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i |Focus on Baha’is

The brutal regime of the Ayatollah Khomeini in
Iran continues to oppress members of the Baha’i
community in that country. The recent deaths of nine
more Baha’is in Iranian jails, raising the reported
total of members of the religion killed in Iran for
their beliefs to 194, has resulted in a strong,
condemnatory statement by the U.S. State Depar-
ment and an expression of concern by President
Reagan. )

The president decried the situation in his procla-
mation concerning the United Nations Human
Rights Day and John Hughes of the.State Depart-
ment expanded on it in a special statement:

adversaries. They merely preach equality and peace.
Unfortunately, the ayatollah and his ‘‘religious”’
cohorts find such sentiment anathema.

The Courier-Journal, aware of a Baha’i communi-
ty in this diocese, has long been among those working
to bring this dastardly situation to greater light. It is
pleasing to see that the highest officials of this land
of freedom have begun to take notice. '

ND Gem

An idea fit for copying. Notre Dame High School
has produced a classy commemorative calendar for

Human Digni
uman Dignity

The State Catholic Conference has laid out its
goals for the next two years. And though Human
Dignity is the heading for only one of the five
objectives, it is clearly the essentialguality of all five.

In addition to Human Dignity, the headings are
Economic Security, Education, Health Care and

Human Services. It is easily seen that all are related |

to or are essential ingredients of Human Dignity.

