WY Yawowsz

[
o3

o

OGP o £G4 st

- Eoey

%

-

Agreé to Disagree

16 Pages .35 Cents

The Rev. Jerry Falwell, Moral-Majority president, shakes hands with Sen. Edward Kennedy prior to their
speeches at the National Religious Broadcasters copverntien in Washington. They eed on the value of
diséusiing religious mmmgﬁedfo‘vérwhi‘ﬂmabom sbortion leglslatlon. (NC Photo)

Sout

rica Backs Off

Archbishop Hurley Acquitted
Before Trial for ‘Defamation’

Pretoria, South Africa (NC) — Archbishop Denis
E. Hurley of Durban, South Africa, was acquitted
“Feb. 18°of defamation charges stemming from a 1983
press conference in which he reportedly said a police
unit had committed atrocities in Namibia.

His trial had been scheduled to begin the same day.

The prosecution said that a tape recording of the
press conference at which the archbishop was alleged
to have made the remarks made clear that he had
been misquoted.

Archbishop Hurley said he was relieved at the
acquittal, but also felt regret because the ‘‘story of
Namibia’’ could have come out in court.

The prosecution’s case centered on a report by the
South- African™ Press Association quoting the
churchman as saying a police counterinsurgency
force called Koevoet (Crowbar) which operated in
the northern region of -South African-administered
Namibia, had brutalized black Namibian civilians.

A similar accusation was included in a report
prepared by the Southern African Catholic Bishops’
Conference.

The archbishop is president of the SACBC.

He was charged under the Police Act which makes
it a crime to publish ‘‘any untrue matter>> about the
police without ‘‘reasonable ground’’ to believe the
statement is true. The archbishop had pleaded
innocent to the charge.

Bishop Desmond Tutu, black Anglican bishop of
Johannesburg, said that he believed the authorities
had “beat a hasty retreat” when they realized that
they would get “‘egg on the face.”” .

Bishop Tutu is an outspoken critic of South

~Africa’s system of racial discrimination, - called

apartheid. —

South - African forces have battled Namibian
guerrillas who have been fighting an-18-year war for
independence.

Koevoet, an Afrikaans word, is the name of a .

special police unit operating in Namibia under the

- command of South African police headquarters in

Pretoria, said the London-based interchurch group
Namibia Communications Centre.

The group said Koevoet units, which have both
black and white members, are involved in “‘search
and destroy’’ operations in the territory.
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Lenten Disciplines

With the guidelines given in the 1983-Code: of Canon
Law, the following are the reguiations g fast and
abstinence during Lent. -

1. All Fridays of Lent are days of abs(mencea

2. Good Friday is a day of fasting. -

3. All persons who are 14 years of age of older are bound
by the law of abstinence.

- 4. All persoms who are between the ages of 18 and 59,
udlstve, are bound by the law of fasting.

S. Catholics are to be encouraged to perform acts of
penance regularly, especisally during the season of Lent.




