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By Katharine Bird -
NC News Service . -
Two brothers worked together
on the family farm. One was-mar-
ried and had a large family. The

other was single.

At day’s end, the brothers
shared everything equally, pro-
duce and profit.

Then one day the ‘single brother _
said to himsélf, “It’s not right that
we should share the produce
equally and the profit too, Fm’

. xiiaionezgd my aeedsare E

simple.””
So.éach night' ae took 2 sack of
grain- -from his bm and crept over

Mcaawhiie, tbe mamed brother
said to himself, “It is not righ:
that Wwe should share...equaily. -
After alf, Fm married and I have
my wife to look after me and my °
children fof yéars to come. My :

‘brother has’ no one, and no one to

take care of his futufe.” ~
So each night he too took a
sack of grain and dumped it into
his single brother’s bin. -
Both men- Were puzzled for
years because their Supply never
dwindled.. - ‘
- ' ’I‘hen one
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By Sister Prudence Allen, RSM
NC News Service

-What is the human will?

The will is a remarkable gift of
human life. It is the power we
have in our intellect to make deci-
sions and to transform them into
action. This is the gift that makes
love possible.

St. Augustine, a fifth-century
philosopher and bishop in Africa,
developed a theory about the rela-
tion of free will to Christian life.
He based this on his'own struggle
to become free in relation to God.

There are two central aspects of
his theory:

—We must learn to wnll with
our whole will. .~

—We need to ask God to help
us do this — especially if we have
developed negative habits or even
addictions.

All of us have differences in our
personal lives which keep us from
giving our will the total power it
is capable of. Augustine believed it
was his own nature that most ful-
Iy blocked his freedom.

Augustine chose an example
from his own life to help illustrate
this theory in the candid ‘‘Confes-
sions’” he wrote.

He confessed that his life was
driven by a strong attachment to
sexual pleasure. Not married, he
lived for many years with a
woman. Then, driven by worldly
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By Father John Castelot
NC News Service

When the ancient Israelites were
about to enter the Promised Land,
Moses delivered a series of ser-
mons to them, spelling out the
conditions of their relationship
with God. ‘

The Israelites, Moses made
clear, could accept or reject God’s
offer of love. Acceptance involves
a commitment on their part.

Toward the end of the last ser-
mon, Moses made the choice con-
fronting the people crystal clear:

‘I have set before you life and
death, the blessing and the curse.
Choose life, then, that you and
your descendants may live, by
loving the Lord, your God,
heeding his voice, and holding

~fast to him”’ (Deuteronomy

30,19-20a).

Having endowed people with
the power to make choices, God
always respects human freedom.
To force people to conform to his
will, to order events in such a
way as to absolve people of their
responsibility, would dehumanize
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