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Thursday, October 17, 1985

—

A Word for Sunday
Father Albert Shamon

On the Right Side

-Sn-‘day?s Readings: (R3) Mark

10:35-45; (R1) Isaish 53:10-11; (R2) .

Hebrews 4:14.

After the apostles had discovered the
identity of Jesus as Messiah, He began
to teach them what kind of Messiah He
was to be — a suffering one(Sept. 15).

The Jews expected the Messiah to be a
son of David, and, of course, to be, like
David, a wam‘or king! David had

. crushed the enemies of Israel, the

Philistines. Most of the Jews expected

-the Son of David to do the same to the

new ~ enemies -of Israel the ' hated

‘ Romans

Soright after Peter had»revealed Jesus
to be ‘the Messiah, Jesus ‘proceeded to
correct their messianic misconceptions.
He left -Caesarea-Philippi and headed
south for Jerusalem, the place of His
subsequent sufferings and death. On the
way, three times, like the tolling of a
funeral bell, our Lord tried to prepare
his disciples by predicting His passion.
Three times they misunderstood. Three

times, Jesus sought to correct their .

misunderstanding by pointing out that
not only He, but they, if they wereto be

His disciples, would have to walk the

same way of the cross and of service.

Thus after His first prediction of
passion, He said, “If any man wishes to
come after me, he must deny his very
self, take up his cross and follow in my
steps”’ (Sept. 15). After making His
second prediction, He said, ‘If anyone
wishes to rank first ... he must be the
servant of all” (Sept. 22). Jesus was
laying down the two conditions of
discipleship: the cross and service.

“Then our Lord, good teacher that He
was, let that shockmg revelation simmer
and germinate in their minds. As they
continued the Jerusalem journey, He
talked about other things, including
tolerance (Sept. 29), marriage (Oct. 6)
and riches (Oct. 13).. As they drew near
Jerusalem, He hit them for a third and
final time with a prediction of the
Passxon, this .one much more detailed
than the previous two (Oct. 20), for He

. identified Himself with the suffering

servant of Isaiah (R1).
On this occasion, Jesus walked ahead
of His disciples, so anxious was He to

drink the cup of snffenng for love of us. -
They tailed along-in fear, wondering,
perplexed. They still did not understand.

All this misunderstanding, if you will
remember, had begun with Peter; now it
climaxed with James and John. They all
wanted the glory, but none wanted the
cross. So Jesus spoke once again of His
“cup,i’ “baptism,”_ “bath" — a.u
Marcan terms for the cross. The cup
pointed to Gethsemane, where the three
would fall asleep. Baptism pointed to
Calvary, where the three would be
conspicuous by their absence. They had
asked to sit'at His right and left in glory;
the only ones ‘with Jesus on His right
and left were to be the two thieves. The
places of ‘honor are on Calvary, not at
some banquet table or on a throne..

When the other 10 heard this, they
became indignant. 1 suppose we, too,
recoil at the insensitivity of James and
John. (Their request for seats of glory
was so inappropriate that Matthew tried
to save face for James and John by
putting the request in thé mouth of their
mother.) Yet Jesus calls all of us and
says that we must reject such un-
Christian values as wanting to lord it
over others. “Fling away ambition,”
Wolsely counseled Cromwell. ““By it fell
the angels.”” So Jesus repeated, *“Who
aspires to greatness must serve the rest.”
To be a Christian means to be concerned .
about one’s fellow man.

Because this scene involves the in-
timates of Jesus — present at the
Transfiguration and the agony —
Mark’s message is especially relevant to
the leaders of the Church. Theirs must
be a ‘“‘servant leadership.’”’” They, too,
must drink the cup (the cross) and
respond to the needs of others (service).
If these seem hard tasks, Mark says,
““Take heart!”’ — for, right after this
incident, he tells the story of the cure of
the blind Bammaeus ©Oct.27). .

‘Blifidness seems hopeless, yet Jesus
restored. sight to Bartimacus. So ¢an He
open our eyes also to see and to help us
follow the way to discipleship. After
Bartimaeus was cured, he followed
Jesus “‘up the road” — the way of the
cross and service — to the end of the
road.

| | Father Paul J. Cuddy

Ecclesiastical Mistakes?

At a Legion of Mary meeting, a
member told this funny story:

‘A friend of mine belonged to a very
strict Evangelical chirch. No smoking,
no drmkmg, no dancing, no joy of any
kind. She was a wonderful person:
devout, prayerful, and one of the
kindest persons I have ever known. But
she did like an occasional nip. She never
over-indulged. Just took a highball and
relaxed with friends.

“One day she asked me in all

seriousness, ‘Do you think I’ll go to hell
for taking a highball once in awhile? We
had a sermon last Sunday on drink, and
we were told we’d go to hell for that.’

‘“““Good heavens, ne!’ I replied. ‘A
drink that relaxes can be a divine gift.’

‘““My friend sighed, ‘Oh, dear. You
Catholics have such a comfortable re-
ligion.’”’ ‘

Recently I was pondering this story,
and recalling the decade after Vatican
II, when ‘‘activism’’ became the eighth
sacrament. By activism, 1 mean:

1) A concern for the poor, with a
concomitant contempt for the comfort-
able middle class. I recall a diatribe
against the wicked comfort of the

-middle class, made by a sacerdotal

zealot who flew to Switzerland the
following month for a skiing vacation.

2) An enthusiasm for bizarre para-
liturgies, with a concomitant contempt
for traditional devotions: the rosary,
personal confession, Forty Hours,
novenas, visits to the Blessed Sacra-
ment, devotion to the saints, veneration
of holy pictures and statues.

