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Church reaches out to Hispanics to encourage religious vocations 
By Kevin Myers 

Rochester's committee for implementation 
of the Third National Hispanic Pastoral 
Encuentro faces an uphill battle promoting 
religious vocations to Hispanic-Puerto Rican 
youths. 

Father Larry Tracy, of the local Spanish 
Apostolate, said the lack of Hispanic voca­
tions to religious life and the priesthood is 
caused by a combination of spiritual and 
socio-economic conditions in Hispanic 
communities. 

Father Tracy cited the scarcity of Hispanic 
priests and religious to serve as role models 
within the Hispanic community as a severe 
spiritual limitation, because priests and 
religious are often the primary inspiration 
for potential vocations. He added that most 
people who are called to a vocation have had 
close relationships with priests or members 
of religious orders. "The only religious 
people they (local Hispanic youths) see are 
white," he said. These priests and religious 
are not as likely to be effective role models. 

The scarcity of Hispanic priests and 
religious has evolved through hundreds of 
years. According to Father Tracy, priests and 
bishops in Puerto Rico were not allowed to 
minister within the Catholic Church during 
the colonial period unless they were loyal to 
the Spanish Crown. And in the 19th century, 
when the United States claimed the island, 
Hispanics and Puerto Ricans were again 
pressured by the Catholic Church to submit 
to colonialism. 

As a result, anti-colonial sentiment among 
Hispanics became closely associated with 
anti-clericalism, and native Cubans and 
Puerto Ricans shied away from the formal 
church, Father Tracy explained. For that 
reason, Hispanic people began to celebrate 
their faith in their homes rather than in 
churches. 

Ministers to Hispanics are trying to reverse 

that trend as the Hispanic population in the 
United States continues to grow in numbers 
and influence. 

No one would any longer say that non-
Hispanic Catholics can ignore the needs of 
that segment of the Church. "It's generally 
recognized that we need Puerto Rican priests 
and religious," Father Tracy said. 

Puerto Rican communities in the United 
States still celebrate Catholicism in a more 
family-oriented fashion than non-Hispanics, 
he acknowledged. But during the past 
decade, more Hispanics have begun to 
worship at churches. 

In response to the increased national 
involvement of Hispanics in the Catholic 
Church, the Third Encuentro urged further 
efforts to increase Hispanic vocations — 
especially in such cities as Rochester which 
have" fewer Hispanic priests and religious 
than the national average. 

Responding to that call, the diocesan 
Hispanic Apostolate is recruiting priests and 

' religious men and women from other com­
munities to serve as role models for His­
panics in the Diocese of Rochester. "Indige­
nous role models cut into the problem of 
Hispanic youths not being able to imagine 
themselves in this type of vocation," Father 
Tracy said. "There has been a 1,000 percent 
increase in (Hispanic) bishops in the United 
States in the last 10 or IS years ... Although 
we haven't experienced this yet in Rochester, 
it allows us to bring them in as role models." 

Bishop Alvaro Corrada Del Rio, an 
auxiliary of the Archdiocese of Washington, 
D.C., celebrated Mass at St. Francis 
Xavier/Holy Redeemer Church Friday, Nov. 
IS. In his homily, the bishop — the first 
native Puerto Rican to be consecrated bishop 
in the continental United States — stressed 
the importance of involving local Hispanic 
youth in the Church. 

The. following day, at St. Francis Xavier 

School, a program on vocations was offered 
specifically for Hispanic youth. The Dioce­
san Vocation Team and the Hispanic 
Apostolate cosponsored the program, which 
was part of the week-long Santa Mision. The 
husband-and-wife team of Felix and Norma 
Rivera, members of a Puerto Rican order of 
preachers, conducted the mission. 

Edwin Garcia, a participant in Becket 
Hall's vocational discernment program, also 
spoke to the youths, who came from six 
different parishes. Addressing the question 
of celibacy, Garcia described the dichotomy 
between spiritual and cultural pressures that 
weighed on his decision of whether or not to 
enter the seminary. 

"In Hispanic culture; it's expected that the 
oldest son get married and carry on the 
family name,'' he noted. 

But economic constraints are also consid­

erations for Hispanic youths considering 
vocations. Because most Hispanic communi­
ties are very poor, Father Tracy said, many 
youths are forced to drop out of school to 
support the family. "Over 50 percent of 
Hispanics who enter fifth grade don't gradu­
ate from high school," he added. 

On the national-level, Hispanic response to 
vocational calls is very low compared to 
non-Hispanic response. But it must be 
remembered that the Hispanic community 
only began to emerge from its pattern of 
in-home celebration about two decades ago. 
Such local organizations as the Third En­
cuentro implementation team have a long 
road to travel before Hispanics are equally 
represented in the Church. 

