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Pope's top choices: synod, youth year, encyclical on Slavs 
By John Thavis 

Vatican City (NO — The International 
Youth Year celebrations, an encyclical re
cognizing the work of the Slavic saints Cyril 
and Methodius, and the extraordinary Synod 
of Bishops were three key events that made 
1985 a special year for the church's 
evangelizing role. Pope John Paul II said 
Dec. 20. 

Above all,-it was the synod that made clear 
the church's commitment "to a "new 
missionary evangelization" inside and out
side it£ membership, the pope said in a 
traditional year-end talk to cardinals, Curia 
members and employees of the papal house
hold * 

The pope'called the Nov. 24-Dec. 8 synod 
to evaluate the results of the Second Vatican 
Council. The initiative was undertaken as a 
"service" by the church to the world, 
another st^p in the path outlined by the 
council, the pope said. 

The synod's "profound significance" was 
in emphasizing the.church's evangelizing 
mission, he said, in reminding lay Christians 
of their particular responsibilities. 

The pope noted that this synod was 
followed 'worldwide with greater interest 
than previous synods. 

The International Youth Year was another 
event marked by the church and the rest of 
the world, the pope said. It was an initiative 

of the United Nations, but the church 
celebrated it with a special meeting of young 
people at the Vatican and in a papal message 
to the youth of the world. 

The church also instituted World Youth 
Day; to be celebrated every year on Palm 
Sunday. » 

The pope recalled his meeting in March 
with a group of youths, whqjvere'"not an, 
anonymous mass* not a number, but a living 
an4 personal presence." 

"The church mdst look to young people as 
its hope, above all because from them come 
vocations, which are the guarantee of the 
fruitfulness of the church itself in the third 
millennium," he said. ' t 

He stressed the need for p/oper formation 
among youths and said such education "is an 
updated and necessary form of evanaelUa-
t ion ." . 

"Young people are waiting. "Phey are 
disappointed by too many frustrations in the 
civ.il, political and social area. They judge 
with a clear and critical eye," the pope said. 
The church should answer their expectations, 
he said. 

The pope's encyclical, "Apostles of the 
Slavs," commemorated the 11th centenary 
of the evangelizing work of Sts. .Cyril and 
Methodius, the Greek brothers credited with 
taking Christianity to many parts of Eastern 
Europe. 

N E W YEAR, 
N E W HOPE 

THE HOLY FATHER'S MISSION AID TO THE ORIENTAL CHURCH 

IT When the time comes to receive, are your hands open 
ALL wide? 

DEPENDS And when it's time to share, are they tightly closed at 
ON your side? 

YOU Consider the hands of Christ . 

Last year the Holy Father's Mission Aid trained thou
sands of native priests and sisters, built schools, clinics, 
chapels, cared for refugees, children and the aged, the 
sick and wounded in mind and soul. More people need 

' to be served, more remains to be dong. 

Use your hands to lend a hand' to our missions over
seas When you're making resolutions for the New 

K" Year, reflect that we could feed a refugee child for an 
entire month simply by smoking four less cigarettes 
a day, and sending the money saved. We are pleading 
for people, not causes Your donations go to people 
according to their need, not creed. 

* We can make a better world. Pray for our missionaries 
each day, and d o all you can to give them support. 
They are your ambassadors in the service of Christ's 
poor. Month by month in '86. resolve to have a share in 
the good they do. 

FIVE C . Tram a native Sister overseas She'll be your per-
IDEAS sonal representative to people in the Near East Her 

FOB training costs only $12.50 a month, $150 a year, $300 
THE altogether 

NEWj n Train a native Priest Prepare him to serve the Lord. 
YEAH For the next six years he requires $15 a month ($180 a 

year, $1080 altogether). Write o us for sponsorship 
C Feeda refugee family Only $40 helps feed a family 
for two months 
D Enroll yourself, a relative,or friend, students, in 
CNEWA. The offering is only $5 for a year. $25. for life 
Family enrollment is only $10 a year, $100 for life Re-

- ceive an enrollment certificate and our grateful 
prayers. 
• Stnngless Send a gift each month and allow the 
Holy Father's Mission Aid to care for countless mission 
emergencies—caring based on need, not creed! 

