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St. Vincent Church Notes 
100th Anniversary with 
Host of Events, Programs 

Churchvi l le —=- Par ishioners of St. Vincent De Paul 
Church are celebrating the 100th anniversary of their 
church building with a host of activities and special events . 

A parish Lenten renewal will open with a p rogram o n 
reconciliation led by Father Chris topher Heller, director of 
liturgy for the diocese of Rockville Centre on Long Island. 

Father Heller will speak at a special Fr iday evening 
liturgy, F e b . 22 . Present at the event will be members of 

the churches of the In ter -Church Counci l , w h o also will 
babysit par ishioners ' children. The af ternoon following, 
ne ighborhood sharing groups will meet for discussion. The 
day will close with Evening Prayer and the 6 p . m . Mass . 

Also speaking in the renewal p rogram will be Father 
J o h n Dargan , pas tor of St. Vincent dePaul Par ish in 
Newpor t News, Va. Father Dargan will address the topic 

FatherHcHer of mission on March 15 and 16. 

In a different vein, the choir of the parish has commissioned two composers , 
Michael Joncas and C. Alexander Peloquin , to write music which will be 
dedicated to the parish in honor of the 100th anniversary. 

The composi t ion by Peloquin will be performed for the first t ime at the Easter 
Vigil. It is written for choir, congregation, handbells , brass choir and tympani . It 
will be performed again at a diocesan mass for all neophytes , scheduled for April 
2 1 , with Bishop Mat thew H . Clark presiding. 

Also on the agenda is a music festival July 20 with guest composer and 
conductor Leon Rober ts , music director of St. August ine 's in Washington , D . C . 

The parish will celebrate a Homecoming Weekend with a parish picnic, July 21 
at Churchville Pa rk . 

Plans are also_being made to have a Latin Mass at St. Feehans, now located at 
Genesee Count ry Museum. 

Fr. Albert 
Shamon 

Word for Sunday 

The Cure 
Of Leprosy 

Sunday's Readings:-(R3) 
&fk. 1:40-45. (Rl) Lv. 
13:1-2, 45-46. (R2) 1 Cor. 
10-31-11:1. 

One thing that really gets 
to rne is pictures of lepers. 
The sickening sights distress 
and sadden me. I find it 
hard to eat or be happy in 
the face of such suffering. 

Leprosy has always been 
a dreaded disease. It does 
two things', ruptures human 
relationships and ravishes 
the human body. As far 
back as the days of Moses, 
the leper was banished from 
the fellowship of men — 
" h e shall dwell apart , 
making his abode outside 
the camp." It is a tribute to 
the approachableness of 
Jesus that the leper in 
Sunday's gospel felt he 
could break the Law and go 
to Him. 

Dr. Kato in "The Lepro
sy Relief" describes how 
difficult it was for him to 
get to the leper colony of 
babad inka in Senegal, 
Africa in 1976. Then he 
noted the frightful ravishes 
of the disease. Nodular lep
rosy, for instance, so de
faces a man that he looks 
like, a lion or a satyr. "A 
blind man approached us , " 
he wrote. " In place of his 
eyes some cloudy spots 
showed, the results of. lep
rosy or trahoma... When I 
shook hands, I grasped 
mutilated hands without 
fingers... Nearly all the 
men and women there were 
limping and a look at their 
legs showed that most feet 
were bandaged in leaves or 
some kind of dirty cloth. 
All these people were suf
fering from plantar ulcers 
so characteristic for leprosy 
and i n c a p a c i t a t i n g to 
walk... There was just 
Hell!" 

The Response in Sun

day's liturgy teaches us to 
see leprosy as the symbol of 
sin, and confession of sin as 
the cure. 

The sight of the leper is 
loathesome, so is sin to 
God. 

The leper himself is 
tormented with scab, sore, 
pustule. Sin torments the 
heart of man. "Many sor
rows has the wicked." 

Lepers are banished from 
society. Sin alienates man 
from other men and from 
God. 

In the Gospel, there was 
one cure for leprosy — 
Jesus! "A leper approached 
Jesus and addressed him: 
'If you will do so, you can 
cure m e . ' " 

Jesus not only touched 
him, but revealed His 
feeligs sabout men's dis
eases. "1 do will it — 1 do 
not will disease and death. 
Be cured." The man was, 
instantly. 

This same power of the 
touch and words of Jesus is. 
present in the words and 
actions of every sacrament. 

When we contract the 
leprosy of sin, we can turn 
to Jesus and tell Him we are 
sorry and He will forgive 
us. But normally, that is not 
enough; in addition, we 
must avail ourselves of the 
sacrament of reconciliation. 
Jesus told the leper to go 
and present himself to the 
priest. 

For the forgiveness of 
sin, go to God — yes. But it 
is commanded also by-Jesus 
that we go to confession — 
auricular , private con
fession to a priest! "Go off 
and present yourself to the 
priest." 

Why? Because love is 
blind; and the blindest of all 
loves is self-love. And just 
as one cannot see his own 
face without a mirror, so we 
cannot really see ourselves 
as we are unless we look in 
the mirror of confession. 
Who is judged by himself 
has a fool for a judge. 

Fr. Firpo 
Continued front Page 1 

Bausch has been appointed as 
the first executive director of 
the Genesee Valley Region. 
Father Bausch is currently 
executive director of the 
Southern Tier Office of 
Social Ministry. 