"You're not going to be able to pick 
Hispanic priests and sisters out of the air," 
Father Tracy concluded. 

Christmas Bazaar 
St. John's Church, Clyde, will offer a 

Christmas bazaar Saturday, Dec. 7,9 a.m. to 
5 p.m., sponsored by the women of St. 
John's and St. Patrick's Church of 
Savannah. 

Food will be available throughout the 
bazaar, and free parking and babysitting will 
be offered. 

Proceeds will be used to redecorate St. 
John's Hall. 

Women's Retreat 
Notre Dame Retreat House in Canan-

daigua plans a retreat for women Friday 
through Sunday, Dec. 6-8. The topic, 
"Enriching Your Prayer," will be explored 
through presentations, guided reflections, 
group sharing and opportunities for individ­
ual conferences with the staff. 

For more information or to register, write 
the retreat house at P.O. Box 342, Canan-
daigua, N.Y., 14424, or call (716)394-5700. 

Public Sanctuary 
A convention of 265 clerical and lay 

delegates of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Rochester, on Saturday, Nov. 9, affirmed 
and supported the use of local churches as 
"places of public sanctuary for un­
documented refugees from El Salvador, 
Guatemala and Haiti," and ecouraged the 
parishes to examine their responsibilities for 
providing the refugees with "physical, emo­
tional, spiritual and legal aid." 

Currently, according to the Episcopal 
Church, only five churches within the 
Episcopal diocese's eight-county area have 
declared a willingness to become sanctuaries. 
None of them are Episcopal. 
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KRISS KRINGLE'S 
CHRISTMAS SHOP 

A year-round Christmas store 
with a Victorian atmosphere and 
dozens of decorated Christmas 
trees in various themes such as 
bears & folk art. 

The largest selection of 
Christmas ornaments in all of 
New York State. 

It will be our pleasure to 
present a $5.00 glass ball 
ornament to any family from 
more than 25 miles away which 
visits us before Christmas. 

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

73 E. MARKET ST. 
(607) 936-8000 CORNING, N.Y. 
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needlework store plus o uni­
que gift shop featuring collec­
tibles and desirables from oil 
over. 

24 €ast Market St. 
Coming, N.V. 14830 

(607) 937-5845 
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Lamps & Windows made to order 
Expert Repair 

Reasonable Prices 

65 Corning 
East tennis Wider New York 
Market (607) 902-6577 14830 
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If* Long noted for it's tradition in elegant dining and 
Coming's finest motor lodge is now offering 

A ROMANTIC 
COUNTRY WEEKEND 

•Stay with us for two nights and receive a 
complimentary bottle of champagne 

•includes one evening of candlelit dining and the area's 
most elegant Sunday brunch 

•Entertainment and dancing in our circular lounge 
•Bring your cross country skis and ice skates for more 

recreation on our property 
O n l y # 9 o » 9 5 p e r c o u p l e (tax included) 

Reservations Required 
At intersection of Rts. 15 & H I" 

2 miles from'the Corning Class Center 
(607) %2-2H')(> 
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WHILE IN CORNING VISIT 
A TURN OF THE CENTURY 
ICE CREAM PARLOUR. 

Treat the family to the experience of an 
authentically restored ice cream parlour. 
The finest in natural flavor ice cream, 
toppings and frozen yogurt. Featuring 
delicious homemade breakfasts, lunches, 
and delicatessen. 

LOCATED IN THE CENTER OF 
HISTORIC DOWNTOWN CORNING 

A thort 2 minim dnvf from the G U M CftiUt or parking atu 

BARON STEUBEN PLACE 
MARKET STREET & CENTERWAY 

CORNING. NEW YORK 
J It.'-8481 
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Italian and 
American 
Restaurant 

66-68 West Market St. 
Corning, New York 

(607) 937-5422 
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ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT 
Homemade Pasta Buffet 
Wednesday & Saturday Evenings 

Adults — 6.50 
Children 5-12 — 5.50 

Under 5 — Free 

Featuring five homemade pastas 
and a carafe of wine 

THE NEW. EXPANDED 
ECKER GIFT SHOP 

Quality Gifts 
Collectibles, 
Souvenirs, 
Hummels, 
Precious 
Moments, 
EHanbee Dolls, 
Plush Animals, 
(Steiff, Gund, 
Dakin) 
—Fr«« Gift W r a p -

Comer of Market & Cedar 
Monday thru Cuius du» - 1:00 ajn.10 pjn. 
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CORNING ANTIQUES 
Period American Furniture 

Primitive American Furniture 
French & American Art Glass 

Open 7 days a week 
58 E. Market St. 

Corning, N.Y. 14830 
(607) 962-7968 


