GOURIER-JOURNAL

Wednesday, February 6,1985

£

Pope Orders Vatican Rewrite Carmelite Constitution
V»tk«naty(NO-Pope
John Paul II has ordered the
Vatican Congregation for
Religious and Secular Institutes to draw up constitutions for the more than 600
cloistered Discalced
Carmelite monasteries
throughout the world.

A congregation official
said the new documents will
be modeled on a 16th-century
constitution rather than a
post-Vatican II model which
has been preferred by most of
the cloistered Carmelites.
The wishes of the majority
will be considered, he said.
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Called
To Preach
We have looked at an
overview of preaching; not
just words spoken but living
witness to the Word. We
have seen some instances
where preaching is done by
ordained and non-ordained
as well (Liturgy of the
Hours, prayer services,
-Eucharistic devotions, etc.).
This week, we will look at
preaching during a
Eucharistic celebration: the
homily.
The primary focus of the
homily is the Word of God
which has just been proclaimed. The readings
which are designated for a
particular Sunday are the
primary source o f any
preaching done during the
homily. When we speak of
homily," the American
bishops remark: "...the
very meaning (of the homily) flows from the Scriptures which are read at that
liturgical celebration, or
more broadly, from the
Scriptures which undergrid
its prayers and actions, and
it enables the congregation
to participate in the celebration with faith." (Fulfilled
In Your Hearing, p. 17) The
entire liturgy surrounds
these readings.
Sometimes I think this is
not understood. I guess
some people think that the
prayers for the liturgy come
from one book, t h e
readings from another
book, and anything else
from a third book. While a
number of books may be
used during a liturgy, only
three are necessary - the
sacramentary, lectionary
and hymnal - and these
have all been synchronized.
The prayers of the liturgy
are meant to flow from the
Scripture proclaimed. The
preface is to be appropriate
to the readings. Music
should be chosen after
reading the Scripture for
the celebration- When
planning liturgy, the entire
celebration should be
overviewed from the Scriptural point of view. Does it
come as any surprise, then,
that the homily becomes the
focal point of the entire
celebration?
The homily is meant to
open the wonders of God's
living Word to those who
listen. It is meant to make
the timeless message of the
Bible speak and live for all
believers. Within the liturgy
it is meant to explain the
Scripture and to lead the
faithful into the celebration
of the Liturgy o f the
Eucharist. Its importance
cannot be underestimated.
The person who homilizes
must see this time as one of
importance requiring
prayer and preparation.
The connection between
the Liturgy of the Word
and the Liturgy of the
.Eucharist is obvious, and
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gives a basis for the presider
of the Liturgy of the Word
to be the presider o f the
Liturgy of the Eucharist.
The one who would open
the Word would also be the
one who breaks and shares
the Eucharist. Thus, we are
helped to understand canon
767.1 which indicates that:
"...among the forms of
preaching the homily is preeminent; it is part of the
liturgy itself and is reserved
to a priest or deacon."
Does this necessarily restrict

others from preaching?

I think not. The normal
preacher at the Eucharistic
celebration should be the
presider. Many of us know,
however, of occasions when
someone other than the
presider has spoken to the
assembly during the homily
time. Most of us have been
p r e s e n t w h e n certain
missionaries (ordained and
non-ordained) have spoken
about their work, requesting support for its continuance. At other times, parish
leaders have been given the
opportunity to present certain important issues to the
congregation. These times
are exceptions since they
take away from the real
purpose of the homily (i.e.
the opening up o f God's
Word to God's people).
Does it not follow, nevertheless, that at times someone might be asked to reflect upon a certain aspect
of Scripture? Someone who
is not the presider? It would
seem consistent with the
canon law to understand
that the normal homilist is
the presider, however, a
preacher may substitute-for
a good pastoral reason.
These reasons would be
determined by the local pastoral team.
In the area of collegiality
of ministry, there is the
possibility of joint preaching or co-preaching (ordained and non-ordained).
The two responsible for this
joint homily must plan in
advance and together. How
the message of Scripture
might unfold and the
various options, available
for delivery must be investigated before a final
homily is prepared. Such
experiences would be
healthy for everyone, the
preacher and assembly
alike.
Because of the deep importance the community
associates with preaching,
the preacher must b e
trained. Pastors have a responsibility to recognize
and call forth those gifts
and talents which would
enrich the worshipping
community. These gifts
must be shared in effective
ways and this requires
training. It is important
that all who speak whether
at the Eucharistic celebration or other liturgical times
be prepared adequately.
Next week, we'll look at
other times for preaching.

TAX PREPARATION

Joseph D. Mantione
Accountant

LONG FORM SPECIAL*

AQ Team
Unbeaten
The Aquinas bowling
team, under the direction of
coach Jim Scarfia, is undefeated so far this year in
the C i t y - C a t h o l i c I n terscholastic League.
Chris Freemesser, a sophomore, bowled a 548 twogame series and a 290 high
game, both setting league
records.
Other members of the team
are Steve Gerken, Todd
O'Mara, Pat O'Mara, Dave
Abruzzese, Gerald Johnson,
Andy-JUlocco and Steve
Whelan.

Fine Restaurant Quality.
If you and your family enjoy
a delicious ravioli dinner
at a favorite Italian
restaurant, now you can
prepare this popular dish at
home. Try Rosetto Italian-style raviolis
for lunch, dinner or a snack anytime.
They're cooked and frozen... so heating
time is 5 minutes or less. Add your own
sauce or butter, and you'll have a satisfying,
yet surprisingly low-cost meal.
Look for Rosetto beef, cheese and sausage
raviolis in your grocer's frozen food section.

25'Off
Rosetto

Epilepsy Meeting
Newark — The Epilepsy
A s s o c i a t i o n o f Greater
Rochester will hold a general
information meeting, 7 p.m.,
Monday, Feb. 4 at the Alex
Eligh Community Center.
Admission is free and the
interested publicis invited.

Raviolis

30 oz. bag of 50.
[—

Save Money,
Buy
—» ouy a Package
racKBge Today!
looayi

DEALER: Rosetto Foods will
redeem this coupon at 10
White St, Rochester, NY
14608 for 25e plus 8«
handling, provided coupon
is taken in exchange for a
package of frozen Rosetto
precooked raviolis, in
accordance with terms of
our agreement Cash value
l / 2 0 t h of a cent This
coupon void where taxed,
prohibited or restricted by
law.
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