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The First King of Israel
It was early morning when Nathan were greedy and had not followed
approached the town square. He was Samuel’s ways. When they were called
surprised to see so many people gathered upon to rule in a cas¢ before them, they
there. There seemed to be a heated accepted bribes. A bribe was a payment
- discussion going on. Even the elders of made to them by someone so that the . —-
Israel were voicing their opinions on the case would be ruled in their favor, even ] | )
matter. Nathan went closer and listened. if that wouldn’t have been a just ruling. donkeys have already been found. As “*The Lord has decided 10 let a king
e 13 ‘ *‘Samuel,” the elders of lsrael said, for you, Saul, you musi stay here from among His own people rule in
Avs ume the people of lsrael had ‘‘we are not happy with the behavior of becaus¢ the Lord has chosen you from Israel. You must obey your king :n all
their own king to rule them, like all of ! . - . ¢
the other nations,”’ said one man your sons. The pecople feel we should all of His people to be king of Israel. that he commands you to do. This ¢ the
. L e have a king 1o rule over us.’ “‘Me, a king?"’ said Saul. **Why, the man God has chosen 1o rule.””
But the people of Israel are not like . AT .
these other nations,” said another Samucl was very upset when he heard trib¢ of Benjamin is the least important Nathan watched as the tall man came
e . > : this request. **Please go away now,'’ he tribe of isracl. You must have the wrong torward now. He stood head and
These foreigners worship many false a2 o
ods. We b God. Yahweh.* said. ‘I must pray and seek God’s person! shoulders above everyone. His .ame
gods. We have one God, Yahweh. S, - o . .
. e pighy : advice, God will be pleased with your was Saul.
That's right,” someone else spoke - N
e : Samucl went alone and prayed 1o the humility, Saul, answered Samuel. Long live the king! Long live S\mg
up. “*Yahweh is the one tru¢ God of Lord. He told God that h b Bt there | b , Caull"'th le shouted.
lSl'aCl. Choos‘nga kmg ﬁ,om among our ora. € 1o t at. € was sorry the . ut t erg 1s  somet mng_ eyen mqre . .Lf the people s oute
people is the same as rejecting God! people wanted to be like other people important, if you want to be a good king. Now we will no longer be detcated
“Yo v . : and have their own king. The Lord told for the people. You must be careful to by our encmies. Let peace reign ariong
u can’t deny the fact that we are S : : . .
. amuel not to worry. If this was what obey God in everything that you do and our people!
always under attack from these foreign ; , Y
- : ) the people of Israel wanted, He would say. Samuel then old the people all ubout
ers,”” another man in the crowd an- - . - e . : ; it ;
“ L . show Samuel the right person to be king. I will,”” Saul promised. the rights and duties of a king and hiow
swered. ‘A king could help unite our . Lt . )
fore P In a nearby town lived a man named Samuel took Saul and his servant and the people must obey him. He wrote
orces and defeat our enemies. . e : . . ? RN . : e . X
The deb: d Nath Kish. Kish was a rich man from the tribe prepared a great feast. He gave Saul the everything down in a special book and
I 2(“? axerwem on and on. dalhan of Benjamin. One day, some of his place of honor at the head of the 1able, placed it before God tor all to see.
}:stsn h degrla ew m‘?_re minutes and then donkeys strayed away. So Kish told his and the best food to eat. e 0 8
: euem o voice hus opinion, L00. son, Saul, to go with one of the servants Aftet all of the people had gone, For discussion:
‘ Ever,smce the people of Israel left ~ and bring the donkeys back. The two Samuel told Saul to kneel down. He 1) What is the other name the p. aple
Pharaoh’s rule in Egypt to seek their: men searched for a long time for the 100k a container of holy oil and poured of Israel used for God?
