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" by | checkin’ nmsy mess halls. leave with a lot more than we brought.”’ very careful when you make a promise to the  program is continuing support for inmates in
n as : For some inmates, the encounter marked Time after time, team members are Lord.’ Causehedon’t forget.” the form of a weekly get-together for prayer
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counter’s high point, a hootenany on Satur-  ‘‘Some-of the things they’ve said are just so outside and conversion inside, saying: ‘I  dirt in there — they all deserve it,” said a
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eri,a never seen any place in my life that cares this proclaiming “I accepted the Lord Jesus as community. They called me scum. Then 1 Bacher and another Fairport resident,
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, inmates for three days of witnessing, prayer,  to cry, and it was then the Lord Jesus came yard afterward’. tequires a_ deeper, more cessfully, to arrange for a REC weekend at
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morning, the group is divided by tables, each Another inmate.looked back on time spent “There’s a lot of real conversion that goes The fact that each encounter is given a

combining inmates and team members. A on death row, “Back then I made all kindsof  on here, but a lot of con, t00,” said team name echoes the assertions of veterans like
Rocchi, Bacher and Lortscher — that each is
, . . ‘ . ' ° an historic faith event. In fact, the glowing
A former inmate remembers what REC meant (0 him st e upon s experince pates
. : ! direct proportion to its profusion — until it’s
By Teresa A. Parsons ) . Eventually he joined the Legion of Mary wiped his brimming eyes. been experienced, that is.

Residents Encounter Christ (REC) reaches  and emerged as a leader among Christian Since inmates are not allowed to attend Perhaps the best summation comes from
most inmates for a weekend, but the men in  inmates. Jose said at that point, because of ~more than one REC at Auburn, Jose and  cam member Chuck Boda’s son who, after
whose livés it makes a clear and demonstra-  factional rivalries, other inmates began to  Other encounter alumni began to meet on  participating in a hootenany at Groveland,
ble difference are few. threaten him and circulate the rumor that he  Tuesdays and Saturdays as a support group. ~ remarked ‘‘Boy Daddy, I feel Jesus right
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imprisonment. ““Most of all, thosc years of by fear and praying fervently. And it seemed  yoodcarving — when he can. and their parents wi uesday, Oct. <3, ’

y my freedom.”’ that each time he prayed, he’d see a2 guard- [ has joined the REC team, but his p.m. toIp.m..
. Although he was raised a Catholic, Jose  appear out of nowhere to protect him. " parole prohibits him from visiting the prison : mirs dOf I Va"m;s departments of the
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1 Even when he knew he doing something Auburn, Jose recalied scoffing at the idea.  he hopes to lend his witness to the team. ¢ !111 ;’CWI h ¢ gv;n avc, anc v ergy students
; wrong, he somehow believed God was with  ope fellow inmate’s comment stuck in his His sentence may be over, but his real ' 0121 an oerda gymnast;cs femon;trai
‘ * him and would protect him. mind: “They just want to take us over there struggle has just begun. Jose compared his tion, and engaged In usual after shoo

It was while he wasin a-downstate prison,  for three days and wash our brains.” situation to the story of St. Peter’s attempt to activities. , : .

Nevertheless, he took a risk and signed up.  imitate Jesus and walk on water. Like Peter, An information center will also be avail-
able to answer questions regarding scholar-

in solitary confinement or ‘‘the Bin,”’ that he
began to know God in a different way. He
was lying in a cell containing nothing but a
metal bunk when fellow inmate walked by.
Jose asked if he could have a blanket or
mattress, but instead he was given a Bible.
Heread it.
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In reliving what REC meant to him then, his
eyes and voice become choked with tears.

¢*] started to see a different way to live as a
Christian in jail. The faith and love I found
behind those walls,” he said, leaving the
sentence unfinished as he shook his head and
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Jose said, he has doubted and begun to sink
back into the: troubled waters around him.
“But all that I have achieved so far is
precious to me, so I think ‘I'd better not do
that,””’ he said. ‘““God has lifted me up. I
won’t let Him down.”’

ships, tuition, financial aid, academic re-
quirements, and curriculum and guidance
services.

Refreshments and door prizes - will be
provided.
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sacramental indexes.
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