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Adult education seen as key to teaching children about faith 

By Teresa A. Parsons 
As a generation of children grow up 

oblivious to the words "Baltimore Cate
chism," religious educators — parents, 
catechis ts , program directors and 
coordinators — still search for a balance 
between facts and feelings, between knowl
edge and lived experiences of faith, and 
between their roles in the nurturing of a 
child's faith. 

Finding and maintaining the perfect 
balance may be an impossible dream, but 
what has become apparent along the way is 
that religious education must be a life-long 
process. 

"We all recognize that it's by having 
well-informed parents and catechists that we 
can best educate children,", said Virginia 
Stanton, diocesan consultant for the 
Southern Tier. 

In the past, adults were "off the hook" in 
regard to continued growth. "We created a 
monster — that religious education ends 
either with Confirmation, graduation from 
eighth grade or high school," said Liz 
Maurer, director of religious education at 
Blessed Sacrament Church. 

Years ago, the role of the family in faith 
development .was taken for granted. With 
changes in the Church's external forms of 
worship, less emphasis on memorization and. 
more on emotions and feelings, parents got 
the message that "this new religion" — like 
the new math — could only be taught by an 
expert catechist. As a result, many parents 
lost confidence in their ability to supervise 
their children's religious education. 

Some parents gave up even the responsibil
ity of teaching their children prayers.' 'If you 
don't pray with your children, and if you 
don't pray yourself, what good are prayers 
learned by rote? ... what kind of model is . 
that? You're saying it's important for you, 
but not for me," Maurer said. "If all the 
parents are doing is sending kids to religious 
education on Sunday, they're not fulfilling 
their responsibility," she added. 

Likewise, if all religious educators offer is 
an hour of Sunday morning classes, they 
don't meet their responsibility either. 

"We have got to enable people ... in a 
parish to help others develop," said Sister 
Mary Ann Binsack, diocesan director of the 
Department of Religious Education. In 
response, Sister Mary Ann is shifting the 
focus away from direct concern with 
children's programs to adult-centered pro
grams, especially the training and enrichment 
of catechists and coordinators. 

•• Adults are being challenged by as many 
programs as there are parishes, but within 
several categories. They include sacramental 
programs, family education, the Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) and 
Continuing Education for Religion Teachers 
(CERT). 

Deacon Claude Lester introduced family 
education to St. John's on Humboldt Street 
three years ago after parents asked for more 
involvement in their children's religious 
formation. Using a family cluster model 
developed by Margaret Sawin, he offered a 
supplement to Sunday classes. Once a 
month, 25 to 40 families met in clusters for -
two hours, shared a meal, discussed a topic, 
and ended with a prayer service. Families 
with children of similar ages were grouped 
together as were a mixture of single-parent 
and two-parent families. 

Mary Matteson, religious education 
coordinator at St. John's, has taken over the 
program this year and said that the model 
works with a combination of adults and 
children because of shared responsibility. 

"Parents take responsibility for helping 
teach the children — not just their own, but 
everyone's," she said, adding that while the 
process challenges parents, it also supports 
what they already know. "It helps parents 
re-evaluate what they learned back in the 
days of the Baltimore Catechism. They 
realize some things are not so simple any 
more ... but they can also feel good about 
what they do know." 

At the Church of the Assumption in 
Fairport, family education is handled com
prehensively, but separately at each age level. 
With the departure of the Mission Helpers of 
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The Pare* family, from toft to right. Ken, 7, John, Katie. 9 . Joyce and Elizabeth, 3. 
review one of their many CCD projects, in this case a Lenten commttmant tree. , 

My dear brothers and sisters: 
This Sunday, September 15„ we will observe Catechetical Sunday in our 

diocese. The theme of this year, "Listen and Follow with an Open Heart," 
comes from that Sunday's readings and calls us to be open to God acting in our 
lives and to respond to Him in love and joy. 

In Isaiah, James and Mark, we see the various aspects of openness, 
attentiveness and responsiveness to God's call. The readings make it quite clear 
that the experience of faith is a dynamic one. Hearing and believing have 
implications for living. It is the task of our catechists — those who proclaim the 
word of God to children, adolescents and adults — to amplify His call and guide 
the steps of the ones who would follow. 

Please join with me in a prayer of thanksgiving for the many people 
throughout our diocese who dedicate their lives to this ministry. We ask God's 
blessings on them and pray that all of us will listen to the Lo.rd and follow in His 
footsteps with compassionate and forgiving hearts. 

Your brother in Christ, 

Jr isiJO^vu i i - QJAAJU^ 
+ Matthew H. Clark 
Bishop of Rochester 

FUNERA L DIRECTORS 
THOSE WHO WISH TO HAVE ARRANGEMENTS CARRIED OUT IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE IDEALS OF THEIR FAITH, CONTACT THE FUNERAL DIRECTORS LISTED 
BELOW FOR PRE-NEED OR AT-NEED SERVICES AND COUNSELING. 

I ROCHESTER] 

Ashton-Smith 
Funeral Home Inc. 

(482-6260) 
Mattle Funeral Home 

(716)482-2440 
853 Culver Rr>. 

Malcolm U. Nulton James ft. Gray 

Corbett 
Funeral Home, Inc. 
Roger G. Blakeslee 
109 West Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14611 
(716)235-2000 

Polvino & Granata 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Serving Rochester and Bates 

Frank Granata 
371 Lake Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14608 
(716)458-3341 

Schauman 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Edwin Sulewski 

2100 St. Paul Street 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716)342-3400 

Michael R. Yackiw 
Funeral Home 
1270 Norton St. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14621 
(716) 544-5000 

If no answer 342-9300 

Younglove-Smith 
Funeral Home, Inc. 

Serving Greece 

1511 Dewey Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14615 

(716)458-6200 

IRONDEQUOIT 

Burns-Hanna 
Funeral Home 

1795 East Ridge Rd. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14622 

(716)467-5745 

Edward H. Dreier 
Funeral Home Inc. 
Edward H. Dreier 

Alan E. Giltner 
1717 Portland Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14617 

(716)342-8500 

Paul W. Harris 
Funeral Home Inc. 
Richard P. Harris 
Charles E. Davis 

570 Kings Highway S. 
(corner Titus) 
(716)544-2041 

May Funeral Home 
George L. May Jr. 

Raymond L Welch 
2793 Culver Rd. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14622 
(716)467-7957 

Schauman 
Funeral Home Inc. 

Edwin Sulewski 

2100 St. Paul Street 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716)342-3400 

I GREECE I | HENRIETTA] IMACEDON] I PENFIELD j 

Arndt Funeral Home 
1118 Long Pond Rd. 

(near Maiden Lane) 

Greece, N.Y. 14626 
Ronald John Arndt 

Parking for over 100 cars 

(716) 225-6350 

Vay,Schleich 
and Meeson 

Funeral Home Inc. 
"Greece's Largest and 

Most Complete Facilities" 

2692 Dewey Avenue. 
Greece, N.Y. 14616 

(716)663-5827 

Henry D. Halloran 
Son Inc. -

. Funeral Home 
5781 W. Henrietta Rd. 
Henrietta, N.Y. 14586 

(716) 334-9350 
Francis J. Martin Sr. 

Francis Joseph Martin Jr. 

PayneNulton 
Funeral Home Inc. 

22 Rickford St. 
Macedon, N.Y. 14502 

(315)986-7781 
Malcolm M. Nulton 

James R. Gray 

Nulton Funeral Home 
1704 Penfield Road 
Penfield, N.Y. 14526 

Malcolm M. Nulton 
James R. Gray 


