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The couples honored at the Saturday, Oct.
27, diocesan Marriage Jublice celebration
have weathered many - storms together
throughout as many as 60 years of marriage.

Rather than straining the couples’ marital

bonds; those tribulations — world wars, the
Depression and decades of trying social
change — seem to have more strongly forged
them‘ !

In spite of these difficultics, or perhaps
because of them, the 140 couples who
gathered at St. Stephen’s Church, Geneva,
have reached an understanding of commit-
ment that is uncommon throughout much of
today’s society.

In his homily to the 140 couples who
represented 50 parishes of the diocese,
celebrant Bishop Matthew H. Clark said the
commitment and the unity shared in-mar-
riage are ah -expression of our love for God,
and remindéd the couples that marriage is a
union in Christ as well as a union with each
other. The marriage experience, he said,
teaches us not only about our spouses, but
also about ourselves and our relationship
with God.

Bishop Clark drew a parallel between the
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_ ries they share. Bishop Clark explained that

the celebration was a time to consider all the
ups and downs: of marriage, and remember
that when they came to the altar years ago,
they.answered the Lord’s question: ‘“What
do you want with your life?”’ Through
m.zl\lrriage, they have been carrying out God’s
wiil,

Mary DeGianton, who with her husband,
Daniel, was celebrating the biggest milestone
of the gathering — 60 years of marriage —
explained that the keys to marital longetivity
are tolerance and patience. ‘‘Accept each
other as you are,’’ she said. ‘‘Don’t have any
preconceptions.”’

Part of that tolerance is likely an accep-
tance that all-is not fair in love. Jubilarian
Irene Limner, who with her husband, Bill, is
celebrating 51 years of marriage, explained
that marriage partners must remember that
the ratio of individual effort in marriage is
often 75/25 or 25/75, but seldom 50/50.

This was the second year the annual event,
instituted by the diocese six years ago, was
celebrated at.St. Stephen’s Church. This
year, the jubilee was organized by Bob and
Valerie DeLeo, Mark and Diane McLellan
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Aloﬁg the Way

Bishop Matthew H. Clark

Sunday morning.

I have come to St. Charles Borromeo
in Greece on this Sunday morning to
join in celebration of the 60th anniversa-
ry of the parish. At the moment, 1 am
enjoying a very quiet stretch between
breakfast and the Eucharistic liturgy.

This quiet time in this peaceful place
is most welcome to me after a week that
has been especially filled with activities
of all kinds. I can feel the relief in myself
as my body and spirit enjoy the rest. At
the same time, [ can look back at so
many persons 1 met this week and
remember their tension and tiredness. I
hope that they, too, will be enjoying a
time like this sometime during this holy
day of rest.

This is not a new theme for me. [ have
mentioned my concern that the pace of
life in society and in our faith communi-
ty is much too fast for our own

require commitment. Hearts are not
joined by wishful thinking. And when
hearts are not joined, we tend to relate
to and judge one another by appear-
ance.

We lose our sense of perspective and
our sense of proportion. Urgent, press-
ing things that really aren’t important
drain too much of our time and energy.
Long-lasting, deeply important concerns
pass on unnoticed because there is not
much glitter about them.

There are many ways to express the
effects of non-stop, unreflected, un-
rooted living. The abeve represents
some of the ways I think about it because
they are some of the ways I experienée it
in myself and observe it in others.

“OK,”’ you say, ‘‘but what can we do
about it?”’

The best way I can respond to that is
to tell you what I need to do. I must:
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