 

1511 Dewey Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14615 

(716)458-6200 

GATES 

Alvah Halloran 
and Son, Inc. 
Funeral Home 

H. Daniel Halloran 
2125 Chili Avenue* 

Rochester, N.Y. 14624 
(716) 247-7590 

] [ PENFIELD 

Nulton Funeral Home 
1704 Penfield Road 
Penfield, N.Y. 14526 

Malcolm M. Nulton 
James ft Gray 