! own jand, they ve been at war. The donkeys, but they were nowhere to be it over Saul’s head aand blessed him. 2) Why did the people of lsrael ~Ant
Philistines have tried to destroy us for a found. . . The anointing of Saul by the prophet their own king?
long time now. We are worn out with all Finally, the servant said, “Saul, | | Samuel was a sign that God had chosen 3) What is a bribe? Why is it wroug to
of this fighting: But aren’t we supposeg have an idea! | hear the prophet Samuel him to be king. take a bribe?
to be a people that },’,?5‘5 God to lead us? lives in the next town just over the hill. “Tomorrow, Saul, I will preseat you 4) Why did Samuel pray to God about
What is the answer?” He is a seer, and maybe he will be able to to the people of lIsrael,”” promised the people’s request for a king?
The elders of Israel spoke up now. tell us where the donkeys are."’ Samuel. S} Samuel was a prophet and a judge
*“We will take this matter to Samuel, When Saul and the servant arrived at The town square was overflowing for the people of lsrael. He was also
our prophet. God has appomted him 10 Samuel’s house, the Lord spoke to with people. Nathan could hardly sce known as a seer. What is a seer?
judge. Let Samuel decide for us.’ Samuel and said,‘‘Here is the man | the place where Samuel stood with the 6) What was the most importani thing
Samuel had been a prophet and a have selected 1o become the king of the elders of lsrael. Everyone 1alked for Saul to do as a king?
judge for the people in Israel for many Israclites. He will save my people from excitedly of the news. Today was the day For further reading:
years. He was old now and had ap- the Philistines.” the king was to be nameéd for the people The Story of Saul, the first klhg of
pointed two of his sons, Joel and So Samuel greeted the two men and of lsracl. Nathan listened as Samuel lsrael, is found in 1 Samuel 8-10 in the
Abijah, as judges to help him. But they said, ‘“‘Don’t worry, your father’s spoke to the Ll’OWd py Old Testament.
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Cable Offers Catholic Series Mercy’s Y.G.C. at City Hall
. . . : y i S 'S 4 . e high s
“Glory to God,” an award-winning Also featured- are inspirational teachings - angu(r;svi?ﬁ Iggnb['kzﬁ b“;i":(i‘:hg?eld‘ :10?;1? :‘:&Z‘;‘r’ﬁj by ‘f“m‘ ounty fugh school
weekly Catholic television serics, will be about youth, the sacraments and scripture. annual High School District Lgntercnge on . : .
pffereq by Greater Rdchester Cable beginn- “Glory to God™ can be seen at 7 p.m. Jan. 18 a1 ﬁo;hes[er s City Hall, .Valenllne Celebratm&
g this month. The program, h?sted by Monday evening on Chanqel 35 in the City of Twenty-eight Mercy students submitted Children of all ages are invited to Assin
. Father .John Bertolucci, a priest from the  Rochester and Channel 2 in suburban argas, ¢ “pii "oy were all passed in the . House-Casa Del Amigo, 194 Lyell Avénue,
' Diocese of Albany, includes interviews with  according to Father George .Nonon;) dioce- jooislature. Three seniors, Julie Doran of  on Saturday, beb. 8, at | p.m. Children will
SCPaLlh Chnsn:nFleaders as‘Mg{her Teres‘a ot ’af} d)ré.‘LllOl‘ Of‘/:ommumcguohnsl._ f,“,ﬁ.’f’g Penfield, Erin Maloney of Piusford and share | God's love through song, sumple
C\gla an Natheyr B{ugg itter of Cove- i’d“; repdgces A mgr;fap- a:)dO, 16, WIIER  Gerette Gordon of Webster, were elected  dance, Valentine crafis and wotship. Call
nant House in New York City. as been discontinued by its producers. commiltee Lhanrpersons at the wntercme (716)247 0779lormtormduon
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Iso| -§ THOSE WHO WISH TO HAVE ARRANGEMENTS CARRIED OUT IN ACCORDANCE
i WITH THE IDEALS OF THEIR FAITH, CONTACT THE FUNERAL DIRECTORS LISTED
na- ; 'BELOW FOR PRE-NEED OR AT-NEED SERVICES AND COUNSELING.
:— g |
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