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CHILDREN’S STORY HOUR
Jocelynn’s world

By Joe Michael Feist
NC News Service

“Jocelynn. Joce-lynnn.”

Jocelynn, who was staring in-
tently out her bedroom window,
quickly turned around to see her
slightly agitated father standing
behind her.

‘““Are you daydreaming again?’’
her father asked. His voice was
softer now and he was smiling a
little, so Jocelynn figured she
wasn’t really in any trouble.

‘I guess I was,”” Jocelynn admit-
ted. As she stood up, Jocelynn’s
father saw that she was grasping
the large globe he had surprised
her with last summer on her ninth
birthday.

“‘Oh, now I see,”” he said as he
sat down on Jocelynn’s bed.
‘“Where were you this time?’”’

Jocelynn laughed. She liked to
be teased. '

*“‘1 was in China,” she said,
deciding to go along with the
game. ‘“There were all sorts of
people working out in a rice pad-
dy, standing in water up to our
ankles.”’

‘“That sounds like hard work,”’
her father said. ’

“‘Oh it is,./ Jogelynn said. ‘“The
little rice/ plants Dave to be

transplanted by hand.”

“But I bet they feed you well,”
her father said, grinning.-

“Mmm-mmm, yes. Tons of egg-
rolls!” Jocelynn giggled.

Both Jocelynn and her father
laughed out loud for a long time.
Then her father looked at the
globe. ’

‘“Why don’t you spin it again?”’

Jocelynn carefully balanced the
globe on her lap, closed her, eyes
and gave the world a tmght;' .
shove. She quickly extended a
finger and rested it gently on the
globe’s surface. When it stopped

~A Rebus for Your Thoughts

A rebus is a puzzle-story with pictures in the place of some words.
See if you can figure out this rebus which is taken from this week’s
" children’s story. _—
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HOW ABOUT YOU?

imagination carmies her into the lives of people far away.
Why not find a book for your summer reading about children far away.
Think about all the ways they are like you, though different from you.

Children’s Reading Cormner

Sometimes we take the love around us for granted or we miss see-
ing it at all. it is good to remember that love’s power is in the-small
as well as the larger stories in our lives. In the book “‘Family Scrap-
book,”” by M.B. Goffstein, there are seven brief and memorable tales
of love in a family. Read it. Afterward, talk about some of the ways
love is shown around you. (Farvar, Straus and Giroux, 19 Union Square
West, New York, N.Y. 10003. 1978. Hardback, $5.95.)

spinning Jocelynn opened her
eyes. .

“Kenya,” she said thoughtfuily.
“Kenya? I don’t think I know

_anything about Kenya.”
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“Well, I guess we know what
that means,”’ her father said.

Jocelynn nodded. She would
first look up Kenya in her family’s
encyclopedia, then maybe go to
the library to check out a book on
Africa. ' .

There’s nothing in the world,
Jocelynn thought, that’s better
than reading about people who
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live in far-off places. She loved
stories about children in Holland
who wear wooden shoes or
Eskimo children who ride in dog
sleds. And she would always see
herself there — on 2 mountainside
in Central America harvesting cof-
fee beans or shinnying up a palm
tree on some South Seas island.
There’s nothing better than those
stories, she thought again, as she
reached for her globe.

‘Jocelynn. Joce-lynan.”’

She glanced up at her father.

“‘Someday,’’ he said very quiet-
ly. “Someday you'll see it all. But __
until then, you have to keep up
your strength. I think dinner is
ready. We’re having eggrolls.”

(Feist is associate editor of
Faith Today.)
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Caring is a most important part of the
ministry of Sisters Regina and Mary
Grace. Supported by funds from The
Catholic Church Extension, they bring
the Word of God to the unchurched liv-
ing in the most isolated poverty areas
of southwestern Missouri.

As an Extension annuitant, you will
be our helping partner in the mis-
sionary work right here in the United
States with the sisters and many, many -

Caring

others. And besides, for your annuity
gift of $1,000.00 or more, you will
receive a rate of return that will provide
secure, regular income for as long as
you live.

Complete and return the coupon
below for information on how you can
receive a life income while helping
Sisters Regina and Mary Grace as they
nourish life in southwestern Missouri
with God’s Word.
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Name (Rev., 'Mr., Mrs., Miss)

The Catholic Church

EXTENSION scciety

35 Esst Wacker Drive * Chicago, llinois 60601

Yes! Please send me information about an Extension Gift Annuity.
1 understand I am under no obligation.

Address

City State

Date pf Birth
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