"Social Minis t ry" de
scribes the work of believers 
in the world. Christ has 
called us to transform this 
earth through our love, 
work, celebration and-learn
ing. As an explicitly orga
n i z e d c o m m u n i t y , t he 
Diocese of Rochester is 
engaged in this ministry 
through Catholic Charities 
(human care), Justice and 
Peace, and pastoral care for 
institutions (Chaplaincy). 
The renewal of the Division 
of Social Ministry will allow 
the three regions to have 
common and compatible 
programs and pastoral plan
ning in each of the three 
areas. 

Working with Father Firpo 
will be associate directors for 
each of the three departments 
— Catholic Charities, Justice 
and Peace, and Chaplaincy. 
Each region's administration 
will also use this model — a 
regional executive director 
will work with a ' regional 
director for each of the three 
elements. 

Father Firpo, ordained in 
March 1977, spent four years 
at St. Mary Our Mother in 
Horseheads, and the summer 
of 1982 at the diocesan 
mission in Mexico, before 
attending Catholic University 
in Washington, D.C. Father 
Firpo holds Master of Arts 
degrees in Sacramental The
ology and Sociology, and is 
currently pursuing a Ph.D. in 
Sociology. Born and raised in 
Rochester, his home parish is 
St. Pius Tenth. 

"The roots of the Social 
Ministry Division in our 
diocese reach back to the 
beginning of Catholic Chari
ties in 1917. Since then, many 
people have played an im
portant role in fashioning the 
charac te r of the social 
ministry of the Church. It is 
my hope that we will con
tinue to create our future in 

the same responsible, col-
Iegial and grace-filled way," 
said Father Firpo. 

Rochester 
Resident 
Takes 
Sudan 
Post 

Paul Giahnone will trade 
Rochester's artic cold for 
Sahara sand and heat when 
he begins a six-month posi
tion in February as an 
emergency relief coordinator 
in Sudan for the League of 
Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies.-

Giannone's work in refu
gee relief has included service 
as public health advisor in 
Vietnam for the 29th Civil 
Affairs Company of the US 
Army; as health specialist in 
Ahwaz, Iran for the Universi
ty of Teheran; health educa
tor for Project Concern In
ternational in North Sul
awesi, Indonesia; project 
director/deputy director for 
International Catholic Mi
g r a t i o n C o m m i s s i o n in 
Singapore and Sudan; and 
r e f u g e e r e s e t t l e m e n t 
coordinator for Lutheran 
Services for Refugees in 
Rochester. 

Giannone is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Glen Eaton of 
Auburn, N. Y. 

Meeting Scheduled 
St. Patrick's Fraternity of 

the Secular Franciscan Order 
will meet for novice instruc
tion at 1:15 p.m., Sunday, 
Feb. 17 at Aquinas Institute, 
1127 Dewey Ave. Recitation 
of the rosary will begin at 
1:30 p.m. with Mass at 2 
p.m. Visitors are welcome. 

I Can Help You... 1 
• Lose 10 to 29 lbs. in 

1 month 

j-yj • Lose inches 
w/o exercising 

6L. Call: Lois at 872-4660 or 223-4444 

Control your intake with 
Herbs, Vitamins 
& Minerals 

100% GUARANTEED 

THOUGHTS TO CONSIDER 

EDWIN SULEWSKI 
FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

Why is there such an emphasis on death and grief today? 
there have been great advances in medical 
science which have removed death from the 
daily lives of most Americans. Because of this 
we are generally unfamiliar with death and 
grief. We are fortunate that our experience with 
death has lessened, but nevertheless it's im
portant to learn about the things we can do to 
help ourselves and friends. Making wills and 
understanding how to help our grieving friends 
will help us cope better when the stress of a 
death comes into our lives. Avoiding death by 
ignoring it, by not making wills or by not go
ing to funerals or visitations is a denial of 
reality! 

SCHAUMAN FUNERAL 
2100 St. Paul St. u f % n j | c 342-3400 

In 
Rochester, 
Fisher grads 
succeed — 
here's why 
J o h n A . P a l v i n o ' 5 5 
E x e c u t i v e V i c e P r e s i d e n t 
a n d G e n e r a l M a n a g e r 
W V O R - F M 1 0 0 

"I k n o w the Roches te r 
community and I know Fisher 
graduates are involved in 
Rochester. I see them every 
day in government, industry, 
banking and finance, the non
profit sector, education, the 
health field and a s colleagues 
in the media. Fisher graduates 
have m a d e an impressive 
impact on our community." 

F i s h e r g r a d s c o m e from c h a l l e n g e s academic p r o g r a m s 
and a re ready for the complex d e m a n d s of the work 
world. 

F i s h e r g r a d s have confidence b e c a u s e they receive 
encou ragemen t a n d suppor t from their first interview 
through graduat ion from a caring staff of t rained 
counse lo rs and s u p e r b faculty advisors . 

When you choose a college, choose the one that will help you 
prepare for life and prepare for living. 

So Much. So Close. 
Come.. .see for yourself. 
C a l l o r w r i t e : ( 7 1 6 ) 3 8 5 - 8 0 6 4 

^mmmmm Admissions Office 
• K T I B St. J o h n Fisher College 

I W H f 3690 East Ave. 
^ 3 T Roches te r , N.Y. 14618 

St John Fisher College admits students vwthout regard to race, color, creed, and 
national or ethnic origin, or handicap. 


