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By Sister Mary Ann Walsh

Vatican City (NC) — Cardinal Bernard
Law of Boston, in a speech to the 1985
extraordinary Synod of Bishops, called for a
new worldwide Catholic catechism based on
the Second Vatican Council.

The cardinal said a special commission .of
garct!inals should be appointed to prepare a

raft.

Speaking in Latin Nov. 26, Cardinal
Law said a single form of catechesis is needed
becauss national catechisms are probably
insufficient. -

Cardinal Law, one of Pope John Paul II’s
synod appointees, also criticized dissent from
the magisteriim (Church teaching authority)
in Catholic universities. ’

His speech and those of other speakers at
the closed session of the synod were summa-
rized by the Vatican press office.

Cardinal Law said there are difficulties in
linking theology and the magisterium, but ,
said that cannot justify open dissent within
the university faculties.

Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, head of the

- Vatican Congregation for the Doctrine of the

Faith, who has painted a bleak picture of the
post-Vatican II Church in the book, “The
Ratzinger Report,” said at the synod that the
Church had lost some of its mystical.
dimension.

He said some people are suspicious of the
Church and there is less love for the Church
today. But he said that is not Vatican II’s
fault.

The cardinal said many view the Church as
a multinational organization. He warned
that such institutions inspire fear and hate.

The mystical dimension of the Church may
be overlooked, Cardinal Ratzinger said. He
called for a collegiality (shared authority of
the pope and the bishops) based on scripture
and the teaching of the Church fathers.

Caxdiqal Miguel Obando Bravo, president
of the Nicaraguan bishops’ conference, said
the Church must be above politics.

He also said that the service of the priest is

linked to the mission of the bishop, and
stressed priestly obedience and celibacy.

_Cardinal Obando Bravo added that only in

exceptipnal cases can the priest engage in
non-priestly activities. ‘
"Cardinal Paulos Tsadua of Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia, focused on ecumenism, recom-
mending that local churches be consulted in

_ecumenical talks;” not treated as poor rela-

tions. He criticized ecumenical initiatives
which ignore local churches.

Bishop Jose Ivo Lorscheiter, president of
the Brazilian bishops’ conference, said the
theological and biblical nature of episcopal
conferences must be developed.

Bishop Francis Xavier Sudartanto
Hadisumarta, president of the Indonesian
bishops’ conference, called for improved
relations between the Curia and local
churches.

Experience .shows that a too-centralized
Church authority hampers the originality of
the young churches, he said. The bishop also
criticized what he called an overly legalistic
approach to the missionary and pastoral
problems of the churches.

He attacked regulations which have no
pertinent purpose and which ignore the
pastoral environment of churches.

Bishop Hadisumarta asked for increased
powers for local bishops, based on canon
law. '

Cardinal Aloisio Lorscheider of Fortaleza,
Brazil, a papally appointed delegate, said
that out of fidelity to Christ, the Church of
the future will be for the poor.

It will also be a Church for justice, he said,
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Cardinal Bernard Law of Boston, left, listens to Cardinal Eduardo Pironio of Argentina
prior to the start of a synod session. (NC photo)

tion — acknowledging the rights of women
and minorities.

U.S. Cardinal William Baum, prefect of
the Vatican Congregation for Catholic Edu-
cation, said in a synod speech that the

He said that on the basis of ‘‘historical
criticism”’ and a purely scientific mentality
regarding scripture, major teachings of the
Church, such as Christ’s divinity and the
meaning of the priesthood, have been placed
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in doubt.

As a result, he said, confusion has spread
in seminaries and among the laity. He called
for a better understanding of “‘Dei
Verbum,’’ the council’s main document on
scripture, and a recognition that historical
criticism is not enough when dealing with
scripture.

Cardinal Tomas O’Fiaich of Armagh,
Northern Ireland, said the synod must
proclaim its ‘“‘unambiguous’’ adherence to
the council.

On social justice issues, he said the synod
must ‘‘leave no one in any doubt that the
Church is on the side of the poor, the
oppressed, the marginalized — not only in
words but also in deads.”’

Polish Cardinal Jozef Glemp of Gniezno
and Warsaw said the Polish Church had
largely escaped the crisis suffered by other
local churches after the council.

But he said that now it is being opened to
the influence of Western churches, which
have had some negative effects.

Cardinal Glemp said the Church some-
times exhibits a lack of courage and a fearof
the media, theologians and progressives.

But it must continue to proclaim un-
popular truths such as those about abortion,
marital continence and divorce, he said.

council’s teachings on scripture have not
been well-understood or correctly applied.

Mercy Musical

Our Lady of Mercy High School will
perform the musical, “Working,’' Friday,
Dec. 6, and Saturday, Dec. 7, at 8 p.m., in
the school auditorium.

Julianne Palma, an English teacher at
Mercy, . directs the play which she said has
1 only been presented in the Rochester area
once before. The theme of the play is
‘““Everyone’s job is important ... whether a
janitor or business executive.”’

Tickets are $3.50 for adults, $3.00 for
senior citizens. All seats are reserved. For
1 additional information, call (716)377-2793.
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