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AT YOUR PARISH 
Blessed Sacrament 

Deacon Joseph Holleran 
will launch a series of lectures 
and discussions on "Prayer 
and Our Spiritual Life , 
7:30-9:30 p .m. , Thursday, 
Feb. 28 in Room 11 of 
Blessed Sacrament School, 
the series, which focuses on 
the works of Father Thomas 
G r e e n , F a t h e r H e n r i 
N o u w e n , Father Thomas 
Merton and Mother Teresa, 
is sponsored by the church 
adult education committee. 
Other dates in the series are 
March 7. 14 and 21. 

St. Helen 
The Altar Rosary Society 

of St. Helen's Church will 
hold a card party, 7:30 p.m. , 

Wednesday, Feb. 27. Men 
and women are invited to 
attend. Reservations are ob
tained by calling 352-9660, or 
247-2952. Tickets are $2.50. 

St. James 
The Rosary Society of St. 

James Church will stage a 
fashion show featuring " A 
Touch of Spring," 8 p.m. , 
March 4. Fashions shown 
will be from Frances Dress 
and-sBriday Shop. A , $1.25 
donation will be asked. 

St. Mary's, 
Canandaigua 

Canandaigua -- Parishion
ers have been invited to a 
Renewal and Reconciliation 
Retreat Friday evening and 

Fr. Paul J. 
Cuddy 

On the Right Side 

Reflections 
On Elmira 
Didn't you conduct a nov-
ena in Elmira recently? 

Yes. At Our Lady of 
Lourdes Church, Feb. 3-11, 
at the invitation of my 
townsman,* Father Paul 
McCabe. It was the annual 
novena in honor of Our 
Lady of the Miraculous 
Medal. The parish has had 
the devotion every week on 
Mondays at 7:30 for many 
years, and an annual nine 
consecutive days in Febru
a r y , e n d i n g wi th the 
patronal feast of Our Lady 

f
of Lourdes. When the in
vitation came, 1 pondered: 
"The people who wffl come 
to the novena will be largely 
older people w h o still 
cherish old devotions." I 

was surprised and pleased 
that there were many 
younger people, including 
youths. Historian James 
Hithcock, in his perceptive 
"Decline and Fall af Radi
cal Catholicism," has a 
whole chapter on "folk re
ligion" which is not a snide 
against popular devotions, 
but an understanding. 

One of the paraliturgies 
which has almost disap
peared is Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament, loved 

Iby Cardinal Newman and 
the Oxford converts, and by 
most Catholics everywhere. 
Last year 1 conducted a 
Benediction service and was 
greeting the congregation 
afterward. A matron in her 
early 40s rushed to me and 
exclaimed: '"'Oh, Father, 1 
am so glad 1 came. My son, 
who is 21 years old, is home 
from college, and he came 
with me last night. Af
terward he said, 'That's the 
first time I have ever seen 
B e n e d i c t i o n . W h y , i t 's 
beautiful. '" It dismays me 
that so many things con
nected with devotion ot Our 
Lord in the Blessed Sacra
ment have been dissipated. 
I suppose the firm devotion 
o f M o t h e r T e r e s a o f 
Calcutta and her Sisters to 
the Blessed Sacrament has 
kept the spiritual life of 
these missionaries especially 
strong. 
Well, what did your pon-
derings conclude? 

The novena services were 
scheduled for twice a day: 
at 11 a.m. Mass, novena 
prayers and instruction; 
7:30 p .m. , novena prayers, 
instruction, Holy Commu
nion and Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament. I am 
obsessed by the conviction 
that our people do not 

know or appreciate the 
basic truths of our religion, 
so 1 decided to give a series 
on the basics, relating-them 
to Our Blessed Mother. 
Something happened to 
confirm my decision. 
What was that? 

1 l i k e a n d a d m i r e 
teenagers. They are of the 
age of uncertainty and 
contrariness; egotism and 
g e n e r o s i t y , w i th great 
spiritual potential. And I 
like to pose questions to 
them to stimulate their cu
riosity and intelligence. Be
fore Saturday night Mass 1 
buttonholed six boys sepa
rately and asked each: "If 
someone should ask you, 
'Why are you a Catholic?', 

what wouJd you say?" T h e . 
boys were 15, 16, 19, and 
three were 17. One said: 
" B e c a u s e I bel ieve in 
God." "But Muslims and 
Jews believe in God; and 
non-Catholic Christians." 
Another: "1 was born into a 
Catholic family." "Yes , 
but you could quit. Some 
do . And others become 
Catholics ." Two very sharp 
youths, with Elmira con
servatism, said: "I'd have 
to think about t h a t . " 
Another replied: "Because 
Jesus Christ established the | 
Catholic Church." 
What were your basic in
structions? 

