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Yatican City. (NC) - The
Vatican newspaper has criti-
cized the high cost of study-
ing and developing a U.S.
space-based defense system,
saying this “‘robs the bread
from the poor of the world.””

It also criticized the Soviet
Union for not accepting on-

 site inspection systems capa-

ble of determining whether
nuclear disarmament
agreements are being kept.

" The positions appeared in
a March 3 front-page editori-
al in L’Osservatore Romano,
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the Vatican nqwspaper, The
editorial hoped that- March
would be ‘‘favorable to a
thaw’’ because of the re-
sumption of U.S.-Soviet
disarmament talks,

It said the U.S. spadce-
defense plan would be a key
issue in the talks.

““The cost of researching
and putting into effect the
space shield project is
enormous. There has been
talk of $35 billion,” the
editorial said.

““Some observers hold that

if the Soviet Union wanted to
take up the challenge it would
irreparably put its own
economy in a crisis,” it
added. )

““The public is becoming
ever more aware that in
appropriating enormous
sums for armaments, you rob
the bread from the poor of
the world,”’ said the editori-
al.

The editorial noted that
Soviet opposition to on-site
inspection of missile sites also
is a stumbling block to suc-
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2 Parishes Merge

Two Rochester parishes,

Holy Redeemer and St.

Francis Xavier, are joining
into one faith community
and the merging will be cele-
brated at a 10:30 a.m. bilin-
gual liturgy Palm Sunday.

The blessing of palms will
take place in the St. Francis
Xavier School Hall and the
Mass in St. Francis Xavier
Church. Principal con-
celebrant will be Father
William Leone, Holy Re-
deemr pastor, who will also’
assume the pastorate of St.
Francis Xavier on Palm
Sunday.

Msgr. George Cocuzzi who

will concelebrate with Father

Leone will be the supporting
pastor for both parishes.

The merger marks the
closing of Holy Redeemer
Church after 109 years. The

final Mass was celebrated
Sunday.

Holy Redeemer was incor-
porated in 1866 and the first

church building went up in

1869 at Hudson Avenue and
Alphonse Street. The present
church was built in 1876 and
reportedly was styled after
churches in Switzerland.

Bishop Matthew H. Clark
announced the configuration
of the parishes to both com-
munities Jan. 28, following
extensive participation in the
Process for Institutional and
Ministerial Consultation by
members of both parishes
since June 1984.

The bilingual liturgy will
be the only Palm Sunday
celebration in either .parish
and wil be followed by a
‘“‘conviventia’®> in the St.
Francis Xavier School Hall to
enable parishioners to
become better acquainted.

In asking that ‘“Holy Re-
deemer and St. Francix
Xavier parishes join as one
family of faith using the
physical facilities of St.
Francis Xavier,”” Bishop
Clark expressed the hope that
*‘this will be the occasion of a
renewal and strengthening of
your life of faith and at the
same time lessen your strug-
gle to maintain parish facili-

. ties.”’

Beginning Easter Sunday,
all weekend Masses will be
celebrated at St. Francis
Xavier with' the following
schedule:

§ p.m., Saturday (English);
9 a.m., Sunday (English);
10:30 a.m., Sunday
(Spanish). Weekday Masses,

“all at St. Francis Xavier, will
be at 8 a.m. (English) and ar

7:30 p.m., Monday and
Wednesday (Spanish).

Diocesan Pastoral Council
Studies Needs Assessment

Horseheads -- The Dioce-
san Pastoral Council heard a
presentation of the upcoming
Needs Assessment scheduled
by the diocese this fall. The
DPC met last Saturday at St.
‘Mary Our Mother here.

““The Steering Commnttee
for Needs Assessment has
been selected and will have its
first meeting this week,”
Deacon Claude Lester, staf-
fperson for needs assessment,
told the DPC..*‘I am looking
forward to working with
them.’? Invitations to
parishes to participate will be
sent later in the Spring.

Bill Mynne of Blessed Sac-
rament parish, a member of
the DPC’s Task Force on the
Laity, presented a proposal
for consideration dealing
with educating the laity to
their mission in the church.
The proposal was in two
parts, one addressing the
overriding concern of raising
the consciousness of all
Catholics to their baptismal
call and the second a budget
request for the DPC to fund
‘two diocesan convocations of
laity.

The funding includes a
request for scholarship
money for continuing educa-
tion for the laity. This re-
quest generated such ques-
tions as: Which laity are we
speaking of? How will they
be chosen? Is it the job of the
diocese to pay for everyone’s
education?

The task force asked thc

.Vatlca Ctllzs Str Wars Concept

cessful disarmament negotia-
tions. It said that Pope John
Paul Il wants verifiable in-
spection systems as part of
such accords.

“On-site inspection, which
the Soviet side has always
refused, considering it inter-
ference in its internal affairs,
are substitutable -- and prob-
ably already have been large-
ly substituted -- by
sophisticated space and

electronic equipment,’’ said

the Vatican newspaper.
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council for advicg and will be
on the May agenda.

Bishop Matthew H. Clark,
during his hour of Open
Forum, covered such topics

as his recent involvement in -

the Crossroads program and
his day with diocesan youths
at Bishop Kearney High
School. In dialogue with
council members, he in-
dicated that diocesans often
are not aware of the work
done to insure that textbooks
used in diocesan parish re-

ligious - religious education -

programs are proper ones.
The bishop complimented the
Office of Religious Educa-
tion for its work and men-
tioned especially the effort in
getting parishes involved in

the RCIA program.
He also showed slides of
his recent trip to Mexico.

Father Peter Clifford
proposed that the DPC re-

tions director based on the
fact that the proposal was
incomplete as to cost, job
description, etc. A motion to
rescind passed, 20-0-2.

The May DPC meeting will
be the last one for outgoing
members and the first for
new ones. The DPC will be
10 years old in June and a
diocesan celebration of
Shared Responsibility will
take place Sept. 20 at the
cathedral.

ANTHONY J. COSTELLO

Publisher, Editor
Leaving Courier

Anthony J. Costello, publisher and general manager,
and Carmen J. Viglucci, editor, are leaving the
Courier-Journal to pursue other interests. Costello
joined the Courier in 1964 as advertising director. In
1970, he was named the first lay publisher and
general manager of the newspaper. Viglucci came to
the newspaper as associate editor in 1968. He was
named the newspaper’s first lay editor in 1969. Their
successors will be named in a few weeks.

CARMEN J. VIGLUCCI

scind its January recommen-
darion o hire a communica-
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