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The world is full of people.
who live lives of extraordinary
self-giving and heroism, people-
the world never recognizes’’ -for
their integrity, said theologian
Lawrence Cunningham.

As an example, he told of a
woman he knows who struggles
“with bouts of depression, but she
soldiers along,’’ taking care of her
family as best she can. Cunn-
ingham is professor of Roman
Catholic studies at Florida State
University at Tallahasee.

“There’s not a parish in the
country without people like this,
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SRR people with terrible personal
RS crosses to bear who understand l
T COaa0n &% what they’re about and proceed 2

despite great hardships,” Cunn-
ingham said. These unknown Chris-
tians ‘‘are the great hidden resource
of sanctity in the church.”

These people show in very prac-
tical ways what it means to live
with integrity, Cunningham said.

The word ‘“‘integrity’” can be ap-
plied to organizations as well as in-
dividuals, Cunningham thinks. ‘‘We
use the term all the time’’ in the
secular arena, he said..'‘We say -
such and such an organization does -
not act in a spirit of integrity.”’

He contrasted two organiza-
tions: the Ku Klux Klan and : o

Esther's

By Father John Castelot
NC News Service
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By Father David K. O'Rourke, OP

Studies of integrity often.focus
on civic leaders and public virtues
like courage. There is President
|- John F. Kennedy’s book “Profiles

in Courage,”’ for example. :

"Here I want to do something
guite different. I want to takk
about integrity. But rather than
focus on courage, I want to focus
ont wholeness — how peopie
bring their lives and princxples
together.

“And I want to move the discus-
sion of integrity out of the grafd -
public arena into: one much closer
to home. I want to talk aboga_t an
aspect of integrity that may sur-
prise you: hospitality.

What could hospitality possibly

have to do with integrity? .
- Quite a lot, 1 think.

It is in the Old Testament story
of Esther that we hear of
Mordecai. His is the story of a Jew
taken captive by the Babylonians.

Mordecai is residing in Susa .
many decades later. The Persians
have defeated Babylon.

Overhearing and foiling a plot
to assassinate King Ahasuerus,
Mordecai-is rewarded handsomely.
The king decides to host a lavish
dinner party for all the notables of
the realm. When he and his guests
are well in their cups, he sends
for Vashti, his queen, to join the
assembly so that all may see how
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