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Getting Married 
in New York State 

MARRIAGE LICENSE 
Where to get one: 

A couple who intends to 
be married in New VorK 
State must apply in person 
for a marriage license to 
an> town or city clerk in the 
state. The application for 
such- a license ^must be 
signed onh by the bride and 
groom, if both are 18 \ears 
ol age or older. 

City Clerk's Office, Km-. 
300 A Cit> Hall. Rochester, 
N. Y. is open 9-4:45 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. 
Validity: 

A marriage license is 
valid for 60 days from_the 
date it was issued. Howev­
er, the marriage ceremony 
may not take place within 3 
days from the date on 
w h i c h e i t h e r , b l o o d 
specimen was taken or 
within 24 hours from the 
time that the license was 
issued, whichever is later. 

It is noteworthy that the 
day on uhich the blood is 
drawn does not' count as 

. one of the 3 days. For 
example,, if either blood 
specimen was drawn on 
April 1, the earliest the 
marriage ceremony could 

.occur would be 12:01 a.m. 
on April 5. 

When both parties are 16 
years of age or older, the 
3-day a n d / o r 24-hour 
waiting periods may be 
waived by an order of a 
justice of the Supreme 
Court or a judge of the 
County Court in which ei­
ther the bride or groom 
resides. If either person is 
under 16 years of age, the 
order must be from the 
Family Court judge of the 
county in which the bride or 
groom resides. 
Cost: 

The fee is $5 for the 
license and up to $5 for the 
Certificate of Marriage 
Registration. The latter is 
automatically sent by the 
clerk to the applicants 
within 15 days after the 
completed license is re­
turned by the officiant, and 
serves as notice that a re­
cord of their marriage is on 
file. 

PREMARITAL EXAM 
Upon application, the 

clerk will require from each 
app l i can t a s t a t emen t 
signed by a licensed physi­
cian or a commissioned 
medical officer of the 
Armed Forces or the U.S. 
Public Health Service. The 
statement must indicate 
that on the basis of an 
examination and blood test, 
the applicant is not infected 
with syphilis or, if infected, 
is not in a communicable 
stage. 

The statement, form 
VS-77M, is usually pro­
vided to physicians by the 
laboratory performing the 
blood test. The applicants 
obtain their respective 
statements from the physi­
cian when the results of the 
blood test are returned by 
the laboratory. 

A premarital examina­
tion report is valid for 30 
days from the date on 
which the examination and 
blood test are made. 

An examinat ion and 
blood test are not required 
when a couple who is al­
ready legally married needs 
a license for the purpose of 
a second or subsequent cer­
emony. 

The provisions of the 
premarital examination and 
blood test may be modified 
or waived when both the 
bride and groom are 16 
years of age or older by an 
order of a justice of the 

Supreme Court or a judge 
of the County Court in 
which either applicant re­
sides. If either the bride or 
groom is under 16 years of 
age, the order must be from 
the Family Court judge of 
the county in which either 
applicant under 16 years of 
age resides. In the latter 
case, the court requires the 
consent of at least one 
parent for any person under 
16 vears of age. 

WHO CAN 
GET MARRIED? 

Age Restrictions: 
A person may be required 

to submit documentary 
proof of age in the form of 
a birth certificate, bap-, 
tismal record, passport, 
driver's license, employ­
ment certificate, school re­
cord, immigration record, 
naturalization record or 
court record. No other type 
of proof, such as a state­
ment by parents, may be 
accepted. 
Special Requirements: 

There are special re­
quirements for issuing a 
marriage license to minors; 
• If either applicant is 
under 14 years of age, a 
marriage license cannot be 
issued; 
• If either applicant is 14 
or 15 years of age, such 
applicant(s) must present 
the written approval and 
consent of a justice of the 
Supreme Court or a judge 
of the Family Court having 
jurisdiction over the town 
or city in which the 
application is made; 
• If either applicant is 16 
or 17" years of age, such 
applicant(s) must present 
the written consent of both 
parents; or, 
• If both applicants are 18 
years of age or older, no 
consents are required. 

One parent alone may 
consent to a minor's mar­
riage if: a) the other parent 
has been missing for one 
year preceding the applica­
tion; b) .the parents have 
been divorced and the con­
senting parent was given 
full custody of the child 
when the divorce decree was 
awarded; or c) the other 
parent has been judged in­
competent. 

Parents, guardians or 
other persons consenting to 
the marriage of a minor 
must personally appear and 
acknowledge or execute, 
their consent before the 
town or city clerk or some 
other authorized official. If 
the affidavit is made before 
an official outside of the 
State of New York, it must 
be accompanied by a certif­
icate of authentication 
when the consent is filed in 
New York State, 
Familial Restrictions 

A marriage may not take 
place in New York State 
between an ancestor and 
descendant, a brother, and 
sister (full or half-blood), 
an uncle and niece or an 
aunt and nephew, regard­
less of whether or not these 
persons are legitimate or 
illegitimate offspring. 
IF YOU'VE BEEN MAR­

RIED BEFORE 
Information regarding 

previous marriages must be 
furnished in the application 
for a marriage license. This 
includes whether the former 
spouse or spouses are liv­
ing, and . whether the 
applicants are divorced 
persons and, if so, when, 
where and against whom 
the divorce or divorces were 
granted. A certified copy of 
the Decree of Divorce or a 
Certificate of Dissolution 
of Marriage issued by a 
county clerk may be re­
quired by the clerk issuing 
the marriage license. 

