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This program is not just an ex

ample of personal kindness by 
staff members, as important as 
that is in the church. It also 
represents an at tempt to realize a 
goal the bishops of die United 
States established several years ago 
in their, VPlan of Pastoral Action 
for Family Ministry." They said 
that assisting "hurt ing families" 
should be a goal of the U.S. 
church. 

Trying to ease the pain of these 
couples' hurts is part of my work 
as a priest. My conscience requires 
that I respond to them as sen
sitively" as my own limitations 
permit. 

But as a priest I do not work 
only out of my o w n conscience, 
basic as that is. I also have a 
public role in the church, and in 
this program I put that to best 
use 

First. I was teaching, correcting 
the misapprehensions of people 
who are members of the church 
because they are baptized. That 
baptism is enduring regardless of 
the canonical quality of their 
marriages. 

I was also trying to implement a 
goal of the bishops and our own 
diocese — developing a sense of 

reconciliation with couples w ho 
feel estranged from the church. 

And for couples who can and do 
choose to make use of it I was ex
plaining the procedures of church 
marriage tribunals, a service used 
by approximately 50,000 U.S. 
couples each year. 

My ministry comes from a" com
bination of personal strengths and 
idealism, institutional roles and 
expectations, community support 
and public need. It is impeded by 
failings, single and collective, 
publicland private. 

But in a world as needy as ours 
we have to go beyond those 
failures to be as effective as we 
can. 

(Father O'Rourke is associate 
director of the Family Life Office 
in the Diocese of Oakland. Calif), 
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ture what is in the deep recesses 
of their hear ts ," Father Solle says. 

"They want you to feel what 
they feel and t o know what 
they're thinking but have never 
expressed, and put it, reverently, 
in the language of the day. All in 
25 words or less," he adds. 

"But the heart of the priesthood 
is in celebrating the Eucharist, 
preaching the word and forgiving 
sins," responds Father Dover. "All 
the rest is really non-essential." 

My experience is that if Mass, 
preaching and forgiving are not 
related to human lives, they miss 
hitting the human struggle and fall 
on deaf ears ," Father Solle 
counters. "That ' s why God 
became human — to redeem us by 
participating in our struggles, 
loneliness and t r iumphs." 

"A priest has certain respon
sibilities because he is ordained," 
says Father Dover. "Priesthood 
does make us different, Miguel." 

"But only in our role in the 
faith community, Jerry ," Father 
Solle reflects. " W e are brothers to 
all people. All people are called by 
God to be holy and true to their 
vocations. We are no holier than 
anyone else ." 

"But people expect us to be 
authentic leaders in holiness. If 
we ' re not that, well, anyone could 

do what w e do,", says Father 
Dover. 

"Aren' t you reducing a vocation 
to a stereotype again, Jerry?" asks 
Father Solle. 

"Maybe, Miguel. But I don ' t see 
it that way. I like to think I 'm 
nailing.down my o w n identity," 
his friend answers. 

(Father Sherry is director of the 
U.S. bishops' Committee on 
Priestly Formation.) 
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"I personally feel priests 
should start telling the stories of 
their ministry," Father Eugene 
Hemrick was saying in a recent 
interview. He meant that there is 
a need for accounts to be heard 
of the work priests carry out and 
the value they see in their lives. 

Personal stories about what the 
priesthood means in action will 
help to bring into view the 
operative forces within the 
priesthood, Father Hemrick feels. 
Won ' t this foster understanding 
of the driving forces in die lives 
of priests? he asked. 

In fact, that word 'unde r s t and -
ing" is baste to what Father 
Hemrick has in mind. As he ex
plains it, a priest can state that 
he sees his priesthood as 
something " g o o d . " But storytell
ing about the priesthood in ac
tion enables others to see wha t 
the w o r d " g o o d " means in this 
case. 

Much is writ ten in today's 
church about the value of 
storytelling among the church 's 
people. 
* —This is a way for Christians 

to reveal the significance they 
see in the events and 
developments of their own lives. 

—It is way of pointing to the 
concrete action of God in one 's 
life; it helps bring to life the 
Christian's many references to 

1. There are as many stories 
about vocations as there are peo
ple w h o tell them, says Father 
Robert Sherry in an interview 
this week with Katharine Bird. 
What does he mean? 

2. Do you think it is important 
for lay people and priests to 
share the stories of their voca
tions with each other? Why? 

3. How does anyone discover 
what his or her vocation is? 
Does the message come like a 
thunderbolt — suddenly and in 
an absolutely clear way? 

4. Every vocation seems to re
quire some kind of commitment. 
Do you think it is hard to make 
a genuine commitment? Why? 
Why not? 

.for thought 

God's presence in the world. 
—And it is a way to discuss 

faith in the context of life's ac
tual events without depending 
on abstractions or difficult 
definitions. 

When a priest tells the stories 
of his ministry and life, Father 
Hemrick suggests, he allows 
others to see the priesthood as 
he sees it. Father Hemrick is the 
U.S. Catholic Conference 
research director. 

Father Hemrick thinks that a 
negative picture of the 
priesthood has developed for 
many people. But there is a side 

—of a priest 's story that isn't being , 
heard much, he believes. And 
most priests he knows d o find 
value in their lives as priests. 

"If you get to the core of 
what they're doing, there's a real . 
value — and that value isn't sur
facing," he observed. 

The kind of storytelling he has 
in mind fosters a more mean
ingful relationship between 
priests and the people they 
serve, Father Hemrick believes. It 
could help others to identify 
more closely with priests. It 
could help others really to know 
priests, Father Hemrick said — 
to be able to say "I can identify 
better with you now because I 
know where you're coming 
from." 

SECOND HELPINGS 
Twelve priests tea stories of 

their lives in the 31-page 
booklet titled "Diocesan 
Priest" ft is "designed to share 
some reflections on and some 
persons* experiences of the cal. 
the lifestyle aid the ministry- of 
docesan priests. Father George 
Rueger, a Massachusetts 
priestv«rites: "1 was ordained 
at a Ane when our success as 
a priest deperKied so much ̂ on 
work, resulb and de^fcation to 
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