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Proper Use 
Of Wedding Music 
Adds to Ceremony By John M. Kubiniec 

Liturgical Music 
Consultant 

Office of Liturgy 

Many preparations are 
necessary in trying to make 
the celebration of a wed
ding a memorable and 
meaningful occasion. One 
area which needs careful 
consideration is the music 
which is used during the 
wedding ceremony. 

A wedding is both a 
personal and a public oc
casion. It is personal in that 
two people pledge their love 
and commitment to one 
another, but it is also com
munal in that it is witnessed 
in the presence of a com
munity and effects that 
community. The couple 
pledges their love to one 
another in lasting love just 
as Christ has to his Church. 
This commitment cannot be 
carried out solely dependent 
on the strength of the cou
ple, but also needs support 
of the family and friends 
who have gathered together 
as the Community of Faith, 
which is the Church. In a 
special way during the 
wedding ceremony those 
present pray for God's 
blessing on the union of the 
couple as husband and 
wife. 

The music which is 
chosen to be used before 
and during the wedding 
ceremony should be re
flective of this. It should 
reflect the importance of a 
Christ-centered lifestyle and 
of human love which finds 
its foundation in God's love 
for all of humanity through 
Jesus Christ. 

It is because of this that 
certain selections are en
tirely inappropriate for the 
wedding ceremony. Songs 
such as " E v e r g r e e n , " 
"We've Only Just Begun," 
"Endless Love," and "For 
Your Eyes Only" are not 
appropriate. They in no 
way reflect the communal 
dimension of the Christian 
wedding ceremony, but are 

Music is used within any 
liturgical celebration to 
serve the liturgy. This 
should be kept in mind 
when incorporating music 
into the wedding ceremony. 

instead reflective of a rather 
personalistic view or pre
sent ideas which are con
trary to the Christian idea 
of marriage. 

.Ideas for wedding music 
may come from what a 
couple has heard at another 
wedding or what their 
parents may like. While 
some good ideas might 
come from here, one should 
not confine one's choice of 
wedding music to those 
sources. Couples should 
consult with musicians in 
their parish. They should be 
able to help in choosing 
music which is appropriate 
for the wedding ceremony. 

There are a number of 
songs which speak of the 
communal aspect of the 
wedding ceremony which 
are very appropriate. To 
find them, one should begin 
looking at some of the 
music which is used for the 
Sunday celebration of the 
Eucharist. There are also a 
number of other songs 
which have been specifically 
written for the wedding .cer
emony which can help in 
making it a memorable, 
meaningful and prayful 
occasion. 

Music is used within any 
liturgical celebration to 
serve the liturgy. This 
should be kept in mind 
when incorporating music 
into the wedding ceremony. 
Music should not hold up 
the action which is taking 
place, but should aid in 
adding meaning to the texts 
and to help the action flow 
more smoothly. 

It is customary for a 
soloist to be used for the 
ceremony. If this is the case 
he or she should not take 
away from those gathered, 

-the role that is proper to 
them. All those present 
should be able to join in the 
Holy, Holy, Eucharistic 
Acclamation, Amen, and 
the alleluia before the Gos
pel. A soloist should never, 
under any circumstance, 
sing the Our Father alone! 
The entire assembly is to 
take part in the praying of 
the Our Father. The soloist 
c o u l d s i n g a f e w 
appropriate selections as 
the people are arriving. 
During the Liturgy the 
soloist could also sing a 
selection during the Pre
paration of the Gifts, and 
lead those gathered in the 
Responsorial Psalm and the 
various acclamations. 

The key to having a 
memorab le , meaningful 
and prayerful wedding is to 
begin planning early. A 
meet ing, two or three 
months prior to the wed
ding between the musician 
of the parish and the couple 
would be beneficial. It 
would aid in clarifying what 

. the parish policy might be 
in regard to wedding music, 
what the policy is regarding 
payment of the musicians, 
and what the policy might 
be in regards to bringing in 
musicians who are not on 
the parish staff. It would 
also give the couple ample 
time to decide on the music 
which will be used at the 
wedding ceremony. 

Commitment to Love 
By Margaret DeMeo 

Director 
Family Life Office 

Many things are impor
tant when you talk about a 
fulfilled life as a married 
couple. As a Christian I 
find I return again and 
again to the basic com
mitment. When Ray and I 
married, we promised to 
love, honor and obey until 
death do us part. We were 
very much in love and those 
words seemed easy to say. 
All of us who have been 
married for a period of time 

know that our relationship 
is the source of incredible 
joy and intense pain. As an 
individual and as a couple 
we are growing and chang
ing. Marriage is a continu
ous process. 

What does this com
mitment mean? We can 
look to scripture to study 
the convenant relationship 
that God has promised His 
people. He will be our God. 
He has chosen us to love for 
all time, unconditionally! 
Commitment is ajpromise 
to love. We will not feel 
love all the time, nor will we 
b e . Joying,. .A. .CMsJ iaA. 

commitment flows first out 
of a relationship to Jesus. 
As I come to know and 
experience His love and 
healing, I am capable of 
extending that love to my 
husband and he to me. It 
isn't an obligation to en
dure each other to death. It 
is a promise to grow in love 
first with our God and then 
with each other. It is a 
promise to pray for and 
support each other in all of 
our struggles. It is a pro
mise to help each other to 
grow in our God giveiL 
talents in service to our 
fellow man. It is a promise 
to work at our relationship. 

to risk the pain of conflict 
and disagreements, to risk 
sharing all of who I am. If is 
a promise to forgive and 
ask forgiveness. We are 
human and need the healing 
of the Lord through recon
ciliation. 

Our commitment pro
vides the security, the 
nourishment, the soil in 
which this growth takes 
place. I have a direction for 
my life. My priorities are in 
order. I freely choose to 
love each day. I cherish the -
Faithfulness of my God to 
hold us in the palm of His 
hand. 
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INVITE CHEESY EDDIE'S TO YOUR WEDDING 
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A sweet-talking guest: cheesecake in tiers to serve 30 to 300 

Choose from 16 flavors, decorated to order with cheesecake 
piping and rose garlands, fresh or silk flowers, 

even champagne-glass pillars. 

Pastry trays too: Fine continental confections, 
classic American sweets. 

CHEESY EDDIE'S wedding cakes: luxurious, unusual, 
and very beautiful 

602 South Avenue 
(Corner of Averill) 

Rochester, N.Y. 14620 

(716) 473^300 
Open 7 Days 
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INVITATIONS 
A large selection of professional wedding 
Stationery at prices you can afford! 
• Personal Service • Anniversaries 
• Accessories • Announcements 

BANNERS 
Custom banners for all occasions in a 
variety of styles and colors at prices to fit ^ 
any budget. Graphics too! 
• Weddings • Bazaars • Craft Shows 
• Parties • Festivals • Homecomings 

POSTERS/SIGNS 
Be creative! Save time and money by 
designing your own signs or posters with 
our unique printing system. 
• Promotional Signs • Garage Sale Signs 
• Business Signs • "Just Married" Signs 

CARDS 
Create a card for any occasion! Combine 
your ideas with our wide selection of 
graphics and color paper. 
• Greetings Cards • Holiday Cards 
• Invitations • Announcements 

LOWEST PRICES IN TOWN • FREE ESTIMATES 

Phone: 
271-4940 
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