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A Very Special Promise 
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Have you ever made a promise to 
someone? Were you always able to keep 
your promise? 

Sometimes, a promise has to be 
broken — and there is only one instance 
in which you can know for sure that a 
promise will never be broken. That is 
when the promise has been made by 
God. 

In the Old Testament; when _God 
made a promise to the Jewish peopleTK-
was a very sacred agreement called a 
covenant. Ttigtovenant that Gqd made 
with His people waft His eternal love and . 
protection. This covenant was also a > 
promiSeton the part of the Jews to obey 
Cod always. . 

After the Jews had left pgypt, they 
traveled for 40 years in the desert in 
search of the Promised Land. Moses 
was their leader, and God spoke to 
Moses about how He wanted things 
done. 

One day, God commanded Moses to 
build an ark. The ark was a very large 
wooden chest that was plated with 
precious gold. There were to be four 
rings at the bottom corners. Through 
these rings were placed two long poles, 
so that the ark could be transported by 
the Jews. 

This ark, which was to be the symbol 
of God's sacred promise to the Jews, 
was called the Ark of the Covenant. 
Inside it, as God commanded, Moses 
placed the Ten Commandments. 

the Ark of the Covenant was so 
sacred to the Jews that they even 
brought it into battle with them. Once, 
ttey^wttt defeated in a war with their 
enemies, the Philistines. The. victorious 
Philistines took the Ark, and God was 
so angry that He sent a plague to punish, 
them until they returned the Ark to the 
Jews. < • ̂  

Many sacred rules were made con-' 
cerning the Ark, Which was to be 
handled only by the priests. When King 
David and his men once attempted to 

transport the Ark, one of the servants 
touched it and was stricken dead. 

Finally, after many years, King 
David's son, King Solomon, constructed 
a beautiful temple for the glory of God. 
The Ark of the Covenant was placed in a 
special area in the temple to serve as a 
reminder of God's promise to his 
people. 

• • • 
For discussion: , 

What does God promise us today? 
If you are interested in reading more 

about the Ark of the Covenant in the 
Bible, turn to the following verses: 

1) How was the Ark was made: 
Exodus 25:10-22. •-

2) How the Philistines are punished 
when they take the Ark: 1 Samuel:4-S. 

5) Traveling with the Ark: 2 Samuel 
6:1-11. 

4) King Solomon places the Ark in the 
temple: 1 Kings 8:1-8. 
For farther reading: 

"Ruth" by Maud and Miska 
Petersham (New York: The MacMillan 
Co., 1938). The story of Ruth is the Old 
Testament story of a promise made by a 
young girl to her husband's mother, 
Naomi. When Ruth's husband died, she 
left her own people to go with Naomi 
into the land of Judah. Ruth promised 
Naomi that she would never leave her. 
"Whither thou goest, I will go," Ruth 
told Naomi. "Thy people shall be my 
people and thy God my God." 

"Where the Lilies Bloom" by Vera 
sand Bill Cleaver (New York: J.B. 
lippincott, 1969). Mary Call Luther is 
U^and lives in the mountains of North 
Carolina. Her father, Roy, is a 
sharecropper, and'the family is very 
poor. Roy Luther, who is dying, begs his 
daughter to promise to keep his death a 
secret so that*he famuywitt nor*eient 
to the county home. This is a story of" 
•courage and strength in the face of 
extreme difficulty. 

On the Right Side 
Father Paul J. Cuddy 

Why do the young leave? 
The youth who" wrote the letter 

printed below is not from our Webster 
parish, but he is from the Rochester 
area. Because I highly regard his 
perception, I had written to ask him why 
he thought so many of the young are 
leaving the Church, especially those who 
have had a Catholic high school educa­
tion, in which the religion courses 
should be reasonably clear and 
thorough. 

He gives a splendid apologia for the 
Jesuits with whom he is acquainted, and 
a special appreciation of McQuaid's 
Father O'Malley, whose goodness and 
talents have never been doubted by me. 
But I do not think his conclusion about 
parental ignorance is quite the answer to 
the question of defections of the young. 

He writes as follows: 
"Dear Father, 

"Let me give you my thoughts about 
the Jesuits in general, and Fordham in 
particular. Certainly they are the most 
prestigious order within the Church, and 
have gone through periods of crisis 
before. Here at Fordhanf, I think the 
Jesuit faculty is excellent, not only in the 
educational processes, but in missionary 
work as well. I must make myself clear. 
I consider this whole area in the Bronx a 
missionary place, and only the Jesuits 
have remained. Certainly there seems to 
be little hope for the Bronx or New York 
City, yet the Jesuits remain and are even 
sacrificing one of their top institutions 
in the hope that something will be 
salvaged. 
' "It would be logical to move the 
university to Westchester, where I'm 
sure it would thrive and. even become 
one of the' best universities in the 
country — yet (the Jesuits) elect to 
remain in the South Bronx. About 90 
percent of the 12,000 students here at 
Fordham come from reasonably wealthy 

and educated backgrounds. The fact 
that they see this degradation around 
them is a way of teaching, and the 
Jesuits were the first to realize this. 

