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Southern Tier.

‘St. Michael’s

Workshop

Continued from Page! *
moved to the basement of a nightciub on
Joseph and Clifford. Then, some 10 years
ago, she relocated to the parish grounds. of
St. Michael’s Church on North Clinton and
Clifford Avenues.

There, Sister Pat’s wulmgness 1o pay the—
. price for her-independence was sorely tested. -

In September 1984, the building at the rear of
St. Michael’s Church housing the woodshop:

burned down. A group’ of older kids had \
begun to hang around a cubbyliole area there

at night — junkies she suspected. When the
spot was boarded over to keep them out, she
believes one of them retaliated by torching
the -structure with flaming newspaper
Whatever the cause, she lost everythmg

when she recalls asking for diocesan Ifefﬁ and
being refused because of her unwillingness to

go through bureaucratic channels. But rather

than giving in to discouragement, she moved
across the parking lot to the old St. Michael’s
school building. It was stripped of plumbing
and wiring for heat and electricity, but the
building was refitted with heating and
lighting fixtures — all work and materials
donated. St. Michael’s pays the utility bills.
In rebuilding, she even found new sources of
supplies and tools.

Likewise, she said the shop has been
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_ lingering awareness that there are people she
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. the shop for 18 years.

robbed mi;_nerous times and she’s lost most

of her tools more than once. Each time, what

was taken has been somehow replaced. ~
“QOuerall;shose incidents. .leave a. sad,

can’t reach. *‘I don’t want to be a savior to
anyone,” ‘she said, ‘‘but there’s so much
good in people. 1 guess I just wish I knew
more ways to channel it.”’
Rather than expelling kids from the
program for breaking her few simple rules,
Sister Pat docks them that day’s pay and

sends them home until the problem can be -

worked out. No talking back to each other or
touching each other is allowed, and stealing
or drugs are forbidden. If a fight occurs 10
minutes before quitting time, she said, both
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What do you do?

Astiichin

You fall or have a kitchen mishap—and suddenly you've got a nasty -
cut. Too big for a homemade bandage.

Head for Fast Aid at the Emergency Center of St. Mary’s Hospital.
There our Express Care unit is ready to provide fast treatment for
minor cuts, fractures, or iliness. it can save you hours of waiting.

The high-tech Emergency Center is, of course, ready to handle

* more serious accidents and illnesses on an around-the-clock basis.

Express Care. Open Monday-Friday, 10 am to 10 pm. Another

innovative idea from St. Mary's, serving Rochester since 1857.
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mergency
St Mary's Hospital/ W Main & Genesee Sts. /464-3050
(Clipand Save) __|
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kids will forfeit the proceeds of their day’s
work. She believes it’s g00d medicine for the
real world f work fox wluch they are

“My-main thmst is to teach em to get
along wnth one another,”” she said. “It’s
either shape up or ship out.”’

One of 11 brothers and sisters, Sister Pat
said she grew up in a strict environment. At
first, she found it difficult to match her
expectations to her kids’ backgrounds. ‘‘I’d
shout at them and they’d shout right back,”’
she remembered. With experience she has
learned to provide a little more leeway, but
discipline undeniably remains her emphasis.

‘‘Sergeant” is how one of her veteran kids,

I3

‘doesn’t take.

Fernando- Valasquez, describes Sister Pat.
““She’s hard on us, but for a reason,”” he
said. His friend, Mnke Terrance, added *‘She
from anybody.”

The impact of St. Michael’s Woodshop on
the people of the surrounding neighborhood
stretches beyond merely teaching
woodworking or providing summer and
after-school jobs. Since most of her materials
are donated, Sister Pat is able to apply most
of the proceeds from her sales to the
community’s benefit. She feels lucky to be
able to channel jobs and help to those who
come to her. “‘I get all my reward here on
earth,” she joked. ““I’m afraid to see what s
waiting for me in heaven.”’

Restaurants—Grocers—Deli's—Ice Cream Stands
Nurisng Homes—Schools—Colleges

Darling Ice Cream Has A Deal For Yout
- Cdll Collect Today: (315) 471-2874 7
Ask for Bernie Puglisi, Marketing Manager.
- We specialize in home made Italian Spumoni Wedges,
Italian Tortoni, 3 Gallon Bulk Ice Cream, Half Gallons,

Pints and Novelties (Sealtest ¥/; gallons also available).

SUMMER SALE

20% OFF

'ALL SEASONAL MERCHANDISE
FROM REGULAR STOCK

TRADITIONAL

“Whillock %’ras.

Summer Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10:30-5:39

CLOTHIERS
24 WEST MAIN STREET ¢ 454-1816

AMERICAN EXPRESS*MASTERCARDsVISA*WHILLOCK’S CHARGE
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