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F to celebration

By Teresa A. Parsons -
* From a pest-Vatican I vantage point,
it appears that Bishop Francis Hodur,
the organizer of the Polish National

Nearly 30 years. before the Second
' Vatican-Council, he and.fellow priests.in

 the Polish National: Caghohc Church

* had: established: many of the: liturgical

- reforins.lates adopted: by the Roman
b Catholic Church: In 1934, they beganto. *
- celebrate Mdss. facing the congregation:

. .and speakmg in the natwe languagg 05
; s!migmple.

Erom its foundation; the Polish. Na-:

E nemLCathanChurch raised the liturgy..
' of the-word to a sacramental level,
| foreshadowing: the renewed emphasis.
F Vatican H placed on scripture.

Long: before Vatican, H reaffirmed

- that “‘the laity are made to share in the-
 ‘priestly, propheticat and kingly.office of
L Chiist,”™ the Polish. National Catholic
 ‘Church: established itself as a Catholic
; .demecsacy grantmg women and a;l lay

- "“We became a democratic form of
» Cathohcxsm with each- member of a
. parish having an equal voice,” said
. Father -George Giube, pastor of St

: Casimijr’s. Polish . National Cathehc

' Chugchrin Rochester. -
“He (Bishop Hodur) was light years
of his time,”> Father Grube

‘B added. ““I am amazed: at how close they

- (the -documents of Vatican LI) are to

Despite a. history of misunderstand-
ings between Roman and, Polish Na-

' tional Catholics, the two churches share

much-of the same theology and-tradition-
F - from belief in the Holy Trinity and
. -C as the Sqn of God and our Savior .

" the Mass and the

sacraments, to h devotions as the

, -rosary, and adoram . of m Bée&scd
" Sacrament. e :
“People. grew u it a"xle&;« ’Qf

: nnmnéﬁpgmns abot g ug——mthat welre
L different, or: strange,’

! ‘Bn;:pwtz
- Chure

- Catholie.”

- The-seeds of separation were planted:

3 during the First Vaticap Council, con-

. vened: in 1869 The chief action of the
L council, promulgated: in 1870, was the
- definition.cof papal infallibility, which

E “some-:chuech leaders, krown as “©Old
| Catholics,” viewed ds a false innova-
E fioms -

- As Eastem Eurapean 1mmigrauts
Y flooded: inte the United' States. during
“the 1890s, many brought. with them: this
E sense of discord. I 1897, along with-a
E group. of 300 Polish-American families,
i Father Hodug, a native Pole and pastor
3 of,bioly Trinity Roman Catholic Clwu;h,

"R in Scranton, became embroiled in a

' dispute-with-the diocese.

Catholic Church in the United States,
| may have lived before his time.

. what: we’ ve,been teaching for 100 years
| or more.”

&bke Grube.

&H '
igyen, though. in- this cmmm :
i Cathelic: has come to mean Roman -

LY

" can.

| some

 Democratic church looks beycmd ethnic boundaries

”l?he Enfas as‘k@d; ;

mos,nb
tion- of: their- tr i@mna an

 culture,

controk " of t}w patish gxopqrty and;-.

authofity to-choose.theit-own pastor.
- When theit tequests were denied, the
ggoummgb&gmperman@ozgmm

ion. at. St. Stanislaus, the
ﬁz,s; Eqiish«ﬂaﬁonakCamohc Chirchin

ihe United States.

" Other predominantly Polish churches .

areund the country joined with the
Scranton pansh, and in 1898, when the
pope refused-to-assent. to- their requests,
they foirmally broke ties with the Vati-

314 1,904 -the church org§mzqd its. ﬁrst
synod- in Scranton. Reprgsentatives of

lested: Father Hodur as their

-bishor He was. in- 1907 by
three. Old:: Catholic: bisheps . from
Yrecht, therehy, establishing, -~
ﬁa&mmﬂam&a}“ 0lics. %ﬁ&;ﬁ%ﬁ :

dlnestMQstth Succession,

" No: official” general; pmnm;ncemsn{

has been made by the: Roman Catholic
‘Chusch.on the validity of ordination.in.
' the, Polish- National Camphsz Charch,

dingao Father Josepb Hart, a

seiar St. Bemnard’s Institute.

" Despite. that fact, Father Melvin
Walczak’s: ordination in. the Polish
National Gatholic Churchi was. accepted
as valid by Rome last year.

“Qune could draw the conclusien that
Rome-could be Considering the ma,tter,”
Father Harﬁ speculated. One the other

hand, he-added, Vatican officials may .

bave col;sxde,;eqt Father Waiczak’s case
onxxsewmments

Since 'Vatican U, most o? the dif-
ferences which remain bepween: the two

&,ﬂﬁm@m autended-the gather-

churches are prac.tlcal in nagure rather
than theological.
Officials of both churches are in-

volved in continuing dialogue, and last .

fall, the Primc Bishop mct jwith Pope
John Paul 1l for the first time

While Polish National Catholics ac-
cept as dogmatic the first four ecumeni-
cal councils of the Church lhey still
believe that papal mfalhbqhty is an
innovation rather than a Tcnpturaliy

. based principle.

geheral 'synods, which meet |every four
hich meet
Supreme

Their church is instead governed by
years, and diocesan synods, I

each two or three year& The
Council meets agnually . }o govern
the church and is headed by the Prime
Bishop or *‘first among equals,” who is
elected. All parishes send repeesentatives
to the synods and are bmjnd- by the
church’s constitution, written by Bishop
Hodur. :

Like Roman Catholics, Polish Na-
tional Catholics celebrate s'yen sacra-
ments, but with some differences. Con-
firmation is considered the completion
of baptism, rather than a sacrament in
its ownright Theé second sacrament in the
Polish National Catholic Church is the
Word of God. — listenin and in-
terpreting scripture.