3) An energetic intrusion of fourth-

" rate music, with a concomitant burial of

the great musical inheritance of the

" Church. So “hymns” became ‘‘songs,”’

in the same generic category as ‘“The
Beer Barrel Polka.”” And ‘‘Kumbaya’’
and “Joy, Joy, Joy™ replaced Mon-
tani’s devout ““Jesus, My Lord, My
God, My All”’ and the glorious Gregori-
an ‘‘Salve, Regina, Mater
Misericordiae.”’ ’

4) An irrational and heretical pre-

Ia

sentation of ecumenism, in flat_ con-
tradiction to the document on
ecumenism in Vatican II, with a con-
comitant blurring of the reality of the
historic Catholic Church, which the
council describes as one, holy, catholic,
apostolic — and unique.

§) A self-centered concept of
freedom, liberty and irresponsibility,
with a hostility toward the Holy Father
and the Church. A recent example was '
the ad in the New York Times that
insisted on free choice in the abortion of
babies, and was signed by progressive
sisters and laity, as well as a few priests.
Most of them have retracted, but there is
still a core holding out against the Pope
and the Church.

Bishop Norbert F. Gaughan of Gary,
Indiana, wrote an article entitled ‘‘Have
We Made Mistakes in the Wake of
Vatican I1?”’ — published in the Sept. 1
issue of ‘“‘Our Sunday Visitor.”” He
began: ‘““The recent fuss about Coca
Cola’s mistake with its introduction of a
‘new’ version has spawned many new
stories. In TIME magazine, there was a
previous discussion about major past
goofs made by corporations. Examples
cited were the two cars, the Edsel and
the Henry J. That suggested a possible
question: what mistakes did the Church
make in the wake of Vatican II which
turned out with unhappy results?”’

Bishop Gaughan lists a few, among
them rosary, personal confession, fast
and abstinence, liturgical inferiorities,
and ecumenism. He makes concise
observations about these, and con-
cludes: ““These are observations from
people in the pews. After’ hard soul-
searching, they are saying, ‘Someone in
the Church should see about restoring
perspective.””

‘ o e e '
For a copy of Bishop - Gaughan‘s

article, please send a self-addr&ssed

envelope to- Father Cuddy at Holy

. Trinity Church, 1460 Ridge Road E.,

Webster, N.Y. 14580.

FOR YOUR P [?3@ [L["FE NEEDS
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“The Precious Feet People”
Box 730 « Taylor, AZ 850%

A complete line of Pro-Life, Pro-Family items

at ROCK BOTTOM prices.

o “Precious Feet™ (identical in shape and
size to the tiny feet of a 10 week old un-
born baby.) card

« Bumper Stickers * Post s .

. Doca'::r * Pamphlets )

+ Balloons « Mother's Pendants

« Posters « your logo lapel pin

* and much more!
$2.00 alr of “Precious Feet” and
* s':o‘mmm’ pd Pro-Life literature.
tncludes catalog & bulk prices.

OR
* Send.for FREE catalogue

!

Here 'I'o Help You..

Whenever You Nud

Us, for Health-Care:

Equipment & Supplies

Walkers, Wheel Chairs,

Traction Equipment,

Surgical Garments,

- Hospital Beds, Oxygen

Over 7,000 items to help you with home
health care Medicaid & Medicare ac-
cepted. (Free Delivery with $15 order).

S

(716) 5468595
205 Monroe Ave., Rochester, N.Y. 14607

Novena to St. Jude

rFrom October 20-28
St. Jude’s Church

4100 Lyell Road, Rochester, N.Y. 14606

With Mass and Novena Prayers each morning at 9 A.M. and each évening at 7: 30 PM.
All are invited by Father John J. Steger, pastor, to attend and pray to the Patron of Hopeless

Cases and impossible causes.

Shut-ins may write for a Novena Bookiet. St. Jude Church and Hall are easily accessible

to handicapped. Ample parking.

Anointing of the Sick, Oct. 24
Conducth g the Novena
Rev. F. L. Regan, O.P.

Chief Celebrant of the Mass of
Solemn Closing on the Feast of St. Jude
- Oct. 28 will be

Bishop Dennis W. Hickey
Followed by a Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall

Only the best for Mary

The Special Favor Rosary Guild
takes immense pride in producing
the world’'s most beautiful high

~ quality Rosary. Designed and hand-

crafted in Loreto, Italy ... has multi-
faceted beads that reflect all the
scintillating colors of the Aurora
Borealis. The silvered symbols of
the Fifteen Mysteries make this
Rosary a very unusual and Special
Gift and each Mystery takes on in-
creased meaning as you experience
how easy it is to pray the Symbolic
Rosary. -

We-guarantee yo(®will be more
than dellghted with the beauty and
brilliance of your Symbolic Rosary.

Don’t-you think Mary...and-you
deserve the best?

With each Rosary you will also receive “How to say the Rosary” booklet and
“the 15 promises of Mary,’ plus a rich, brown velour protective pouch and a

beautiful Lourdes medal.

311 Wilton Road East (P.O. Box 165)
Ridgefield, Connecticut 06877

Please send me atonce

- Same day shipping guaranteed.
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The Speciat Favor Rosary Guild Inc.

o

(qty.) SYMBOLIC ROSARY(s) in these colors (check boxes below

for colors desired) at only $9.95 each plus $1.00 for postage and handling. or only $19 00 for two

rosaries, plus $1.00 for postage and handling.
[ Diamond Clear

0 1 am enclosing check or money order for $

payment in full.
Mail my Gift-boxed Rosary(s) to: (please print)
NAME

O Sapphire Blue

O Ebony Black

0 Send C.0.D.; t will pay
postage and C.0.D. charges

ADDRESS

CITY

ZIP:

If you wish to have your Rosary blessed, veri-
fication card will be enclosed. Check here. O

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE!



We-guarant.ee