YOUR Somewhere in our 18-country mission world you can 
MISSION help build a parish, plant with completed church for 
PROJECT $10,000. Bujld in your loved ones' memory A plaque 
FOR '86 will request the prayers of the faithful this year and 

for-ever for the members of your family, living .and 
deceased 
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THE CATHOLIC NEAR EAST W E L F A R E ASSOCIATION 

A^W MISSIONS 
John Cardinal O'Connor, President 

Msgr John G Nolan. National Secretary 
Catholic Near, East Welfare Association 
1011 First Avenue * New York. N Y 10022 

Telephone 212/826-1480 

"The church today finds itself faced with 
challenges similar to those which society and 
people presented to Cyril and Methodius," 
the pope said in hisnalk. 

'1 

Sts. Cyril and Methodius were known for 
successfully combining Christianity with the 
existing Slavic culture and introducing the 
vernacular in the liturgy. * 

Monsignor John Duffy celebrates 40th jubilee 
Monsignor John F. 

Duffy, pastor of St. 
Philip Neri Church in 
Rochester, celebrated 
his 40th anniversary 
of ordination to the 
priesthood wirtr his 
parish family at the 
12:15 p .m. Mass 
Sunday, December 
'22.* The jubitarian 
"will also be. honored 
at a reception Sun
day, January 26, from 2:30-4:30 p.m. in the 
school hall. All are invited. ° 

The son of the late Stephen L. Duffy and 
the late Nora Connor Duffy, Monsignor 
Duffy was born in Rochester and attended 
St. Monica's School, Aquinas Institute, and 
St. Andrew's and St. Bernard's seminaries. 
He • was ordained by Bishop James E. 
Kearney at the then Pro-Cathedral of -the 
Sacred Heart on the unti'ditional date of 
Sat u rday, Dec. 22, 1945: <X 

After his ordination, Monsignor Duffy 
was appointed as assistant pastor of St. 
James' Parish in Waverly in January, 1946. 

Subsequent appointments look him to St. 
Mary's in Canandaigua, St. Cecilia's in 
lrondequoit, St. Stephen's in Geneva and 
Holy Cross in Rochester. 

In June, 1961, Bishop Kearney appointed 
the Monsignor Duffy diocesan director* .of 
the Society for the Propagation of the Faith, 
succeeding the late Father George S. Wood.^ 
While serving in this position^ Monsignor* 
"Duffy and nine other diocesan priests were 
honored with^the title "monsignor" by the 
Holy Father m December, 1065: -, , • 

Bishop Fulton Sheen appointed 
Monsignor Duffy as pastor of St. Mary's in 
Dansville in June, 1969.*4Iter serving ai St. 
Catherine of Siena in "Addison and St. 
Francis of Assisi in Phelps, he took up his 
present assignment at SP Philip Neri in 1984. 

Monsignor Duffy is noi the first in his 
family to enter religious life. His father's 
brother, the late Monsignoi John M. Duffy, 
served as diocesan superintendent of schools 
and as pastor of St. Augustine's Church. 

Sister Marie Thomas, S S.J., his lather's 
sister, served the diocese tot many years and 
was principal of Immaculate Conception 
School in Rochester at her death i-n 1955. 

St. John Fisher College 
Continuing Education 

Begin your New Year with a new direction 
Do something for yourself! 

IER OFFERS... 
En outstanding faculty 

f challenging credit and non-credit programs 
with 26 majors — days .and evenings 

• financial aid and counseling 
• licensed child care center 
• free, well-lighted parking 
• recreational facilities 

Spiring Courses Begin 
January 20 

Call for your 
Spring Brochure today 

and begin your new year at 

St. John Fisher College 
3690 East Avenue 

Rochester, N. Y. 14618 
(716) 385-8317 

So much, so close. Come see*for yourself. 
St. John Fisher College admits students without regand to racccreed, 

sex, nationality, ethnic origin, age, or handicap., 

civ.il