THE CEREMONY 
To be valid, a marriage 

must be conducted by one 
of the individuals specified 
in Section 11 of the 
Domestic Relations Law. 
Further information con­
cerning who may perform a 
marriage ceremony is avail­
able from the clerk. 

The marriage certificate 
must be signed by the offi­
ciant and at least one wit­
ness. 

Within 5 days of the 
marriage, the officiant must 
forward the marriage certif­
icate to the town or city 
clerk who issued the license. 
If there was a court order 
authorizing an immediate 
ceremony, it must also be 
sent to the clerk. 

Friendship: A Key 
Ingredient For a Happy 
Successful Marriage 
By Denie & Dee Stemmle 

and Fr. John Murray, CSB 
Diocesan Coordinators 

Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter 

What is the magic button 
that makes a marriage 
work? Many articles have 
been .written on things nec­
essary for a good marriage. 
Most suggest the im­
portance of communica­
tion, self-actualization, re­
spect, trust, mutual respon­
sibility, freedom to be 
yourself, etc. Many people 
contemplating marriage are 
troubled over how to de­
termine if these things will 
characterize his/her future 
relationship with the in­
tended. 

Perhaps the best way to 
find out is to ask "Is the 
person 1 am about to marry 
my best friend? Is he/she 
the first person I in­
stinctively turn to when I'm 
troubled, afraid, or full'of 
doubts? Do I really like this 
person I'm about to marry? 
Would I want to be friends 
with this person even if we 
had never become roman­
tically involved?" 

These are not naive ques­
tions with obvioius an­
swers. If one cannot trust 
a n o t h e r h u m a n be ing 
enough to confide in them 
before marriage, then that 
situation is not likely to 

iMarriage is a sacrament of 
t h e m o s t i n t i m a t e 
friendship. And . like any 
other friendship, marriage 
is first and foremost a 
relationship between two 
people who value and 
cherish each other as 
persons.' 

change after marriage or 
because of marriage. A 
crucial question is "do I 
have trouble accepting this 
person's fundamental per­
sonality - the way he/she 
views life and the people 
around them, the personal 
habits of neatness or dis­
order, honesty or shading 
the truth, meticulousness or 
laid back/easy going, e tc?" 
Marriage will not make 
such personal differences 
more palatable. 

Marriage is a sacrament 
of the mos t i n t i m a t e 
friendship. And like any 
other friendship, marriage 
is first and foremost a rela­
tionship between two peo­
ple who value and cherish 

each other as persons. This 
evolves into a lifetime of 
building up and enriching 
each o t h e r . M a r r i a g e 
should be two friends look­
ing at each other with clear, 
unclouded eyes and saying 
"You may be a crazy 
mixed-up kid, but I like you 
just the way you are. I like 
not only what you do and 
who you are, but also I like 
what you try to do even if 
you don't always succeed. 
And more importantly, I 
like the you you want to be 
and try to be . " 

This kind of friendship is 
the magic button that 
makes it work. "Happily 
ever after" seldom happens 
without it. 

Imagination Makes Gift Giving Fun 
Enhance the bride and 

groom's romantic ambience 
of t hose ear ly m o n t h s 
together by giving gifts 
appropriate for just the two 
of them: silverplated cognac 
cups with engraved initials, 
china Irish coffee cups with 
silverplated holders or conti­
nental champagne glasses. 

To add character to the gift 
include a celebrated bottle of 
cognac or champagne or a 
recipe for Irish coffee. 

Another way to make a 
wedding gift memorable is to 
present it in an unforgettable 
manner. A tall bell-shaped 
full-lead crystal vase may 
look beautiful displayed in a 
tissue-filled box, but imagine 
the dazzle of the vase filled 
with colorful and exotic 
fresh-cut flowers. 

Have the vase filled with 
flowers and delivered to the 
bride the day before the 
wedding. Or have it sent to 

the couple's new home upon 
return from the honeymoon 
as a combination wed-
ding/housewarming gift. 

Another approach is to 
invite the couple to a pre-
wedding party and serve 
drinks with congratulatory 
toasts from a crystal decanter 
with matching barware. Then 
later, present them with the 
set as a reminder of a special 
evening spent with special 
friends. 

SV Wcddiijg 
Gift 

INVITATIONS, STATIONERY, NAPKINS a n d ACCESSORIES 
S o m e t h i n g for every taste a n d b u d g e t f rom sweep, r o m a n t i c invitations to b o l d l y d r a m a t i c des igns 
in d e e p , r ich colors. We've a n a r r a y of styles, a r a i n b o w of co lor a n d endless Ideas. S o m e Creat ive &. 
daring Others elegantly traditional — we have just what you'r© looking for. 

• huge discounts • friendly, helpful people 
• even a "shop-at-home" service — borrow a 

— book a n d leisurely browse w i th f i a n c e & family. 

Call for FREE "Helpful Wedding Hinls" brochure Other valuable wedding discounts at time of order. 

^3PyRITE^gihRPKISbS 

Webster 
36 E. Main St. 
in the Village 

265-1300 

DESIGNERS & PRINTERS 

Greece 
2200 W. Sidgc Sd. 

Opp. Greece Townc Mall 
22T-8268 

Henrtetta/flrignlon 
Call for details 
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