
GOURIEK-JOURNAL Wednesday, January 16, 1985 13 

Editorial 
Infamous 

Tuesday next marks the 11th anniversary of that 
da te which is living as much in infamy as Dec. 7 , 
1941. 

It was on J a n . 22, 1973, that the Supreme Cour t 
dealt millions on millions of u n b o r n children a dea th 
blow and in so doing scarred the na tona l psyche to a 
degree we' l l p robably never know in this life. 

Ever since, Amer icans of all stripes, of every and * 
n o religion, from every cut and walk of life, men , 
women and children have been trying t o over turn 
tha t heinous decision. 

The opposi t ion , t oo , has been formidable , ranging 
from those w h o sincerely believe in pro-choice to 
those w h o actually believe in abor t ion either out of 
greed or for such misguided reasons as bir th cont ro l . 
The opposi t ion has ranged from those who s tand for 
their convictions without rancor o r malice to-Jhose 
who use any means , for instance the smear tactics 
used by P lanned Pa ren thood , t o gain their ends . 

T h e deba te has raged as some 1.5 million unbo rn 
babes a re put t o death yearly in a na t ion that once 
prided itself o n being the freest count ry on o n ear th . 
T h e land of oppor tun i ty (babies need no t apply) . 

It is perhaps useless t o recount the argments o n 
either side here bu t three ra ther recent developments 
should be added to considerat ion of this mora l 
p rob lem. 

O n e , a m a n has been re-elected president of the 
Uni ted States by a n overwhelming landslide despite 
the fact that he has declared himself openly to be 
ant i -abor t ion . This belies the no t ion of politicians 
with weaker conviction that it is necessarily fatal to 
their careers to oppose liberalized abor t ion . 

Then , even more recently, a Gal lup Poll showed 
tha t most Americans indeed oppose liberalized 
abor t ion , another lesson for those politicians who 
fear taking an honest s tand on the issue. 

A n d in a very different sphere, a most recent and 
horr ible development has been taking place in 
Communi s t China . According to the Washington 
Pos t , it has become policy there t o per form abor t ions 
o n unwilling women , new mothers are implanted 
with intrauter ine devices and women of childbearing 
age a re sometimes subjected to sterlization r o u n d u p s . 

The Pos t story said tha t any mothe r who has one 
child and becomes pregnant again is required to have 
an abor t ion . 

While Americans must concentra te on efforts t o 
s top the carnage in their own na t ion , it is chilling to 
realize tha t in the past five years in China , 53 million 
abor t ions were performed. 

W h a t does a Chinese birth control official say of 
this : " I t ' s more h u m a n e to kill children before they 
are born than to bring them into a society of t o o 
m a n y p e o p l e . " Sheer hypocrisy! For shame! A pity 
G o d doesn ' t give the slaughtered unborn babies the 
voice to express their views on the subject. W h o 
made the choice tha t the unborn bust die? Those 
who are already living! Wha t if, heaven forbid, 
someone should decide to thin out the ranks of those 
already o n earth to m a k e room for new blood? H o w 
h u m a n e would tha t be? 

It is but a short step from the constant teaching of 
groups such as P lanned Pa ren thood who p romote 
abor t ion as a bir th control me thod , and those who 
challenge the consciences of the impoverished to have 
abor t ions in the interest of " soc i e ty " t o actually 
having a government enforce such measures . F r o m 
sanction to law is often a small difference. 

Those who are not necessarily pro-abor t ion but 
who feel that it is u p to the individual mother to 
decide should ponder the si tuation in China where 
choice has really been stripped from mothers . Is it 
really impossible for it to happen in the United States 
of America? T o believe tha t , one would have to feel 
tha t there is no individual, n o g roup that would 
p romote enforced abor t ion as a bir th control policy. 
Can anyone say that with surety? 

However , when Americans United for Separat ion 
of Chuirch and State protests U . S . Posta l Service 
plans to issue a s tamp commemora t ing Father 
Junipero Serra, it should worry over whether the 
group has enough to do . Father Serra was a pioneer 
and missionary in early California. He died in 1784 
and the government wants to honor his memory 200 
years later for his historical significance. Separat ion 
of church and state should not involve itself in such 
petty pursuits as trying to blot out the memory of a 
historical figure .Jbecause he happens to be a 
clergyman. It might be that when Americans United 
takes on such small issue it diminishes its impact on 
more crucial mat ters . 

The protest incidentally was made by Rev. Robert 
Maddox , a Baptist minister who directs Americans 
United. Is it possible that his involvement in the 
governmental process is a violation of his g roup ' s 
credo? 

Stickier? 

Sticky 
The idea behind Americans United for Separat ion 

of Church and State is to be applauded. N o 
individual or organizat ion aware of the calamity so 
often caused by the mingling of religion and politics 
should want anything less than a gap between the 
t w o . After all, each has enough of its own problems 
wi thout compound ing them by comingling. 

A n d perhaps Americans should wonder if separa
t ion of church and state will be violated next Monday 
when President Reagan puts his hand on the Bible 
and swears, " s o help me G o d " in taking his oath of 
office. 

After all there is far more religion in the 
Washington scenario, which in one form or another 
has pledged allegiance to the Almighty ever since 
1789 when George Washington offered "fervent 
supplications to that Almighty Being who rules- the 
un iverse , " than there is in a postage s tamp honor ing 
historical figures such as Dr. Mar t in Luther King J r . 
or Father Junipero Serra. 

