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As the synod approaches: 

A look at the sixteen documents of Vatican Council II 
By NC News Service 

Following are the 16 documents approved 
by the Second Vatican Council and their 
dates of promulgation: 

• Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy 
("Sacrosanctum Concilium"), Dec. 4, 1963: 
ordered an extensive revision of worship so 
that people would have a clearer sense of 
their own involvement in the Mass and other 
rites. 

• Decree on the Instruments of Social 
Communication ("Inter Mirifica"), Dec. 4, 
1963: called on members of the church, 
especially the laity, to instill "a human and 
Christian spirit" into newspapers, maga
zines, books, films, radio and television. 

• Dogmatic Constitution on the Church 
("Lumen Gentium"), Nov. 21, 1964: pre
sented the church as a mystery, as a 
communion of baptized believers, as the 
people of God, as the body of Christ, and as 
a pilgrim moving toward fulfillment in 
Heaven but marked on Earth with "a 
sanctity that is real, although imperfect." 

• Decree on Ecumenism ("Unitatis Re-
dintegratio"), Nov. 21, 1964: said that 
ecumenism should be everyone's concern and 
that genuine ecumenism involves a continual' 
personal and institutional renewal. 

• Decree on Eastern Catholic Churches 
("Orientalium Ecclesiarum"), Nov. 21, 
1964: stated that variety within the church 
does not harm its unity and that Eastern 
churches should retain their own traditions. 

• Decree on the Bishops' Pastoral Office 
in the Church ("Christus Dominus"), Oct. 
28, 1965: said each bishop has full ordinary 
power in his own diocese and is expected to 
present Christian doctrine in ways adapted to 

the times. It urged conferences of bishops to 
exercise pastoral direction jointly. 

• Decree on Priestly Formation ("Op-
tatam Totius"), Oct. 28,1965: recommended 
that seminaries pay attention to the spiritual, 
intellectual and disciplinary formation neces
sary to prepare priests to become good 
pastors. 

• Decree on the Appropriate Renewal of 
the Religious Life ("Perfectae Caritatis"), 
Oct. 28, 1965: provided guidelines for the 
personal and institutional renewal of the lives 
of nuns, brothers and priests belonging to 
religious orders. 

• Declaration on the Relationship of the 
Church to Non-Christian Religions ("Nostra 
Aetate"), Oct. 28, 1965: said the Catholic 
Church rejects nothing that is true and holy 
in non-Christian religions, called for an end 
to anti-Semitism and said any discrimination 
based on race, color, religion or condition of 
life is foreign to the mind of Christ. 

• Declaration on Christian Education 
("Gravissimum Educationis"), Oct. 28, 
1965: affirmed the right of parents to choose 
the type of education they want for their 
children, upheld the importance of Catholic 
schools and defended freedom of inquiry in 
Catholic colleges and universities. 

• Dogmatic Constitution on Divine Rev
elation ("Dei Verbum"), Nov. 18,1965: said 
the church depends on Scripture and tradi
tion as the one deposit of God's word and 
commended the use of modern scientific 
scholarship in studying Scripture. 

" • Decree on the Apostolate of the Laity 
("Apostolicam Actuositatem"), Nov. 18, 
1965: said the laity should influence their 
surroundings with Christ's teachings. 

• Declaration on Religious Freedom 
("Dignitatis Humanae"), Dec. 7, 1965: said 
that religious liberty is a right found in the 
dignity of each person and that no one 

should be forced to act in a way contrary to 
his or her own beliefs. 

• Decree on the Ministry and Life of 
Priests ("Presbyterorum Ordinis"), Dec. 7, 
1965: said the primary duty of priests is to 
proclaim the Gospel to all, approved and 
encouraged celibacy as a gift and recom
mended fair salaries. 

• Decree on the Church's Missionary 
Activity ("Ad Gentes"), Dec. 7, 1965: said 
missionary activity should help the social and 
economic welfare of people and not force 
anyone to accept the faith. 

• Pastoral Constitution on the Church in 
the Modern World ("Gaudium et Spes"), 
Dec. 7, 1965: said the church must talk to 
atheists, a continual campaign must be 
waged for peace, nuclear war is unthinkable, 
and aid to underdeveloped nations is urgent. 
It said marriage was not just for procreation 
and urged science to find an acceptable 
means of birth regulation. 

'Council of the Bishops' reinforced bishops3 authority 
By Jerry Filteau 

(NC) — T3je Second Vatican Council is 
sometimes called the "council of the bish
ops" because one of its most important 
achievements was to take the theology of 
bishops seriously and restore to them an 
authority that had gradually eroded in 
practice over the centuries. 

A key document spelling out the role of 
bishops was "Christus Dominus," the De
cree on the Pastoral Office of Bishops in the 
Church, which the council passed on Oct. 28, 
1965, during the fourth and final session of 
Vatican II. 

It called for reform and internationaliza
tion of the Roman Curia, the church's 
central administration. It ordered the 
formation of national or regional bishops' 
conferences. 

