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Steam Still imering
Over U.S.-Vatican Tie

Washington (NC) -- The slowly simmering dispute
between the U.S. governiment and challengers of its
decision to exchange ambassadors with the Vatican boiled
up again in late 1984 and early 1985 as both sides let off a
little steam trading new comments.

Moreover, the brief argued, the relationship with the
Vatican involves the Holy See’s diplomatic and interna-
tional roles, not its religious beliefs, just as the exchange of

Old Friends and New
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More than 340 people turned out to wish Father
Lawrence Murphy, above and below left, bon voyage
as he departs the chaplaincy of the hospital for
sabbatical studies. Above, Rev. Horace ‘‘Hoot”
Hooten, a founder, with the priest, of the hospital’s
permanent chaplaincy program, flew in from re-
tirement in Boulder, Colo., for the event. Below,
Father Murphy hugs Arnold W. Pegish, a patient at
the hospital for many months in 1984. Though
Pegish is Protestant, the priest visited and prayed
with him nearly every day during his convalescence,
The crowd was the largest assembly for such an
event, in the estimation of of at least one 2S-year
employe of the hospital. ’
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The Justice Department presented its views in & brief it
filed in November, urging court dismissal of the lawsuit
brought by Americans United for Separation of Church
and State opposing the diplomatic ties.

" Americans United offered a rebuttal in the January issue
of its magazine, Church and State.

As far as the Justice Department is concerned, grounds
for dismissing the challenge exist in several areas:

® Americans United cannot demonstrate an injury to
opponents of diplomatic ties;

@ The issue is a political one, involving presidential
powér to conduct foreign relations, not a judicial probfem;
and.

o Establishment of diplomatic relations does not
indicate U.S. government favor for the Catholic Church.

The government’s arguments are similar to those
presented in the 98th Congress when the exchange of
ambassadors with the Vatican was criticized in congressio-
nal hearings on the dispute.

Whether the court, like Congress, will decide that
adversaries of the diplomatic relationship have no basis for
their opposition, is open to speculation.

" ¢For a variety of reasons, this action (case) should be
dismissed,”’ said the Justice Department in its brief, filed in
Philadelphia with U.S. District Court. ’

The Justice Department rejected the claims by Ameri-
cans United that remarks of Archishop Pio Laghi, Vatican
pronuncio, in a speech at the Catholic University of
America, shows the Vatican is a religious institution.

Archbishop Laghi, in that speech, said that ‘‘the
Catholic Church is the only religious body that I know of

that engages in direct relations with various states.”” He

added that it is, therefore, the pope’s religious authority
which confers upon him the classical right of legation, a
diplomatic standing in the world. Those who interpret
papal diplomacy as emanating from temporal sovereignty
are failing to understand the true nature of the mission of
the Holy See.””

As if answering both Americans United and Archbishop
Laghi, the Justice Department maintained that source of
the Holy See’s right to diplomatic activity is irrelevant.

*“The First Amendment does not require the president to
ignore diplomatic realities in order to avoid contact with an
internationally recognized entity that views its part in world
affairs as primarily religious,’’ the brief said.

It also discounted the claim that U.S.-Vatican ties violate
the First Amendment’s clause banning establishment of
religion.

‘“Many states have a religious character, yet the mere
fact that the United States conducts diplomatic relations
with them cannot be considered an excessive entangle-
ment,’’ the government stated. It also pointed out that the
United States and Vatican are signatories to a bilateral
treaty on international monetary matters and that the first
U.S. representative to the Holy See was named in 1797 — a
time when Congress included men who had helped draft
the Constitution.
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‘When Christ went to the hill to
proclaim the beatitudesof the new

- law complementary to the
decalogue of the old, he was
proposing an incredibleand =~
impractical set of altrusitic counsels
for aworld of self-serving _
pragmatists. He was not speaking
precepts for that same world to
wrench out of all shape in the name
of human accommodation.’
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Americans United for Separation Sueing
To Overturn Ambassadorial Agreement
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ambassadors with the Soviet Union is undertaken for
diplomatic reasons, not because the U.S. government is
fond of the USSR’s Marxist-Leninist dogma.

Americans United, however, in Church and State
magazine, informally responded to the Justice Department
by again citing the words of the man who would seem to be
its most unlikely ‘“ally’’: Archbishop Laghi.

Quoting from the archbishop’s Nov. 12, 1984 address to
the National Conference of Catholic Bishops® general
meeting, Americans United said the archbishop has
‘‘diminished”’ the Justice Department’s contention that the
Vatican’s ‘‘religious character’’ can be ignored in matters
of state.

Archbishop Laghi told the U.S. bishops that “’in no-way
and -at no time does the representative of the Holy See, in
this.dialogue with the public authorities, take less than full
account of the views, concerns and policies of the bishops.
In this matter, my purpose is to foster coordination and
convergence. Any notion to the contrary should be set
aside firmly and unequivocally.”

In its magazine, however, Americans United asserted
‘‘that (Archbishop) Laghi would not hesitate to press for
the controversial views of the American bishops on issues
such as arms control, . abortion, population control,
economic policy, tuition tax credits and liberation theology
in his meetings with President Rreagan and State
Department officials.” ) .

Family Ministry (COURIER-JOLIRNAL|
Meetings for persons inter- e e T e

ested in family ministry will Bishop Matthew H. Clark

be held both 7:30-9 p.m. on President

Friday, I(-;eb. 4; and ag_;in,

noon-1;30 p.m., Saturday,

Feb. 5 at the Pastoral Office, ~Anthony J. Costello

1150 Buffalo Road. Mrs. Publisher &

James O’Brien will present General Manager

the Good Shepherd Parish

Outreach of Compassion

program. Mr. and Mrs. Carmen "] Vi!'““‘

James Fitch will speak on the Editor

Retrouvaille/Rediscovery -

program, designed for trous  Rey, Louis J. Hohman

bled marriages. Further -in- Epi al Advisor

formation is available by PISCOp visor

calling the Family Life Of-

fice, (716) 436-5450.

Blue Army Vigil

The vigil of the Blue Army
of Qur Lady of Fatima will
be celebrated 9 p.m. to mid-
night, Friday, Feb. 1 at Holy
Rosary Church. Among the
priests leading” the rites will
be Father William Endress
and Father Frederick Bush.
The public is invited to the
vigil. -
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