What it amoun t s to is that these men taking the 
oath of office down through the decades are actually 
praying publicly for guidance in an official ceremony 
at the heart of our government . A n d these are not 
Pos ta l Service employes bu t indeed the very leaders 
of ou r na t ion . 

and Opinions 
Renovation 
Opposed 
EDITOR: 

Mother of Sorrows has 
been our parish for more 
than 25 years. We have had 
all of our 10 children gradu
ate from this grammar 
school. Our main family ac
tivities for more than 25 years 
have evolved around our 
church and school whether it 
be educational, sports or re
ligion. Our beautiful church -
was built 17 years ago and it 
is a magnificent tribute to the 
priests and people who built 
this huge parish. 

Now there is a parish 
council which seeks to re
novate this church to the 
extent of jover $200,000. This 
money has been left to the 
parish by Father George 
Wood, our former pastor, 
supposedly to be used for 
general maintenance. This 
renovation would remove 
many of the things in the 
church, such as a mural of 
Christ in the sanctuary and 

the stations of the cross and a 
beautiful crucifix which was 
in the original church. Also 
the tabernacle which was 
created by an artistic parish
ioner would be relocated so 
that it would be removed 
from all display. The pews 
would be turned so we could 
face one another and other 
major changes would take 
place in the sanctuary and on 
the altar itself. The council 
states that the reasons for 
these renovations stem from 
portions of Vatican II which 
calls for liturgical changes. 

Nowhere in the 16 docu
ments of Vatican II can we 
find instructions regarding 
the specifics of change as 
mentioned above. We see the 
celebration of the Eucharist 
as the focus of the Sunday 
assembly with the tabernacle, 
crucifix and Blessed Mother 
statue all an integral part of 
this service. 

The renova t ion being 
planned is a serious and 
genuine concern to many 
people of the parish. Nine 
hundred and eighty-five 
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signatures have been ob
tained on a petition opposing 
this renovation. The parish 
council has chosen to ignore 
these signatures. 

Many Catholics are deeply 
worried and troubled with 
their daily problems. They 
neea>ssolid spiritual basis for 
prayer^ |nd meditation but 
this is difficult to find in the 
sterile atmosphere of some of 
the contemporary churches. 

We believe that the gener
ous bequest of Father Wood 
should be used in a much 
more positive way benefiting 
the youth of the parish. 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Dugan 

126 Whelehan Drive 
Rochestrer, N.Y. 14616 

Reading 
Misleading 
EDITOR: 

On the beautiful feast of 
the Holy Family, the epistle 
of St. Paul instructing wives 
to be submissive to their 
husbands was read at Mass. 
During the homily that 
fo l lowed t h e s c r i p t u r e 
readings, no clarification of 
explanation of this ad
monishment was offered at 
the liturgy I attended with my 
two teenagers. 

They were appalled to 
think that the Catholic 
Church teaches that wives 
should be submissive to their 
husbands as their "duty to 
the Lord." I explained that 
St. Paul was addressing a 
particular group of people in 
a certain time and culture and 
the words were not to be 
taken literally in modern 
times. (They share my sup
port for equal rights for 
women.) 

How many other people in 
church that day, young or 
old, also got the impression 
that "wifely submission" is a 

teaching of the church? They 
could have very easily gotten 
such an impression when the 
homily on family rela
tionships failed to point out 
otherwise, and instead, re
ferred to the passage as " a 
beautiful reading." 

When that reading is re
peated in the next liturgical 
cycle, homilists should be 
ready to explain that the 
church is not teaching wifely 
submission! 

Meg G. Huff 
8837 Rt. 5 and 20 

Holcomb, N.Y. 14469 

Sharing 
Villa Theme 
EDITOR: 

The children and adoles
cents in care at St. Joseph's 
Villa of Rochester enjoyed a 
bounteous Christmas season 
thanks to the overwhelming 
generosity of the greater 
Rochester community. 

On behalf of the children 
and staff, thank you to the 
many individuals, families, 
organizations and businesses 
who gave of themselves and 
their bounty to make the 
holidays brighter for those 
here. Christmas was a richer 
celebration for all of us at the 
Villa because we felt such an 
outpouring of concern, such 
a desire to help from so wide 
a variety of people. 

And, in an effort to learn 
that 'tis is more blessed to 
give than receive, the youths 
at the Villa did what they 
could to spread the season's 
joy. Some of the girls hosted 
a party for clients from the 
Association for Retarded Cit
izens. Students in our school 
collected pennies for the Un
cle Eddie Meath Christmas 
Fund and made cards for 
those living in area nursing 
homes. 

' I FIMP I NEEP ANOTHER RULE OF r3EHAVIOR 
FCR THOSE WMO PRIVE THEIR OXEN OUT 
OF THE PARKING PEN^.* 

Sharing is the hallmark of 
the Christmas holidays and 
we offer sincere thanks to 
those who shared what they 
could with the children of St. 
Joseph's Villa. 

Director, 
Community Relations 

St. Joseph's Villa 
3000 Dewey Ave. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14616 

Why Not 
Feed Birds? 
EDITOR: 

If you are looking for an 
idea for a birthday present or 
something like that why not 
get a bird feeder? Our fine 
feathered friends have a 
normal body temperature of 
106 degrees so it takes daily 
feeding to keep them well in 

winter. Think of a place the 
feeder can be put, out of the 
reach of cats, like at the top 
of a metal pole. They can 
also use fresh water each day 
if there's no snow on the 
ground. A bird house makes 
a good shelter from' the 
winter winds. 

The birds will reward you 
by their beauty, antics and 
inspiring songs. They also 
make great natural insect 
eaters. This will mean you 
don't need to waste your 
money on insecticides. Now 
that- we know that in
secticides are made from 
methyl isocyanate, there 
doesn't seem any point in 
using them. 

Mary Rita Crowe 
2052 E. Main St. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14609 
Editor's Note: St. Francis 

would agree. 


