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LAST MARCH, spring appeared in the
form of a new batch of anti-Catholic posters
that turned up in editors’ mailboxes and on
abandoned buildings across the country.
Rochester was not exempt. from the cam-
paign, which accused the Vatican of
sponsoring violent schemes to rule the world.

THE MARCH 27 Courier-Journal re-
ported that two Rochester parishes would be
merged into a single faith community. Holy
Redeemer and St. Francis Xavier parishes
celebrated their first joint bilingual liturgy on
Palm Sunday. The merger marked the
closing of Holy Redeemer Church, which
served the Rochester community for - 109
years. <

ON MARCH 23, the Diocesan Pastoral
Council heard a presentation on the Needs
Assessment process, recommended in Febru-
ary to help establish diocesan priorities. This
process was eventually implemented later in
the year by Deacon Claude Lester, under the
direction of Sister Mary Hilaire Gaelens. By

September, 74 parishes had indicated their

desire to participate in a process that was
originally designed to accommodate only

- about 40.

April

“THE NORTHEAST Quadrant Plan”
was approved April 20 by Bishop Clark, and
reorganization of the northeast section of the
diocese began in June. The plan called for
combining the eight parishes in the region —
St. Mary Magdalen, Wolcott; St. John
Fisher, East Bay; St. Patrick, Cato; St.
Thomas the Apostle, Red Creek; St. Jude,
Fairhaven; St. Michael, Montezuma; St.
John, Port Byron; and St. Joseph,
Weedsport — into two *‘clusters.”’
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REPRESENTATIVES OF 20 Catholic
elementary schools in the city of Rochester
met with Bishop Clark in late April to launch
a study on the future of urban Catholic
education, reported the Courier-Journal on
May 8. A survey developed by the Center for
Governmental Research was presented to
parish and school representatives as part of
the first pHase of the study.

LOCAL HEARINGS on trends in pro-
fessional lay ministry drew sizable crowds in

-Rochester, Waterloo and Horseheads when

34 members of the Diocesan Committee on
Lay and Religious Miniétry testified on the
frustrations of lay ministry. Clericalism,

- burnout and competitiveness, inadequate

salaries and benefits, and an overall lack of
sensitivity were cited as factors contributing
to a shortage of experienced lay ministers.

IN JUNE, the Courier-Journal covered the
establishment of an anti-apartheid ‘‘shan-
tytown’’ on the campus of Cornell Universi-
ty. Students had erected the town to protest
Cornell’s investment in American companies
doing business in South Africa. Shantytown
organizers included Richard Ryan, a member
of the Cornell Divestment Committee and a
recent convert to Catholicism.

CARDINAL MOONEY'’S girls’ softball
team won the AA Class Softball Champion-
ship on Friday, June 7 with a 17-2 win
against Hilton. The trophy signified the
team’s first championship victory.
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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION Church

in Ithaca celebrated the parish school’s-

centennial the weekend of June 22 and 23,
with a reunion of alumni from the class of
1907 through the 1985 graduating class. The
celebrant of a 10:30 a.m. Sunday Mass was
Archbishop Thomas Kelly of Louisville, Ky.,
whose mother was a member of the Immacu-
late Conception Class of 1916.

MEMBERS OF Nicaraguan Invasion
Contingency Action (NICA) instituted
“‘Contra Days” June 7, to protest appropria-
tion of $38 million in U.S. aid to anii-
Sandinista rebel forces in Nicaragua. For a
week or so, area citizens impersonating

“Nicaraguan contras staged mock attacks on

various public and private facilities. All of

FEBRUARY — Friends and relatives
were shocked by the death of Father
Thomas Reddington, who was killed in an
automobile accident in Mendon.

that actually occurred in Nicaragua, accord-
ing to reports by the Wnness for Peace
network.

June :

A PARADE and outdoor Mass marked
the joyful celebration of St. Columba-St.
Patrick parishes’ 100th anniversary on June
30. Nearly 800 people furned out to recall the
past with pride, view the present with honor
and create the future with hope. Bishop
Matthew H. Clark celebrated .the Mass,
arriving in a horse-drawn buggy.

+

A NEW NAME and a new °board of
directors were two signs of«continuing
renewal within diocesan Division of Social
Ministry. On June 21, the diocesan boarg for
Catholic Charities resngned to make way for
new board members, whose first action was
to vote for a name change — from Catholic
Charities of the Diocese of Rochester to
Social Ministries of the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Rochester.

Continued on Page li)

- N — 5# - _\;/h\
a -
+ COURIER- JOURNAL . ° Thursday, January 9, 1986 \ . -9
. - ’ . . ~ s @ . N "
Playback ’85 ,
Continued from Page 1 N
March June the gfoup’s activities -were based on ‘events

\

JULY ‘' — Belief fﬁ the inte;g:assion of St.
Jude was the cornérstone of a controversy
over an anonymaus gift of $10,000 cash
left at and remioved from St. Jude's
Church, Gates. °_ ¢
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MARCH — Once again, anti-Catholic posters sprang up in dowmtown Rochester and

around the diocese.
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JUNE — To demonstrate concern about the oppressive system of apartheid, Cornell
students constructed a shantytown on the campus. protesting the university’'s

Jeft.Goulding/Courier-Journat

investment in companies doing business in South Africa. Here, Anie Levine worked on

shoring up one of the shantytown dwellings.
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