"I do worry sometimes that some of 
the Jesuits get caught up in the materi­
alistic aspects of life. They are on the 
whole a very pious group of men. They 
embrace such a wealth of education that 
it is regrettable that some of the bad 
apples get so much media attention. 
Would it not be better to focus on the 
innumerable good deeds they do every 
day? In the United States, it seems to me 
that the only priests that give con­
sistently great sermons are the Jesuits. 

"Getting onto a more personal level, 
concerning Father O'Malley: he may be 
a little emotional or bizarre at times, but 
the fact remains that he is an exceptional 
teacher who is able to get the most out 
ofeven the most obstinate students. He 
is a very dedicated Christian, and his 
sermons are consistently brilliant. 

"I think that in the coming years, you 
will see a marked change in the new 
Jesuits. They seem more stable in their 
religion, and I'm sure they will pose no 
problems for the Church. 

"Concerning our youth and their 
relative flight from the Church, I am 
disheartened. I concluded (hat the (fact 
that) droves of youth (are) departing the. 
Church is not their fault completely, but 
(that) of their parents (as well). It seems 
that the older generation is ignorant of 
the teachings of the Church, and 
therefore, no religion gets passed down 
to the kids. This is the only, explanation 
for such widespread leaving of the 
Church. I hope this answers your 
question as to why the young are 
leaving." 

Readers of this column are invited to 
address this problem from their own 
observations and experience. 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
THOSE WHO WISH TO HAVE ARRANGEMENTS CARRIED OUT IN ACCORDANCE 
WiTH THE IDEALS OF THEIR FAITH, CONTACTTHE FUNERAL DIRECTORS LISTED 
BELOW FOR PRE-NEED OR AT-NEED SERVICES AND COUNSELING. 

| ROCHESTER\ 

Ashtpn-Smith 
Funeral Home Inc. 

(482-6260) 
Mattle Funeral Home 

(716)482-2440 
853 Culver Rd. 

Malcolm M, Nulton James R Gray 

Corbett 
Funeral Home, Inc. 
Roger G. Blakesl.ee 
109 West Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14611 
(716)235-2000 

Polvino & Granata 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Serving Rochester and Gales 

Frank Granata. 
371 Lake Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14608 
(716)458-3341 

Schauman 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Edwin Sulewski 

2100 St. Paul Street 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716)342-3400 
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Michael R. Yackiw 
Funeral Home 

1270 Norton St. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716) 544-5000 
If no answer 342-9300 

Younglove-Smith 
Funeral Home, Inc. 

Serving Greece 

1511 Dewey Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14615 

(716)458-6200 
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| IRONDEQUOIT | 

Burns-Hanna 
Funeral Home 

1795 East Ridge Rd. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14622 

(716)467-5745 

Edward H. Dreier 
Funeral Home Inc. 
, Edward H. Dreier 

Alan E. Giltner 
1717 Portland Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14617 

(716)342-8500 

Paul W. Harris 
Funeral Home Inc. 
Richard P. Harris 
Charles E. Davis 

570 Kings Highways. 
(corner Titus) 
(716)544-2041 

May Funeral Home' 
George L.May Jr. 

Raymond L. Welch 
2793 Culver Rd. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14622 
(716)467-7957 

Schauman 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Edwin Sulewski 

2100 St. Paul Street 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716) °42-3400 

| CHILI | | GREECE\ | HENRIETTA] \ MACEDON\ \ PENFIELD 

Leo M. Bean 
Funeral Home, Inc. 

2771 Chili Ave. 
-Rochester, N.Y. 14624 

(716)2354134 
We Invite Comparison 

Arndt Funeral Home 
1118 Long Pond Rd. 

(near Maiden Lane) 

Greece, N.Y. 14626 
Ronald John Arndt 

, Parking for over 100 cars 

(716) 225-6350 

Vay, Schleich 
and Meeson 

Funeral Home Inc. 
— "Greece's Largest and 

Most Complete Facilities" 

2692 Dewey Avenue 
Greece, N.Y. 14616 

(716)663-5827 

Henry IX Halloran 
Son Inc. 

Funeral Home 
5781 W. Henrietta Rd. 
Henrietta, N.Y. 14586 

(716) 334-9350 
Francis J. Martin Sr. 

Francis Joseph Martin Jr. 

Payne-Nulton 
Funeral Home Inc. 

22 Rickford St. 
Macedon, N.Y. 14502 

(315)986-7781 
Malcolm M. Nulton 

James R. Gray 

Nulton Funeral Home 
1704 Penfield Road 
Penfield, N.Y. 14526 

Malcolm M. Nulton 
James R. Gray 

Blakesl.ee

