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The First King of Israel 
It was early morning when Nathan 

approached the town square. He was 
surprised to see so many people gathered 
there. There seemed to be a heated 
discussion going on. Even the elders of 
Israel were voicing their opinions on the 
matter. Nathan went closer and listened. 

"I t ' s time the people of Israel had 
their own king to rule them, like all of 
the other nations," said one man. 

"But the people of Israel are not like 
these other nations," said another. 
"These foreigners worship many false 
gods. We have one God, Yahweh. * * 

"That's right," someone else spoke 
up. "Yahweh is the one true God of 
Israel. Choosing a king from among our 
people is the same as rejecting God!" 

"You can't deny the fact that we are 
always under attack from these foreign
ers," another man in the crowd an- ^ 
swered. "A king could help unite our 
forces and defeat our enemies." 

The debate went on and on. Nathan 
listened for a few more minutes and then 
he decided to voice his opinion, too. 

"Ever since the people of Israel left 
Pharaoh's rule in Egypt to seek their1 

own land, they've been at war. The 
Philistines have tried to destroy us for a 
long time now. We are worn out with all 
of this fighting: But aren't we supposed 
to be a people that trusts God to lead us? 
What is the answer?" 

The elders of Israel spoke up now. 
"We will take this matter to Samuel, 

our prophet. God has appointed him to 
judge. Let Samuel decide for us ." 

Samuel had been a prophet and a 
judge for the people in Israel for many 
years. He was old now and had ap
pointed two of his sons, Joel and 
Abijah, as judges to help him. But they 

were greedy and had not followed 
Samuel's ways. When they were called 
upon to rule in a case before them, they 
accepted bribes. A bribe was a payment 
made to them by someone so that the 
case would be ruled in their favor, even 
if that wouldn't have been a just ruling. 

"Samuel," the elders of Israel said, 
"we are not happy with the behavior of 
your sons. The people feel we should 
have a king to rule over us ." 

Samuel was very upset when he heard 
this request. "Please go away now," he 
said. "1 must pray and seek God's 
advice." 

Samuel went alone and prayed lo the 
Lord. He told God that he was sorry the 
people wanted to be like other people 
and have their own king. The Lord told 
Samuel not to worry. If (his was what 
the people of Israel wanted. He would 
show Samuel the right person to be king. 

In a nearby town lived a man named 
Kish. Kish was a rich man from the tribe 
of Benjamin. One day, some of his 
donkeys strayed away. So Kish told his 
son, Saul, to go with one of the servants 
and bring the donkeys back. The two 
men searched for a long time for the 
donkeys, but they were nowhere to be 
found. 

Finally, the servant said, "Saul, I 
have an idea! I hear the prophet Samuel 
lives in the next town just over the hill. 
He is a seer, and maybe he will be able to 
tell us where the donkeys are. ' ' 

When Saul and the servant arrived at 
Samuel's house, the Lord spoke to 
Samuel and said," Here is the man I 
have selected to become the king of the 
Israelites. He will save my people from 
the Philistines." 

So Samuel greeted the two men and 
said, "Don't worry, your father's 
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donkeys have already been found. As 
for you, Saul, you must stay here 
because the Lord has chosen you from 
all of His people to be king of Israel." 

"Me, a king?" said Saul. "Why, the 
tribe of Benjamin is the least important 
tribe of Israel. You.must have the wrong 
person!" 

"God will be pleased with your 
humility, Saul," answered Samuel. 
"But there is something even more 
important, if you want to be a good king 
for the people. You must be careful to 
obey God in everything that you do and 
say." 

"1 wi l l , " Saul promised. 
Samuel look Saul and his servant and 

prepared a great feast. He gave Saul the 
place of honor at the head of the table, 
and the best food to eat. 

After all of the people had gone, 
Samuel told Saul to kneel down. He 
took a container of holy oil and poured 
it over Saul's head aand blessed him. 
The anointing of Saul by the prophet 
Samuel was a sign that God had chosen 
him to be king. 

"Tomorrow, Saul, I will present you 
to the people of Israel," promised 
Samuel. 

The town square was overflowing 
with people. Nathan could hardly see 
the place where Samuel stood with the 
elders of Israel. Everyone talked 
excitedly of the news. Today was the day 
the king was to be named for the people 
of Israel. Nathan listened as Samuel 
spoke to the crowd. 

"The Lord has decided to let a king 
from among His own people rule in 
Israel. You must obey your king m all 
that he commands you to do. This is the 
man God has chosen to rule." 

Nathan watched as the tall man ^ame 
forward now. He stood head and 
shoulders above everyone. His tame 
was Saul. 

"Long live the king! Long live King 
fiaul! "the people shouted. 

"Now we will no longer be defeated 
b> our enemies. Lei peace reign among 
our people!" 

Samuel then told the people all about 
the rights and duties of a king and how 
ihe people musi obev him. He wrote 
everything down in a special book and 
placed it before God for all to see. 

• • • 
Fur discussion: 

1) What is the other name the p, jple ' 
of Israel used lor God? 

2) Why did the people of Israel vaiu 
their own king? 

3) What is a bribe? Why is it wrong 10 
take a bribe? 

4) Why did Samuel pray to God about 
the people's request for a king? 