The opening- was at 
Sunday Mass: 1. Religion 
and Intellectual Clarity, 
using as an example the life 
of Madame Rose Loomis, 
who founded the Church at 
Sodus Point after the Civil 
W a r . S h e b e c a m e a 
Catholic through the study 
of the catechism, and was 
the instrument of bringing 
her pastor, Rev. William 
Salt, at the village of Sodus, 
into the Church. He became 
a priest. He established 
Seton Hall College* and he. 
became Vicar General of 
the Diocese of Newark. Fol
lowing the series came; 2. 
The Church; 3. The Bible; 
4. Development of Chris
t i a n D o c t r i n e , f r o m 
N e w m a n ' s m a s t e r p i e c e . 
Then, 5. Purgatory, about 
which our pulpits and 
catechetics have been so 
uncharitably silent. Then, 
6. The Blessed Sacrament; 
and after that, 7. Original 
Sin and the Seven Capital 
Sins, using the text from 
" O Salutaris" -- namely, 
"Bella Praemunt hostil ia." 
On the eighth day, Sunday, 
8. The Mass; and the final 
day, 9. Mary, the Mother of 
God and Our Mother. 

More on this Elmira 
apostolate next week. 

Saturday, March 8-9, in the 
school. 

Scheduled are talks by 
priests, nuns and laity, group 
discussions and liturgies with 
the theme "The Spirit Is 
Alive in '85. - A n Opportuni
ty for Spiritual Nourishment 
and Growth ." -

Retreatants will meet at 
6:30 p .m. , Friday - the 
evening to conclude with a 10 
p . m . l i turgy. Saturday ' s 
schedule will run from 8 a.m. 
to 10 p .m. 

The retreat is open to an at 
no charge with food and 
materials provided by the 
committee but reservations 
are necessary and may be 
made with Paul or Sylvia 
Nichols, 394-5685, or with 
S i s ter M a r i e A l d e r m a n , 
394-2325. 

Holy Cross 
Holy Cross School has 

scheduled registration for the 
1985-86 school year for new 
pupils (including pre-school) 
from 7 to 8:30 p .m. , Mon
day, March 11, in the school 
cafeteria. 

Further information may 
be obtained from Holy Cross • 
School, 663-6533. 

St. Nicholas 
A special lentil dinner and 

card party will begin 5 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 23 for St. 
N i c h o l a s M e l k i t e R i t e 
Church. Featured at the 
dinner will be M'Jadra, the 
Arabic confection o f lentils, 
rice and onions, described as 
a very nutritious and tasty 
basic Arabic meal. George 
Abou Harb is chairman o f 
the event who will also en
tertain. Tickets are $5 per 
person and are available 
from Harb, 342-8064; or Fa-

Sponsors Needed 
Sponsors, both individuals 

a n d o r g a n i z a t i o n s , a r e 
needed to help refugees from 
Southeast Asia start new lives 
in the United States. Dioce
sans wishing to assist in the 
effort are asked to contact 

the United States Catholic 
Conference's local refugee 
officer, James Delaney, (716) 
546-7220. 

ther Salem Faddoul, 467-
8925. 

Lady of Lourdes 
Elmira — T h e re l ig ious 

education committee o f Our 
Lady o f Lourdes Parish is 
sponsoring a Lenten Series 
on Prayer, to begin 7:30 
p . m . , Tuesday, Feb. 21 in the 
C h u r c h . F a t h e r J o h n 
M e r g e n h a g n from Stel la 
Niagara Retreat House at 
Niagara Falls wil present the 
first program. The evening o f 
prayer will introduce people 
to new forms in prayer in
cluding the breathing prayer, 
and prayer o f the imagina
tion. 

St. Cecilia 
The Solo Club will sponsor 

a dance for singles 30 and 
older, 9 p .m. , Feb. 23 at St. 
Cec i l ia ' s Church . Ticket 
price is $3 . 

