
»v. ».. 

SSS 

# 

Page 8 • Faith Today COURIER-JCXIRNAL 

The 
every-Chfistian 

call 
By Ed Marciniak 
NC News Service 

W h o has a voca t ion? 
T h e a n s w e r is tha t w e all d o . 

Priest , h o m e m a k e r and po l ice of­
ficer, wife and h u s b a n d , s tuden t 
a n d t eache r . 

Kvery Chris t ian is asked to 
fol low Jesus Chris t , to bear 
w i tnes s t o G o d s k i n g d o m . A 
voca t i on is no t the p r iva te p rope r -
tv of a select few but a gift from 
Ciod to all 

St Paul a n n o u n c e d the g o o d 
n e w s . T h e r e are different gifts 
but t he same Spirit: t he r e a re dif­
ferent minis t r ies but the same-
Lord: t he r e are different w o r k s 
but the same G o d w h o ac­
compl i shes all of t h e m in 
e v e r y o n e . " (1 Cor in th ians 12:-4-6). 

Priests. Sisters, Bro thers a n d lay 
miss ionar ies find their voca t ion as 

o n e of t h e c h u r c h ' s "c iv i l ser­
vants ." ' But m o s t Chr is t ians , as 
m a r r i e d o r single laity, d i s cove r 
the i r voca t i on e l s e w h e r e . 

In m o s t ins tances , t h e la i ty 's 
cal l ing is t o se rve t h e w o r l d 
d i rec t ly . By the i r bap t i sm and 
c o n f i r m a t i o n , the i r v o c a t i o n is t o 
b r ing t h e message of the Gospe l 
t o t h e w o r l d . 

T h e w o r s t k ind of u n e m p l o y ­
m e n t , in my v iew, is to be-
w i t h o u t a sense of voca t ion . Such 
Chr is t ians fail t o r e s p o n d to G o d ' s 
invitation. Sunday religion is kept 
sepa ra t e from work-f i l led 
w e e k d a y s . Only on Sunday are 
they a c c u s t o m e d to con f ron t i ng 
the Gospe l pe r sona l ly . The i r 
o r i en t a t i on is t o w a r d a career , no t 
a voca t ion . 

O n t h e o t h e r h a n d , m a n y em­
brace t h e galvaniz ing t ru th that 
G o d ' s w o r k is d o n e t h r o u g h t h e 

w o r l d l y v o c a t i o n of a p a r e n t , 
pub l ic official, so ld ier , n u r s e , 
b o o k k e e p e r o r mus ic ian . Hol iness 
is t o b e found in t h e mess iness 
a n d h u m d r u m of dai ly l iving. 

Not long ago , Mart in Luther 
King III r e m a r k e d to an a u d i e n c e 
of federal w o r k e r s in W a s h i n g t o n 
that if his father w e r e alive t o d a y 
h e w o u l d tell t h e m that 
the i r w o r k w a s a pa th t o G o d : 

"If it falls t o y o u r lot t o be a 
s t reet s w e e p e r , s w e e p s t ree ts as 
Michelangelo ca rved marb l e . 
S w e e p s t ree ts as Shakespeare 
w r o t e p lays . S w e e p s t r ee t s so wel l 
tha t all t h e hos t s of h e a v e n will 
h a v e t o say, H e r e lies a great 
s t reet s w e e p e r w h o d id his job 
w e l l . " 

"If it falls to your lot 
to be a street sweeper, 
sweep streets as 
Michelangelo carved 
marble." 

British m y s t e r y s t o ry w r i t e r 
D o r o t h y L. Savers w r o t e of t h e 
c a r p e n t e r ' s v o c a t i o n : 

" T h e very first d e m a n d tha t his 
re l igion m a k e s u p o n h im is that 
h e s h o u l d m a k e g o o d tables . (At­
t e n d ) c h u r c h by all m e a n s . . . b u t 
w h a t use is all of tha t if in t h e 
very c e n t e r of his life a n d o c c u p a ­
t ion h e is insul t ing G o d w i t h bad 
c a r p e n t r y ? ' ' 

She c o n t i n u e d : "No p ie ty in t h e -
w o r k e r wil l c o m p e n s a t e for a n y 
w o r k tha t is no t t r u e t o itself; for 
any w o r k tha t is u n t r u e t o its o w n 
t e c h n i q u e is a l iving l i e . " 

Wr i t ing in t h e N e w York T i m e s 
Magazine, Peter Shaffer, a u t h o r of 
t h e play " A m a d e u s , " said this 
abou t Mozar t ' s v o c a t i o n : 
" W o l f g a n g A m a d e u s w a s fit­
t ed . . . for o n e s u p r e m e m o d e of ex­
is tence : t o b e t h e magic f lute at 
t h e lips of G o d . " 

