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By Teresa A. Parsons

Like the rest of last year’s fashions,
Southeast Asian refugees have fallen out of
vogue.

Instead, the pictures that tugged at the
nation’s heartstrings and’ pursestrings this
past year showed victims of the volcanic
eruption in Columbia, the earthquakes in
Mexico City, and the famine in Ethiopia.

Meanwhile Thailand, a nation beset by
economic and social problems, is still host to
450,000 *“official”’ refugees and an estimated
30,000 more displaced persons who have not
been granted refugee status according to a
report last October from Intercaritas, the
publication of Caritas Internationalis, an
association of Catholic relief agencies.

Southeast Asian refugees may no longer
capture popular interest, but the miserable
conditions that caught the world’s attention
remain consistent. There, and in refugee
camps around the world, children are grow-
ing to adulthood without identity or pro-
spects for the future.

‘‘Refugees are the victims from the outset -
— they’re caught in the middle,” said Jim
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arranges and transports the newcomers to a
series of appointments with such agencies as

the Catholi¢c Family Center, the departments ’

of Social Services and Social Security, health
clinics and schools. Normally, three to five
weeks elapse between the date the refugee
applies for public-assistance and the time the
Jtirst check is mailed. But in wornsi-case
situations, the prog¢ess can take months.

Finding housing is another obstacle for
sponsors because landlords are doubly re-
luctant 1o rent to refugees because they are
on public assistance and foreign. .

Once the refugees are housed, enrolled il

language school and receiving public
assistance, sponsors should only be needed

. for support and help when the refugee is

ready to find a job.

Despite hard economic times, Southeast
Asian refugees as a group have adapted
amazingly well, according to most reports.
The first Vietnamese to arrive were therbest

Refugee resettlement officials still seek ‘Christian response’

educated and adaptpd most easily to reset-
tlement. Laotians, j{Cambodians and Viet-
namese {rom rural afeas make up the bulk of
more recent arrivals| Although job skills and
¢ducation tend to bejmore limited in this later
group, unemployment among Southeast
Asian refugees remgined only slightly above
the national averagy, according 10 a report
issued last January by the federal Office of
Refugee Resettlemeny.

Most parishes sifaply refuse to try, but
Delaney continues O aceept cases, hoping
that a sponsor will furn up. A cadre of nine
dedicated volunteerk back him up by taking
on the families who arrive without sponsors.

Between now agd June, Delaney needs
sponsors for 20 cases, but it's an unusually
good month™when fie finds two. Experience
has made him ppisimistic, but ‘no less
determined. **I'll jlsi continue 10,)re,ssurc
the "Christian cofamunity — strangely
enough — to make a Christian response,’’ he
said.
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