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Catholic relief services sends aid to victims of Colombian volcano

By Julio Barreto Jr.
NC News Service
New York-based Catholic Relief Services
has committed $50,000 to provide disaster
relief for the victims of a Nov. 13 volcanic
eruption in west-central Colombia.

CRS press spokeswoman Marina
Gruenman said the eruption reportedly killed
between 20,000 and 25,000 people. Another
70,000 were injured or affected by the
disaster in some way, she said: -

Ms. Gruenman said a.preliminary CRS
assessment reported a need for blankets,
medicine and canned food.

She stressed that CRS was accepting only
money at this time. Ms. Gruenman added
that Terry Martin, director of CRS’ Latin
America region; was on his way to Colombia
to make a more detailed assessment of the

_situation.

She said CRS will coordinate its:relief
efforts with the Catholic National Social
Pastoral Secretariat in Colombia.

The eruption of the 16,200-foot Nevado
del Ruiz volcano occurred 40 miles from
Manizales, the coffee capital of Colombia,
and seat of the Manizales Archdiocese.

The town of Armero, located about 30
.miles from the volcano, was reported buried
under ash and mud. Officials said they
feared more that 15,000 of the town’s 21,000
people were dead. A pilot flying over the
town told a Colombian radio station “‘there
is nothing left of Armero.” ;
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The town is about 80 miles north of
Bogota. .

Radio reports said several roads were cut

as bridges were washed away, including a
major highway between Manizales and
Bogota, the Colombian capital. :
Debris rumbled down the slopes of the
volcano after the eruption occurred at about
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9 p.m. Rivers burst their banks after the
volcano’s ice cap melted. It was Nevada del
Ruiz’s first major eruption in nearly four
centuries.

The volcano had showed activity over the
past few months but experts had ruled out a
major eruption, which last happehed in 1595.
At least 28 bodies, some of them dismem-

Frolicking follies

The Cardinal Mooney Follies pays
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bered, have been recovered in Chinchina, the
second biggest town in the province of
Caldas which borders the country’s central
mountain range.
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Donations can be sent Colombia Volcano
Relief Fund, P.O. Box 2045, Church Street
Station, New York, N.Y. 1000
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