St Thomas 

Focus on the Eucharist is 
scheduled Feb. 28 at St. 
Thomas the Apost le Rectory 
Chapel, 4530 St. Paul Blvd. 

Evening prayer and rosary 
at 7:30 p .m. will precede the 
Mass celebrated by parish 
priests. A short meditation 
will follow and the evening 
will close with benediction. 
Everyone is welcome. 

St. Patrick 
Seneca Falls — The fifth 

and sixth grade basketball 
team of St. Patrick's School 
will participate in the Angelo 
Capaldi tournament Feb. 23. 
and 24 at St. Patrick's. The 
public is invited t o attend. 
Last weekend, the girls' 
basketball team participated 
in the " G i r l s D i o c e s a n 
Tournament ," also at St. 
Patrick's 

K 
AKE 
ORNER 
482-1133 

1688 CLIFFORD AVE. 
near N. Goodman St. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14609 

Decorated cakes for all occasions, including 
Holy Communion, Confirmation, Baptism, etc. 
We also have a complete line of wedding cakes. 

KAKE KORNER BAKERY 
- Serving the Catholic Diocese of Rochester since 1972 

Visit 
St Jude Shrine 
in Baltimore 
during Lent, 

Thousands visit this Shrine during Lent to seek St. Judes powerful interces
sion. They trust that St. Jude wil l ,help them overcome their various 
problems. Take your problems to St. Jude. the patron saint for hopeless 
causes-attend Solemn Novena Services in his honor starting on Ash Wed
nesday. February 20 (7:45 «fcm.. 12 Noon. 5:45 p.m.. 7:45 p.m.) and on 
Sunday. February 24 (7:45 a.m., 9:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.). Visit the Shrine 
by yourself or with others as a group. Group bus trips are welcome. 
Write or call for your free St. Jude Novena Prayer Booklet. 

St. John the Baptist R.C. Church / St. Jude Shrine 
America's famous Center of St. Jude Devotions 

JOS N. Paca Street, Baltimore. Maryland 21201 
001)615-6026 

Located in the heart of downtown Baltimore, near the world 
famous Lexington Market and die beautiful Harbor Place. 

Shrine Visiting Hour* 
Mon.. Tues., Thurs.. Fti.: 0:40 a.m. to wo p.m. 

Wed.: 6:40 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Sat.: 7:)0a.m. to 4:30p.m. 
Sun.: 7}0am.to2:00p.m.' 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
THOSE WHO WISH TO HAVE ARRANGEMENTS CARRIED OUT IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH THE IDEALS OF THEIR FAITH CAN RELY UPON 
THE FUNERAL DIRECTORS LISTED TO PERFORM THEIR DUTIES WITH 

SYMPATHETIC CARE AND ATTENTION. 

ROCHESTER 
Ashton-Smith 

Funeral Home Inc. 
853 Culver Road 

Rochester, N.Y. 14609 
(716) 482-6260 

Corbett 
Funeral Home, Inc. 
Roger G. Blakeslee 
109 West Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14611 
(716)235-2000 

Younglove-Smith 
Funeral Home 

1511 Dewey Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14615 

(716)458-6200 

IROIMDEQUOIT 
May Funeral Home 
George L. May Jr. 

Raymond L Welch 
2793 Culver Rd. 
(716) 467-7957 

Edward H. Dreier 
Funeral Home Inc. 
Edward H. Dreier 
Alan E. Giltner 

1717 Portland Avenue 
Rochester, N.Y. 14617 

(716) 342-8500 

Sehauman 
Funeral Home Ine. 
Edwin Sulewski 
Joan Michaels 

2100 St. Paul Street 
Rochester, N.Y. 14621 

(716)342-3400 

Paul W. Harris 
Funeral Home Inc. 

570 Kings Highways. 
(corner Titus) 
(716)544-2041 

GREECE PENFIELD 
Younglove-Smith 

Funeral Home 
1511 Dewey Avenue 

Rochester, N.Y. 14615 
(716)458-6200 

Vay,Schleich 
and Meeson 

Funeral Home Inc. 
"Gnoce's Largest and 

Most Complete Facilities" 
2692 Dewey Avenue 
Greece, N.Y. 14616 

(716)663-5827 

Nulton Funeral Home 
Malcolm M. Nulton 
1704 Penfield Road 
Penfleld, N.Y. 14526 

(716)381-3900 