For what chance is there for dignity without
economic security? Without proper education?
Without health care, especially for the elderly?
Without human services such as aid for the disabled,
for children?
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““We appeal to the Iranian authorities to abide by 1985 . ‘X‘th a f“l,l‘col"; cov‘l’r a:ind plenty of room to When one comes right dofin to it, most of the B
the spirit of the letter of the Universal Declaration, ;na de ate fentli:es},l. the calendar is designed as a work of the Church is devoted to the pursuit of
- Article 18 of which affirms, ‘Everyone has the right und-raiser for the high school. . human dignity. This goal is well-expressed in the
. i . s . While some of the photos are of a nostalgic i
to freedom of thought, conscience and religion; this ali : phof gt words of Pope John Paul II: ““To make life ever
' right includes freedom to change his religion or belief - g“ 4 iy, '?tfm of them are of the present student more human and to make every element of life
and freedom, either alone or in company with others l'? y’lStad ] a{lld n‘?‘l‘ghbo{)s Qlt;,'fhe high school. T.hus correspond to humanity’s true dignity.”’
| and in public or private, to manifest his religion ore taf c&:len ?r ?ls af yeazlr 00k quality, unpsual na The Creator seems to have provided his‘ hl}man .
belief in teaching, practice, worship and ob- ; ‘l’l“ ali. t sells for $20 with proceeds going to the creations with this protective coating called dignity to
servance.’”’ ‘ ‘high school to offset the cost of educating its 500 withstand the psychological and physical barbs the
Sadly, such words by the U.N. and by President students. Anyone interested should contact the mind flesh are heir to. When it is eroded, it can be
Reagan will probably fall on deaf ears; the ayatollah Development Office, Notre Dame High School, 1400 impossible to make it in an often indifferent and -
is senseless to compassion and freedom. In the Maple Ave., Elmira, N.Y., 14904, (607) 734-2423. sometimes cruel world; with it, nothing is infpossible.
- 1 meantime, 19 more Baha’is are under death sentence b It is a project worth imitating in the years to come The State Catholic Conference has chosen its goal
7 ] in Iran. They are not revolutionists, not rebels, not y other schools and organizations. wisely.
: 3 jusﬁce system.’’ They ekpressed personal
i ‘nd opinion Following a Superin- opinions about the prison
i — tendent’s hearing, the two system. 2
3 ‘““You have just walked intoa men were placed in punitive I appreciate the concern of
: ! ) An UnJUSt time bomb and it’s ticking. segregation for 120 days. officials when inmates pre-
- L 1 nm The dials have been broken According to Auburn’s dict the likelihood of future
1 Impr 1SO ‘ ent- off so there is no way to stop wargen, Robert Henderson, strife -- and violence at
; EDITOR: it.”” Eng reportedly said: 'the inmates had made ‘“‘radi- Auburn is already very real --
3 In Juli' Rondld Kitchen ~We arc in a war. Look cal and inflammatory’ but I beliecve Auburn ad-
and Geor'g’e Eng, officers of around at these gun towers if  statements that could have eministrators over-reacted to ‘
i - Auburn Prison’s’ chapter of YOU doubt it. We face the jeopardized institutional se- ‘the speeches. -
the National Association for Same brutal treatment you curity. Since then, the Com- Although Kitchen and Eng
. the Advancement of Colored people get from the police on missiongr of Correctional were found guilty of creating
- People, attended a NAACP the street. Look at these plate - Services has upheld these a disturbance, newspaper
et celebra’iion' that included shops. We are forced to make  disciplinary ?ctions. accounts of t}:e celebration
) outside guests and newspaper millions for the staté and get Interestingly enough, mention no disturbance and
i ; reporters ) only 16 to 25 cents a day, We  Kitchen’s verbal remarks quoted one corrections of-
— 1 Kitcheﬁ told the audience: 2aT¢ the true victims of the were similar to what he wrote  ficer as saying that the
. : * ;» New York State criminal in the ‘invitational letter to -NAACP’s annual event *‘re- ® #
. i . outside guests and this letter lieves tension and it makes o
| ‘'was mot disapproved by our job easier.” i 3
s e ) - ] - Auburn officials. “Do you Prisons are public institu- & 3
%}}% ateCheSIs Contlnlles care that Auburn Prison... is tions, not the private estates
. o . . 'on the verge of going up? It of their administrators. Our
Vatican City (NC) — Here is the Vatican text of Popc @ will, you know, unless the heritage of ‘‘freedom of .
: 3 John Paul II’s remarks in English during lis weekly general @ outside organizations step in speech’’ must remain
; audience at the Vatican Dec. 12. . to_help bring about prison applicable to these institu-
; In htoday’s audience lk wish ltlo cogtinue ;_he int:loductiv?,n reConstruction.” tions.
, which . began last week on the subject of catechesis. We . : Joel Freedman
. { have just listened to a passage wh}iaﬁay ‘;":g:,}:: ;';i‘:gn:‘s:;ﬁg’ﬁ 329 N. Main St.
a . t from St. Mark’s Gospel in which Ss PNy Canandaigua, N.Y. 14424
i | LB " Jesus_says that the person who gg?::n;“giloggo&glge;o OTS; . "MOM ! MAKE JASON STOP TRYING S0
| believes and is baptized will be[§ Srict specch avout weapons  Jeqy, Javits RARD TO BE GOOD”
saved. In order for one to have the ’ . 2. : .
— gift of faith one must first hear the callls upon prisoners to be InSplratlon the declining ability touse his  except f prolong misery.
g good news of Jesus Christ. Thelj Yioint or to commit other, : : muscles. Intimidating as it Doing the direct opposite of
[;‘“ & knowledge of the faith must be[ S°TeS: freedom of speech EDITOR: may appear, this obstacle this would truly define the