The decree gave new importance to the 
diocese under its bishop, calling it "a 
particular church in which the one, holy, 
catholic and apostolic church of Christ is 
truly present and operative." It cast £he 
bishop as chief pastor, teacher, priest, and 
guide in the faith of his portion of the 
universal church. It spelled out new relations 
between him and the priests, Religious and 

laity in his diocese. 
The prevailing popular view of bishops 

before the council, heavily influenced by 
legalism, tended to see bishops as basically 
the pope's local branch chiefs, exercising 
authority by delegation from him. 

The decree stressed the proper, immediate, 
ordinary authority of each bishop in his 
diocese and the authority of the whole 
college of bishops Over the whole church — 
always in union with the pope and under his 
primary authority, but by virtue of their 
sacramental ordination and the pastoral 
authority that flowed from that. 
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SPEND A DAY IN . . . 

CORNING » CORNING SQUARE « 

Hot Glass 
Studio 
t e m p o r a r y ar t >;lass 
studio and j j a l k r y 
Watch glass b low ing 
demonstr at iuns daily 
unt i l 4 p.m Open 
Monday th rough Friday 
9 30-5 30. Saturday 10-4 
77 W M.nki-1 St 
Co rn ing , N Y 
607-936,8707 

THCGOUKN 
UNICORN 

A complete quality art 
needlework store plus o uni
que gift shop featuring colec-
rJbtes and desirables from oN 
over. 

24 Cost Market St. 
Coming, N.V. 14830 

(607) 937-5845 

• S S \ 
Lamps & Windows made to order 

Expert Repair 
Reasonable Prices 

65 Coming 
East Dennis Witter New York 
Market (607) 962-6577 14830 
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37 East Market Street 
Open 

* • ORREFORS 
• SWAROVSKI 
• COLONY 
• KOSTA BOOA * 
• SCHOTT-ZWIESEL * 
• LIMOGES * 
• ABELMAN * 
• ORIENT & FLUME • 

607-962-6700 
Seven Days A Week 
PAPERWEIGHTS 
ORNAMENTS 
STUDIO GLASS 
ART GLASS 
CANDLESTICKS 
ANTIQUE GLASS 
STAINED GLASS 
GLASS JEWELRY 

Coming, N.Y. 

• CLOWNS 
• BELLS 
• CRYSTAL 
• ANIMALS 
• VASES 
• PRISMS 
• PERFUMES 
• MIRRORS 

Long noted for it's tradition in elegant dining and 
Coming's finest motor lodge.is now offering 

A ROMANTIC 
COUNTRY WEEKEND 

•Stay with us for two nights and receive a 
complimentary bottle of champagne 

•Includes one evening of candlelit dining and the areas 
most elegant Sunday brunch 

•Entertainment and dancing in our circular lounge 
•Bring your cross country skis and ice skates for more 

recreation on our property 
Only $ 9 8 . ^ 5 per COUple (tax included) 

Reservations Required 
At intersection of Rts. IS & -i n 

2 miles from the Corning Class Center 
(607) 062-2456 

WHILE IN CORNING VISIT 
A TURN OF THE CENTURY 
ICE CREAM PARLOUR. 

Treat the family to the experience of an 
authentically restored lot cream parlour. 

_Thc flnctt In natural flavor ice craam, 
toppings and froam yogurt. Featuring 
delicious homemade breakfasts, lunches, 
anddeUcatai 

LOCATED IN THE CENTER OF 
HISTORIC DOWNTOWN CORNING 

•••hod 2 marnm drt— ftom dw C I — C W t or parting **— 

BARON STEUBEN PLACE 
MARKET STREET & CEKTERWAY 

CORNING, NEW YORK • 
9GN8481 

KRISS KRINGLE'S 
CHRISTMAS SHOP 

A year-round Christmas store 
with a Victorian atmosphere and 
dozens of decorated Christmas 
trees in various themes such as 
bears & folk art. 

The largest selection of 
Christmas ornaments in all of 
New York State. 

It will be our pleasure to 
present a $5.00 glass ball 
ornament to any family from 
more than 25 miles away which 
visits us before Christmas. 

OPEN SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 

73 E. MARKET ST. 
(607) 9364000 CORNING, N.Y. 

THE NEW, EXPANDED 
ECKER GIFT SHOP 

Quality Gifts 
Collectibles, 
Souvenirs, 
Hummels, 
Precious 
Moments, -
Efianbee Dolls, 
Plush Animals, 
(Steiff, Gund, 
Dakin) 
—Free Glfl W r a p -

Comer of Market & Cedar 
Meeekrf then Saturday — 140 cbablO p 

Sunday - M0 nnsiWO p-m. 

CORNING ANTIQUES 
Period American Furniture 

Primitive American Furniture 
French & American Art Glass 

Open 7 days a week 

58 E. Market St. 
Corning, N.Y. 14830 

(607) 962-7968 