The sacrament of pcna ce is ad-
ministered in twg forms; rporate or
general confessions, which take place at
the beginning of each Mass, and private
confessions, which are adm nistered to
chilldren -and- youth under [16 and to
adults upon.reguest.

Although the sacrament of matrimo- ~

ny is the same in both churches, grounds
for annulment differ somewhat. -The
Polish National Catholic Church, for
instance, recognizes psychological im-
pediments as grounds for annulment.
Matrimony is also possibility
for Polish National Catho clergymen.
Based on their-interpretation of scrip-
turg, members of the church decided in
1921 that priests.could ¢ @ t0 marry
cither-beforeor aftérordination, -
Clmon;ky, although the church
mits: 2 masricd clerey, ) siilk suffors
rortt a shottage of priests; ““We have
ab(tm 20 parished-waiting for priests,”
Father Gxub&noted Farﬁy as. a. result,
the church is. currently training its ﬁrst
class of permanent dcaczps and is

(planning to establish a reljgious com-

mynity of men, Father Grube specylated
" that a community of women religious
will not be far-behind for the church.

Phe, Polish. N@g{mg}} Catholic Church
currently:¢laims. 162 parishes in North
Amgricaand Poland, St. Casimir’s, the
only Bolis Nguonal Catho&c Parish in
the Rochester arca, belongs to the
Buffalo-Pittsburgh Diocese, which
encompasses Upstate New York, central
and western Pennsylvania, eastern Ohio

and North and South Carolma
- Continued on Page 12

The Black and Indian annual mission collection wiil be taken
up in the Rochester Diocese on February 16th.
Biack and indisn Commission Ottice, 2021 H Street N W Washingion, OC 20006

AQUINAS INSTITUTE
THEN AND NOW
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— A series of arlicles 1o @ppear semi-
monthly commemorating the¢ siatieth an-
niversary of the school.

When the editor of the Rochester Post
Express on September 8, 1906, wiote “the
sooner the Rochester Catholic High (fore-
runner of Aquinas Inststate}, puts out a
baseball, football, basketball and track
team; then, and only then, will the Catho-
lic children of the city attend i, he never
could have predicted the outcome. Sports
have always betn an integral part in the edu-
cation of American vouth and this is no less
true of students in Catholic schools. Com-
petitive, well-coached, disciplined teams
have always been the hallmark of Aquinas

Sixty vears atter, when one thinks of Ag-
ulnas sports, football leaps immediately to
mind. But 1t was in the.very first vear of
the new Aquinas on Dewey Avenue the var-
sity basketball team rose 10 the heights in
local, state and national competition. Bill
Cuccl, the 1925-26 team mascot, “a high
sounding term for water boy", as he
describes himself, recalls some highlights.
Most exciting game during the regular sea-
son was a 9-8 victory over Latin High of
Cleveland. Five games were one point vie-
tories, the last one a 17-16 victory over Most
Holy Rosary of Syracuse for the New York
State Catholic Championship. The team
capped its season when it emerged as
runner-up in a national tournament spon-
sored by Loyola of Chicago..

Thovrgh the 1925-26 team was hailed as
“best quint Aquinas ever had"™ by its con-
témporaries, the 1926-27 team was close be-
hind in laurels. Highlight of the season,
according to Cucci, was a 20-14 victory over
Latin again. “Skee” Flynn tied that game
with six free throws; John Riley and Tho-
mas Slowe also contributed. George
Schaad, presently living in Lakewood,
Colorado, was all scholastic team guard.
Season record was 18 wins - 3 losses.

The only undefeated basketball team 1n
Aquinas’ history was in 1953-54. A tecam
coached by Lou Basile started five players,
all of whom went on to play in college: Fred
Wagner (Fordhdm) Greg Britz (Canisius),
Danny O'Brien (St. Bonavénture), Jerry
Kotwas and Mike Spang (Assumption of
Windsor), Most games were played in the
War Memorial as a preliminary to the
Rochester Royals, according to Mike Spang.
Hornell and Holley, both previous Sectional
V winners, were both beaten twice. High-
light of the season, Spang récalled, was a
58-54 victory over Erie Prep.

The 1985-86 team under Coach Mike
Ruff continues this Aquinas tradition.
Presently sporting a record of 12 wins and
3 losses, the team has 1o be reckoned as a
threat in Section V this vear.

NEXT ISSUE — MISSIONS AT
AQUINAS ’

- Paid 1or by Agurnas Institue
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Be An
Instrument
Of Peace

In a comifmaunity
following the Gospel
in prayer, in service,
to sick and aged.

Write to:
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Lacon, ILL 61560
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