5) Samuel was a prophet and a judge 
for the people of Israel. He was also 
known as a seer. What is a seer? 

6) What was the most important ihing 
for Saul to do as a king? 
For further reading: 

The Story of Saul, the'first king of 
Israel, is found in 1 Samuel 8-10 in the 
Old Testament. 

Cable Offers Catholic Series Mercy's Y.G.C. at City Hall 
"Glory to God," an award-winning 

weekly Catholic television series, will be 
offered by Greater Rdchester Cable beginn
ing this month. The program, hosted by 
Father John Bertolucci, a priest- from the 
Diocese of Albany, includes interviews with 
such Christian leaders as Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta and Father Bruce Ritter of Cove
nant House in New York City. 

Also featured- are inspirational teachings 
about youth, the sacraments and scripture. 
"Glory to God" can be seen at 7 p.m. 
Monday evening on Channel 35 in the City of 
Rochester and Channel 2 in suburban areas, 
according to Father George Norton, dioce
san director of communications. The pro
gram replaces "American Catholic," which 
has been discontinued by its producers. 

Our Lady of Mercy High School's Youth 
and Government Club participated in the 
annual High School District conference on 
Jan. 18 at Rochester's City Hall. 

Twenty-eight Mercy students submitted 
four bills that were all passed in the 
legislature. Three seniors, Julie Doran of 
Pen field, Erin Maloney of Pittsford and 
Gerette Gordon of Webster, were elected 
committee chairpersons at the conference, 

ai tended by 
students. 
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Valentine Celebration 
Children of all ages are invited to Assist 

House-Casa Del Amigo, 194 Lyell Avenue, 
on Saturday, leb'. 8, at I p.m. Children will 
share. God's love through song, simple 
dance, Valentine crafts and worship. Call 
(716)247-0729 for information.. 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
THOSE WHO WISH TO HAVE ARRANGEMENTS CARRIED OUT IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE IDEALS OF THEIR FAITH, CONTACT THE FUNERAL DIRECTORS LISTED 
BELOW FOR PRE-NEED OR ATNEED SERVICES AND COUNSELIN 

\ROCHESTER[ 

Ashton-Smith 
Funeral Home Inc. 

(482-6260) 
Mattle Funeral Home 

(716)482-2440 
853 Culver Rd. 

Malcolm U. Mutton Jamas A Gray 

Corbett 
Funeral Home, Inc. 
Roger G. Blakeslee 
2771 Chili Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14624 
.(716) 235-2000 

Pohrino&Granata 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Serving Rochaatai and Gates 

Frank Granata 
371 Lake Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14608 
(716)458-3341 

Schauman 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Edwin Sulewski 

2100 St. Paul Street 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716)342-3400 

Michael R. Vackiw 
Funeral Home 

1270 Norton St. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716) 544-5000 
If no answer 342-9300 

YounglQ¥e>$9Yiith 
Funeral Home. Inc. 

Serving Greece 

1511 Dewey Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14615 

(716)458-6260 

| IRONDBQUOIT \ 

Burns-Hanna 
Funeral Home 

1795 East Ridge Rd. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14622 

(716)467-5745 

Edward H. Dreier 
Funeral Home Inc. 
Edward H. Dreier 

Alan £. Giltner 
1717 Portland Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14617 

(716)342-8500 

Paul W. Harris 
Funeral Home Inc. 
Richard P. Harris 
Charles E. Davis 

570 Kings Highway S. 
(corner Titus) 
(716)544-2041 

May Funeral Home 
George L.May Jr. 

Raymond L. Welch 
2793 Culver Rd. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14622 
(716)467-7957 

Schauman 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Edwin Sulewski 

2100 St. Paul Street 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716)342-3400 

Alvah Halloran 
and Son, inc. 
Funeral Home 

H. Daniel Halloran 
2125 Chiii Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14624 
,,, (716) 247-7SI0 

| CHILI | I GREECE\ | HENR1E11A\ I MACEDON\ [PENFmi^ 

Lao M. Bean 
Funeral Home, Inc. 

2771 Chili Ave. 
Rochester, NY. 14624 

(716)2354134 
We Invite Comparison 

Arndt Funeral Home 
1118 Long Pond Rd. 

[neat Maiden Lane) 

Greece, N.Y.14626 
Ronald John Arndt 

Pailung (of o*ei 100 cats 

(716)225-6350 

Vay, Schleich 
and Meeson 

Funeral Home Inc. 
"Greece's Largest and 

Most Comptete Facil i t ies' 

2692 Dewey Avenue 
Greece, N.Y. 14616 

(716)663-5827 

Henry 0, Halloran 
Son Inc. 

Funeral Home 
5781 W. Henrietta Rd. 
Henrietta, N.Y. 14586 

(716) 334-9350 
Francis J. Martin St. 

Francis Joseph Martin Jr. 

Payne-Nulton 
Funeral Home Inc. 

22 Rickford St. 
Macedon, N.Y. 14502 

(315)986-7781 
Malcolm M. Nulton 

James R. Gray 

Nulton Funeral Mome 
1704 Penfield fe>ad 
Penfield, N.Y. 14526 

Malcolm M. Nulton 
James ft. Qtky 