No less s ingular a v o c a t i o n is 
t h e cal l ing of a busy m o t h e r of 
five w h o says: " M o s t of t h e t ime , 
my Chr is t ian v o c a t i o n is l ived 
ou t s i de t h e d o o r s of t h e par i sh 
c h u r c h — in my family, my 
n e i g h b o r h o o d o r my pa r t - t ime 
job. . . .My w o r l d cons i s t s of b i r th s 
a n d dea th s , dead l ines and ann iver ­
saries, ch i ld ren seeking an en­
cou rag ing w o r d a n d n e i g h b o r s 
b e c o m i n g f r i ends . " 

She a d d e d : " I a m no t very chur ­
chy a l t hough my faith is the 
k e y s t o n e of my life. Wi th five 
g r o w i n g ch i ld ren , my v o c a t i o n is 
titled 'mom.'" 

Each of us, wherever we are — 
b e h i n d a desk , o n an assembly 
l ine, in front of a s tove , in t h e 
pulpi t o r inside city hall — has a 
voca t ion that calls for a r e sponse . 

For o u r G o d is a G o d w h o calls. 

(Marciniak is president of the 
Urban Life Institute in Chicago.) 

A vocation si 
By Katharine Bird 
NC News Service 

In 1976 w h i l e still in law 
s c h o o l , J o s e p h D u n n e felt h e w a s 
be ing cal led t o a n o t h e r v o c a t i o n 
as wel l — tha t of a p e r m a n e n t 
d e a c o n . 

At first h e w a s i n c r e d u l o u s . 
" I ' m t h e last o n e I 'd eve r e x p e c t 
t o be an o r d a i n e d minis te r . I 
w a s n ' t a c h u r c h y , clerical t y p e , " 
D u n n e said in an in t e rv i ew at his 
W a s h i n g t o n , D.C. , law office. " I 
h a d n o in teres t in be ing a pr ies t 
and I h a d on ly b e e n p rac t i c ing my 
rel igion again for t h r e e y e a r s . " 

None the le s s , t h e feeling per­
s is ted. Every t ime h e s aw t h e 
d e a c o n se rv ing at c h u r c h , D u n n e 
said, h e got a s t r o n g impre s s ion it 
was " s o m e t h i n g I s h o u l d b e 
d o i n g . " 

D u n n e ta lked w i t h his wife a n d 
t h e n w i th s o m e c lose fr iends 
abou t the d e a c o n p r o g r a m . T h e y 
" c o n f i r m e d m e in my s u s p i c i o n , " 
h e said. 

T h o u g h still dub ious , he app l i ed 
t o t h e p e r m a n e n t d i a c o n a t e p r o ­
g r a m in t h e Archd iocese of Wash­
ing ton , D.C. , and was accep ted . 

In 1981 h e w a s o r d a i n e d a 
d e a c o n and ass igned t o St. Francis 
Xavier Parish. He also min is te rs at 
D.C. Village, a h o m e for t h e e lder ­
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God, is that 
By Father John Castelot 
NC News Service 

About 10 cen tu r i e s be fo re Chris t 
a w o m a n n a m e d H a n n a h h a d a 
s o n s h e n a m e d Samuel . His b i r th 
b r o u g h t h e r grea t h a p p i n e s s , for 
s h e h a d a lmos t g iven u p h o p e of 
eve r h a v i n g a childg, In he r joy 
a n d g ra t i t ude , she d e d i c a t e d 
Samuel t o t h e Lo rd ' s se rv ice . 

As s o o n as h e w a s o ld e n o u g h , 
H a n n a h b r o u g h t Samuel t o t h e 
Israeli te s h r i n e at Shilot a n d of­
fered h im as an assis tant t o Heli, 
t h e pr ies t in c h a r g e . She e v e n 
w e n t so far as t o m a k e a li t t le 
p r i es t ' s outfi t for h i m t o w e a r . 

This m igh t s e e m like a case of 
t h e m o t h e r hav ing t h e v o c a t i o n . 
But it w a s n o t . For t h e r e w a s n o 
p r o s p e c t of Samue l ' s b e c o m i n g a 
pr ies t , s ince in Israel p r i e s t h o o d 
w a s he r ed i t a ry . T o b e a p r ies t . 
one had to belong to the tribe of 
Levi and Samuel's father was of 
t h e t r ibe of Ephra im. Moreover , 
n o o n e " h a s " a v o c a t i o n . O n e 
receives a v o c a t i o n w h e n cal led 
by Ciod, a n d only t h e n . 

All H a n n a h d id was p lace he r 
s o n in an a t m o s p h e r e w h e r e h e 
w o u l d b e o p e n t o G o d ' s call 
s h o u l d G o d c h o o s e t o call h i m for 
s o m e p u r p o s e . A n d G o d d id call , 
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