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A little

By Katharine Bird
NC News Service

When it comes to directing
retreats for the homeless and the
poor “‘our aim is to address peo-
ple where they are — to be open
and hospitable,’’ said Ursuline
Sister Elinor Shea.

**We provide an oasis, an at-
mosphere of peace’’ for peopie
used to crowded conditions and a
hectic pace of life, she added.

Sister Shea was talking about
her work at The Little Portion, a
retreat house opened in 1982 dur-
ing the 800th anniversary of the
birth of St. Francis of Assisi. It is
in the South Bronx, an
economically depressed area of
New York City.

Sister Shea explained that the
retreats are offered without charge
to the poor to complement other
efforts for the hungry and
homeless. **We work most direct-
ly with people in the area, as well
as those who minister to them,™”
she said. - A

Volunteers cook and. clean at
The Little Portion so.that the
guests have time to *‘experience
God's care for them,"’ Sister Shea
said. #

The poor, she commented,
‘‘often have a rich deep faith in
God and God's providence" that
they share with the staff persons

at the retreat house.

| Models

By Father John Castelot -
NC News Service

For almost three centuries the
first Christians lived as small,
close-knit groups. They were able
— in fact they were forced — to
meet in each other’'s homes for
worship and mutual support. They
knew each other, loved each
other, saw to each other’s
spiritual and material needs.

And they put themselves at the
disposal of the group. Thus Paul
could remind his converts at -
Corinth: )

**“To each person the manifesta-
tion of the Spirit is given for the
common good...The body is one
and has many members, but all
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the members, many though they :
are, are one body; and so it is

with Christ...If one member suf- §
fers, all the members suffer with

e

it; if one member is honored, all 1

the members share his joy."’ (1
Cor. 12:7, 12, 26-27).

This cohesiveness made for a
vital experience of Christian living
within the group. It also exerted a ,
powerful influence on those out- :
side the group, who could not ‘
" help noticing the love, the joy
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