& " passed on from one who believes and press must otherwise be ~Former New York Sen. hasn’t shortchanged Sen. meaning behind the message
» i i _ i preserved behind prison jacob Javits has been the Javits’ vitality and inner Jacob Javits is conveying to
§ to one who wishes to believe. all ) 5t ¢
Catechesis implies precisely such a [l W2 > . deserving recipient of strength. society. .
mutual encounter in faith between Whether or not one agrees numerous honors and simple Wallowing in self-pity, Steve Barnhoorn
— the one who instructs and the one with them, Kitchen and Eng words of praise for his de- grief and despair serves no 4586 White Road
who receives the instruction. “did not advocate violence. termination in overcoming useful or practical purpose, Honeoye, N.Y. 14471
i Traditionally, the title | ) ’ ’
N 1 “catechumen” referred to the
L person who received gradual and systematic instructions in Ope S Or ay O eace eS S age
¥ the truths of the faith and in tlge practice of the Christian ’ - ’
i ?::rba;;lé:;l;hneds?gsamdmmh ;’igsnatl:ﬁi aEqull;?::tmtgh:t[:;:rsf%r: - Vatican City (NC) — Here is the Vatican text of Pope that it deprives the powerless of the energy and opportunity to
full participation in the life of the Christian community. John Paul II’s message for the 1985 World Day of Peace, claim their rights. Yes, there are people taday who are prevented
ul participation In the lite. lty. celebrated Jan. 1 by totalitarian regimes and ideological systems from exercising
T{:le ch:drch (:Ontlnu(;sn thlshsamg work of cateshesns én tll:e s . their fundamental right to decide for themselves about their own
WOT| today, extending her instructions beyond the ; future. Men and women today suffer insupportable insults to-their
Eé'} institution of ’the catechumenate itself, in order to offer to - Peace and Youth Go Forward Together human dignityd’through racial discrinﬁnggzn, forced exile and
all the -faithful an .ever more profound and meaningful To all of you who believe in the urgency of peace; to you, torture. They are victims of hunger and discase. They, are
knowledge of the mystery of Christ. parents and educators, who want to be the.p.romoters of prevented from practicing their religious beliefs or from develop-
peace; to you, political leaders, ing their own culture. ) )
who bear. direct responsibility for ltﬂgs mlxlportanl: to discern the'ulumaide caus&;lof _lfll:xs sft;ne.of
the cause Of peace; to you, men con lCt.t Aatfma es geace grec:.nous in lténsta le € € lecuve
d women of culture, who seek promqnon [ peace‘ cman §[ at we shou. not. lml.t ourse! VC.S '[0
Guidelines anc w L e . deploring the negative effects of the present situation of crisis,
:0 bu:ld alifacfe In tO(}lay § g,‘"h%a’ conflict and injustice. What we are really required to do is to
: ’ . ton; to ali of you who sutier tor destroy the roots that cause these effects. Such ultimate causes are
The Courier-Journal welcomes your opinions. Letters the sake of peace and justice; and to be found especially in the ideologies that have dominated our
must bear the writer’s signature, full address and telephone above all to you, the young people century and continue to do so, manifesting themselves in political,
number. They should be sent to Opinion, Courier-Journal, of the world, whose decisions economic and social systems and taking control of the way people
114 S. Union S., Rochester, N.Y. 14607. about yourselves and your voca- tk_nnk. These id¢ologies are ma(keq by a totalitarian attitude that é?
R . . . . . 18T Tds an 2
~ tion in society will determine the  (TSBaRCs 308 oPbrEREr the By L e iude seeks ‘
Opinions should be brief, typed, double-spaced, no longer prospects for peace today and’ political. economic and social domination with a rigidity of
than 1Y: pages. - tomorrow. ' purpose and method that is closed to any authentic dialogue or
N . To all C{f you, and to all people real sharing. Some of these ideologies have even become a sort of
We routinely condense letters, edit offensive words and of good will, I send my message on false secularistic religion, claiming to bring salvation to the whole
y . . m] ‘
libelous statements, and reserve the right to reject letters. the 18th World Day of Peace of humanity but without providing any proof of its own truth.
Generally speaking, however, ouly limited grammatical because peace is an overriding concernjan unavoidable _ But violence and injustice have deep roots in the heart of each
: corrections will be made’and the letters will reflect the challenge, an immense hope. p individual, of each one of us, in people’s everyday ways of
'-l 3 le ’ ) : thinking and behaving. We have only to think of the conflicts and
writer’s own style. 0 1. The problems and the hopes of the world confront us_every divisions within families, between married couples, between
. .. ' ay. . parents and children, in the schools, in professional life, in the
Bm s“bm't.ted opinions exceed the Space for letters, It is true: the challenge of peace remains with us. We are living relationships between social groups and between the -generations.
. we publish only original letters addressed to us. We will not in a difficult time when the threats of destructive violence and war We have only to think of the cases where the basic right to life of.
: use poetry, open letters, or copies of le“‘rs sent elsewhere. .are many. Profound disagreements pit different social groups, the weakest and most defenseless human beings is violated.
E . To ensure diversity, we limit each writer to one letter per peoples and nations one against the other. There are many . , .
[ ) month. " ' situations of injustice that do not break forth into open conflicts .
solely because the violence of those who retain power is 50 great (Continued on Page 14)
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